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'; Sinthemoſt fozmidable Evil, 
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Huw can T1 do this great Wicke dreſs; Fo 


tation of that excellent Saint in ſuc- 


SERMON I. 


Genelis xxxix. 9. 


and ſm again God 2 


HE Text js the Record 
of Joſeph's Innocence. and 
Victory, conlecrated im 
Scripture for the Honour'and Imi- 


ceeding Ages. - He had been try'd 
by ſharp Aﬀictions, the conſpiring 
Ewiy of his Brethren, and the cruel 
Effents of it, . Baniſhment and Ser- 
witude, and poſſe ſt bis Soul nm Patience : 

here he was encounter'd by a more 


——_— Temptation in 2Horhet 
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' kind,. and preſerv'd his Integrity. 


Adverſity excites the Spirit to feri- 
ous Recolle&tion, arms it with 
Reſolution to endure the Afſaults, 
and ſtop the entrance. of what is 
afflicting to Nature : Pleaſure by 
gentle Infinuations relaxes the Mind 
ro a looſe Security, ſoftens and 
melts the Heart, and makes it 
ealily receptive of corrupt Imprel- 
ſ10ns. 

Now to repreſent the Grace of 
God, that preſerved Joſeph, in its 
Radiance and Efficacy, we muſt 
conſider the ſeveral Circumſtances 


that increaſed tne Difficulty of the 


double Victory, over the Temprter, 
and himſelf. 

1. The Tempter, his Miſtreſs, 
who had deveſted the native Mo- 
..efty of the bluſhing Sex, and by 
--2x Carefles and Blandiſhments 
: : ught to draw him to compliance 
12th her Defires. Her fuperiour 


Qu 3::.2lity might ſeem to make her 


Requeſt 


— 
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Requeſt have the force of a Com- 
mand over him. 
2. The Sollicitation, Lie with me. 
There are no Sins to which there is 
a ſtronger Inclination in our cor- 
rupted Nature, than to Ads of 
Senſuality. The Temptation was 
heighten'd by the lure of Profit and 
Advancement, that he might obtain 
by her Favour, and Intereit in her 
Husband, who was an eminent Offi- 
cer in the Egyptian Court : and the Regera- 
Denial would be extreamly pro- _— 
voking, both in reſpect it leem'd to arq;ultro 
be'a Contempt injurious to her Dig- PPam 
nity, and was a Diſappointment of argua- 
her ardent Expectation. Hatred 7s: &- 
and Revenge upon Retuſal, are e- arg 
qual to the Luft of an Jmperious eli ſcelus, 
Whoriſh Woman. Weread the Effects por 
of it, in this Chapter: for upon ms. 
his rejecting her Delires, inflam'd 
with Rage, and to purge her ſelf, 
{he turn'd his Accuſer, wounded his 
Reputation, deprivd him. of his 
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Liberty, and expos'd his Life to ex- 
tream Peril. Joſep choſe rather to 

lie in the Duſt, than to riſe by Sin. 
3. The Opportunity Was -ready, 

— the Object preſent: tis ſaid, 
thcre was none of the Men of the Houſe 
within. She had the advantage of 
Secrecy to faſten the Tempration 
upon him. When a Sin may be 
ealily committed, and eafily con- 
ceal'd, the Reſtraints of Fear and 
Shame are taken off, and every 
Breath of a Temptation. is ſtrong 
| enough to overthrow the carnally- 
\..... Ininded. The pureſt and nobleſt 
Chiſtity is from a Principle of Duty 
within, not conſtrain'd by the appre- 

— of Diſcovery and Severity. 
FP Os The Continuance of the 
RE, Temptation She ſþake to him day by 
- day, Her Complexion was Luſt 
and-Inipudence, and his repeated 
Denials were ineffeftual to quench 
her inceaſed Deſi res, the black Fire 
thar darknod hot Mind. "She catight 
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him by the .Garment, ſaymg\, Lie with 
. me; ſhe was ready to proſtitute her 
| ſelf, - and raviſh him. 

5. The Perſon tempted, Joſeph, 
in the flower of his Age, the ſeaſon 
of Senſualiry, when innumerable, 
by the Force and Swinge of their 
vicious Appetites, are impell'd to 
break the. holy Law .of God. 

6. His Repulſe of the Tempra- 
tion was ſtrong and peremptory : 
| How can T1 do this great Wickedneſs ? 

He fele- no Sympathy, no ſenſual 
| Tenderneſs,: but expreſt an Impoſſi- 
bility of conſenting to her guilty 
| Defire. We have in Joſeph exem- 
plified that Property of the Rege- 
nerate, He that is born of God, cannot 1 Joh. 3; 
fm : by a ſacred potent Inftint in #: 
his Breaſt, he is preſerved not only 
from the conſfuramate Ads, bur re- 
coils: from the firſt Offers to it. 
7. The Reaſons are fpecified of 
his reje&tins' her polluting Motion. 
Behold; my Mafter knows not what is with 
B 3 me 
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me in the Houſe, and he hath committed 
all that he hath to my Ftands : there ts 
none greater in bis Fonfe than I, ne- 
ther hath he kept back any thing from 
me but thee, becauſe thou art his Wife : 
Flow then can I ds this great: Wicked- 
neſs, and fin agamſt God? "Fwas a 
complicated Crime of Injuſtice and 
Uncleanneſs ; a moſt injurious Vio- 
lacion of the ſtrongeſt Ties of Du- 
ty and Gratittide to his Maſter, and 
of the ſacred Marriage-Covenant 
to: her Husband, and the fouleſt 
Blot co their Perſons : Therefore 
how can T commit a Sin ſo contrary to 
natural Conſcience, and ſupernatu- 
ral Grace, and provoke God ? Thus 
I have briefly conſidered the Narra- 
tive of Joſeph's Temptation ; and that 
Divine -Grace preferved him un- 
couched from that contagious Bite, 
may be reſembled to the miraculous 
preſerving the three Hebrew Martyrs 
un{imnged, in the midſt of the fla- 
ming Furnace, The Patience of 


Job, 


\ 


& Ge N. XXXIX. 9. 


Job, and the Chaſtity of Joſeph, are 
tranſmitted by the Secretaries of the 
Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, to be in 
perpetual Remembrance and Ad- 
miration. 

- From this ſingular Inſtance of 
Joſeph, who was neither ſeduced by 
the Allurements of his Miſtreſs, nor 
terrified. by the Rage of her deſpis'd 
AfﬀeStion, to fin againſt God, I ſhall 
obſerve two general Points, 


|. - That Temptations to Sm, how 
alluring ſoever, or terrifying, ought 
to be rejetted with Abhorrence, 


H. That the Fear of God is a ſure 
Defence and Guard againſt the 
ſtrongeſt Temptation. 


I will: explain and prove the 
Grlt; [and- only ſpeak a little of 
the ſecond in 4 Branch of the Ap- 
plication. 
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I. That Temptations to' Sin, - how 
alluring ſoever, or terifying, ave 


to be rejeted with Abborrence.- ' 


There will be. conyincing Proof 


of this, by conſidering two Things. 


* 4, Fhar Sin in its Nature, pre- 


ſcinding from the Train of 'wo- 
ful Effects, is the greateſt Evil. 


2. Thar, relatively to us, it is the | 
"moſt pernicious deſtructive Evil. 


1. That Sin conſidered in it (elf 
is the greateſt Evil. This will be 


-evident by conſidering; the: general 
-Narture of it, as directly oppoſite to 


God the ſupream Good. ' The De- 
hnition of Sin expreſſes its eſſential 


"Evil ; "tis the Tranſgreſſion- of the Di- 
vie Law, and conſequently op- 


poſes the Rights. of God's Throne, 
and obſcures the Glory of his-Ar- 
tributes that are exexcisd in the 


Moral 
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Moral Governraent of the World. 
-God;z: a$-Creator, is our, King, our 
-Loapgiver and Judss ' From his ?ro- 
-priery in us ariſes his Juſt Ticle» to 
Soveraigh Power Over Us: Know: ye Phal.1o6y 
 thatthe [ Lord be is'G od ; *tts bezthat made 
us, not we our ſelves ; we are his People, / 
and the Sheep of his Paſture.” The Crea- 
'tures of, a lower 'Order are 'unca- 
-pable” of *diſtinguiſhing- between 
'Mocal Good-and Evil; and are de- 
'terfnin'd by the weight of Nature to 
:whart is 'meerly ie 2 ble, and chere- 
fore are uncapable of a Law'to 
regulate their «Choice. | :But Man, 
whois endowed. with the Powers 
'of Underſtanding *and: Election; ro 
*conceivexand. cog whatis:Good, 
and rejet what:iS Evil, .is govern d 
'by a Lai, the declared Will of his 
< +In4 :' accordingly'a Law, the 
Rule.of his Obedience, was written 
in his Heart. ' -. 
. Now Sin, the Tranſgreſſion of | 
tis Law,contains many great Evils. . 
LICE An 1. Yin 
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x. Sin is a Rebellion againſt the 
Soveraign Majeſty of God, that 
ives the Life of Authority to-che 
Law. Therefore Divine- Precepts 
are enforced with the moſt proper 
and binding Motive to Obedience, 
{ am the Lord, Hhie that with pur- 
poſe and pleaſure commics Sin, im- 
plicitely renounces his Dependance 
upon God, as his Maketand Gq- 
vernour, ovet-rules- the Law, and 
arrogates an irreſponſible Licence to 
de his own Will.- ; This is expteſt 
by thoſe Atheiftical Deſigners, who 


_ faid;, With our Tongue we will prevail, 


» our Lips are: our own : who us Lord over 


1s ? The Latguage of Ations, that 
i more natural and convincing than 
of Words, declares that ſinful Men 
deſpiſe 'the Commands of God, as 
if they. were not his Creatures and 
Subje&s. - What a Diſhonour, what 
a Diſpleaſure is it to. the God of 


Glory, that proud Duſt ſhould fly 
in hib Face, and controul his Autho- 


xity ? 
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rity? He has ten thouſand times ten _— 

thouſand Angels that are high mm Dig- Pll10g; 

nity, and excel m Strength, waiting ima 20, 

Poſture of Reverence and Obſervance 

about bis Throne, ready to do bis Will : 

How provoking 1s it for a defpica- 

ble Worm to coritrayene his Lav, 

and life his Hand againſt him ? It 

will be no Excuſe to plead the 

Commands of Men for Sin: for 

as much as God is more glorious 

than Men, fo mach more are his 

Commands to be reſpe&ted and 

obeyed than Mens. Where there 

is an evident Oppoſition between 

the Laws of Men and of God; we 

muſt diſobey our Superiours, tho 

we diſpleaſe them, and obey 6ur 

Supream Ruler. Hethat does what 

s forbidden, ot negleRs to do what 

1s commanded by the Divine Law, 

to pleaſe Men, tho invefted- with 

the higheſt Sovereignty ors Earth, 

is Snilty of double Wickednef$; 

of Impiety, in depoſing God; ard 
Idola- 
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b- + 4 Idolatry, in' deifying Mert. © . 7 
4 -- It is an extream Aggravation of 


= \:-> this Evil, in tharSin as itis a diſ- 
k -1 claiming our Homage' to God, ſo 
{ *tis in- true account a yielding 'Sub- 
Ht jection, to the Devil. For Sin is in 
| the ſtricteſt Propriety bs Work, The 
>] Origirial Rebellion in Paradiſe was 
Pn by his Temptation, and all the a&tu- 
Ks al and:habitual Sins of Men fince the 
IE. Fall, are by his efficacious Influence. 
WF 2 Cor. 4. de darkens the Carnal Mind, and 
i. * + ſways the polluted Will; he excites 
and inflames the vicious. Aﬀections, 

Epheſ. 2, and imperioully rules in the Children 
2. of Diſobedience. He is,, therefore 
ſtiled the Prince and God of this World. 

And. what more contumelious In- 

© dignity can there be, than the pre- 
 ferring'to the glorious Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, a damned Spi- 

= rit, the moſt curſed parc of .the 
| "| _. Creation? It is moſt reaſonable, 
i - + that the; Baſenels .of the Competi- 
we tor, ſhould bea Foil to reinforce the 
owl | _ _ Luſtre 
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| Luſtre of God's Authority :* yer 
Men rejce&t'God, and comply with 
the Teriperr. O prodigious Per-. 
verſneſs! 

:. Sin vilifies the ruling W iſdom 

of God, that preſcrib'd the Law 
tro Men. Altho the Dominion of 
God over us be-Supreme and Abſo- 
lute, yet 'tis exercis'd according, to 
the Counſel of bis VYull, by the beſt 
Means, for the beſt Ends ; he is ac- 
cordingly ſtiled by the Apoſtle, The i Tim.r, 
eternal King, and only wiſe God. "Tis 
the glorious Prerogative of his So- 
veraignty and Deity, that he can 
do no Wrong : for he neceſſarily 
acts according to the Excellencies 
of his Nature. Particularly, his Wiſ- 
dom is ſo relucent in his Laws, 
that the ſerious Contemplation of 
it, will raviſh the ſincere Minds of 
Men into a Compliance with them. 
They are framed with exact Con- 
gruity ro the Nature of God, and 
his Relation to us, and to the Fa» | 
.culties 


PRE FIT 
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culties of Man before he was cor- 
rupted. From hence the Divine 
Law being the Tranſcript nor only 
of God's Will, but his Wiſdom, 
binds the Underſtanding and Will, 
our leading Faculties, to eſteem and 
approve, to conſent and chooſe all 
his Precepts as beſt. Now $in vi- 
lifes the Infinice Underſtanding of 
God with reſpect both to the Pre- 
cepts of the Law, the Rule of our 
Duty, and the Sanction annex'd to 
confirm its Obligation, It does 
conſtructively tax the Precepts as 
unequal, roo rigid and ſeyere a Con- 
fhnement ro our Wills and Acjons. 
Thus che impjous Rebels compiain, 
The Ways of the Lord are not equal, 
as injurious to their Liberty, and 
not worthy of Obſervance. What 
St. James 1{azth, to correct the un- 
charitable, cenſorious Humour of 
ſome in his time, He that ſpeaks 


James 4. Evil of his Brother, and judges his 


11. Brother, ſpeaks Evil of the Law, and 
= Judges 
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judges the Law, as an imperfect and 
raſh Rule, 1s applicable to Sinners 
in any other kind. . As an unskilful 
Hand by ſtraining too high, breaks 
the Striags of an Inſtrument, and 
{poils the Muſick ; ſo the Stridtneſs 
and the Severity of the Precepts, 
breaks the harmonious Agreement 
between the Wills of Men and the 
Law, and caſts an Imputation of 
Imprudence upon the Law-giver. 
This is the implicic Blaſphemy in 
IN. 

Beſides,the Law has Rewards and 
Puniſhments, to ſecure our Reſpecs 
and Obedience to it. The wiſe 
God knows the Frame of the reafo- 
nable Creature, what are the inward 
Springs of our Actions ; and has 
accordingly propounded ſuch Mo- 
tives to our Hope and Fear, the 
molt aftive Paſſions, as may engage 
us to perforr.our Duty. He pro- 
miles his Favour that ts better thaw 
Eife; to the Qbedient, and threatens 


Dt) bis 
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bis Wrath, that 7 is worſe than "TY to. 
the 'Rebellious. «+ Now Sin makes it 


evident, - that theſe. Motive&are-not 
effecual in_ the - Minds "of |Men : 


And this refleQs.ypor the Wiſdom 


of the Laww-giver, as if: defective in 
_ not: binding his Subjects firmly ro 


their Duty ; for if the Advantage 
Or. Pleaſure that may be gain'd by 


- Sin, be greater [than the Reward 
_ that is promiſed to Obedicnce, and 
the Puniſhment” chac is - -thicarned 
. againſt the 'Franſsreſſion, the Law 
WH upgble to reſtiain;frorn Sin, and 
' the Ends-of Government: are not 
- cobratned.” "Thus re raghes -1n \ven- 
- turing upon. forbidden .things, re- 


proach the Underſtanging of. the 


Divine, Law-giver. «2 52 {> 


3- iis a Gontrariety]to: RY 


hon red ,Hdlineſs of: God: cQfF-all 


orious and benigh :Conſtela- 
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God is holy in all his Works, but 
the moſt venerable and precious 
Monument of his Holineſs is the 
Law. For the Holineſs of God 
conſiſts in the Correſpondence of 
his Will and Actions with his moral 
Perfections, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 
Juſtice; and the Law 1s the per- 
te&t Copy of his Nature and Will. 
The Pſalmiſt who had a purged 
Eye, ſaw and admir'd its Purity and 


Perte&tion. The Commandment of the Pal: t9- 


Lord is pure, inlightning the Eyes. The 
Word is very near, therefore thy Ser- 
vant loves it. "Tis the perſpicuous 
Rule of our Duty withouc Ble- 
miſh or Imperfe&ion : The Com- 
mandment is holy, juſt and good. It in- 
joins nothing bur whar is abſolute- 
\ Jy Good, without the lealt Tincture 
of Evil. The Sum of it is ſer 
down by the Apoſtle, to live ſoberly, 
that is, to abſtain from any thing 
that may ſtain the Execellence of 
an underſtanding Creature : To live 

C righte= 
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riyhteonfly, which reſpects the Stare 
and Situation wherein God has 
diſpoſed Men for his Glory : It 
cotnprehends all the reſpe&ive Du- 
ties to others, ro whom we are u- 
nited by the Bands of Nature, or 
of Civil Sociery, or of Spiritual 
Communion : And to five yodly, 
which includes all the nd and 
outward Duties we owe to God, 
who is the Soveraign of our Spirits, 
whoſe Will muſt be the Rule, and 
his Glory the End of our Aﬀtions. 
In ſhort, The Law is ſo form'd, 
that preſcinding from the Authority 
of the Law-giver, its Holineſs and 
Goodneſs lays aneternal Obligation 
Gn 1s to obey it. Now Sin is not 
only by Interpretation, a Reproach 
to the Wiſdom and other Perfect 
ons of God, but direaly and = 
mally a Contratriety to his Infinit 

Sanctiry and Purity ; for it conſiſts 
in a not doifrg what the Law com- 
mands, or doing what it* forbids. 
"Tis 
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'Tis therefore ſaid, That the Carnal Rom. 11. 


Mind i Enmity againſt God: An ative, 
immediate and irreconcilable Con- 
trariety to his holy Nature and Will : 
From hence there is a reciprocal 
Hatred between God and Sinners : 


God is of purer Eyes than to behold Rom. 1. 


Iniquity, without an infinite Dilpli- 
cence, the Effets of which will 
fall upon Sinners; and tho 'tis an 
Impiety hardly conceivable, yer the 
Scripture tells us, that they are Ha- 
ters of God. *Tis true, God by the 
cranſcendent Excellence of his Na- 
ture is uncapable of ſuffering any 
Evil, and there are few in the pre- 
ſent State arrived to ſuch Malice, 
as to declare open Enmity and War 
againſt God. In the Damned this 
Hatred is explicic and direct, the 
Fever is heighroed to a Frenzy, the 
blefied God is the Obje& of their 
Curles and Eternal Averſation : If 
their Rage could extend to him, and 
their Power were equal to their 

C 2 Deltres, 
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Deſires, they would dethrone the 
moſt High. And the Seeds of this 
are in the Breaſts of Sinners here. 
As the fearful Expectation of irreſi- 
ſible and fiery Vengeance increaſes, 
their Averlation increaſes. They 
endeayour to raze out the Inſcrip- 
tion of God in their Souls, and to 
extinguiſh the Thoughts and Senſe 
of their Inſpector and Jud. They 
wiſh he were not All-ſeeing and 
Almighty, but Blind and Impo- 
rent, uncapable to vindicate the 
Honour of his deſpiſed Deity. The 
Fool hath ſaid in his Heart, there is no 
God. The Heart is the Fountain of 
Defires, and Actions interpret the 
Thoughts and Aﬀections, from 
whence the Inference is dire& and 
concluſive, that habitual Sinners, 
who live without God m the World, have 


ſecret Deſires; there was no Sove- 


raign Being, to obſerve and require 
an Account of all their Actions. 
The radical Cauſe of this Hatred 
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is from the Oppoſition of the ſin- 
ful polluted Wills of Men, to the 
Holineſs of God; for that Attribute 
excites his Juſtice, and Power, and 
Wrath, to puniſh Sinners. There- 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith, They are Ene- 
yues to God m their Minds through wicked 
Works. The naked repreſenting of 
this Impiety, that a reaſonable 
Creature ſhould hate the bleſſed 
Creator for his moſt Divine Per- 
fetions, cannot but ſtrike with Hor- 
ror. O the Sinfulneſs of Sin! 

4. Sin is the Contempt and A- 
buſe of his excellent Goodneſs. 
This Argument is as vaſt as God's 
innumerable Mercies, whereby he 
allures and obliges us ro Obedience : 
I ſhall reſtrain my Diſcourſe of it, 
to three things wherein the Divine 
Goodneſs is very conlpicuous, and 
moſt ungratefully deſpiſed by Sin- 
ners. | 

1/t. His creating Goodnels. I is 
clear, without the leaſt ſhadow. of 

C } Doubr, 
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Doubt, that nothing can give the 
firſt Being co it ſelf ; for this were 
to be before it was, which is a di- 
rect Contradition : and tis evi1- 
dent that God is the ſole Author of 
our Beings. Our Parents afforded 
the groſs matter of our compound- 
ed Nature, but the Variety and 
Union, the Beauty and Ulctulnels 
of the ſeveral Parts, which is ſo 
wonderful, that the Body is com- 
poled of as many Miracles as Mem- 
bers, was the Deſign of his Wil- 
dom, and the Work of his Hands. 
The lively Idea and perfe&t Ex- 
emplar of that regular Fabrick, was 
modell'd in the Divine Mind. This 
2ftected the Plalmiſt with Admira- 
tion: 1 am fearfully and wonderfully 


. made marvellous are thy Works, and 
that my Soul knows right-well, Thine 


Eyes did fee my Subſtance, yet being 
anperfe, and in thy Book all my Mem- 
bers were written, which in continuance 
were faſhioned, when as yet there was none 


of 
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of them. And Job obſerves, Thy 
Hands have made me and faſhioned me 
round about, The Soul, or principal 
Part, is of a Celeſtial Original, 
inſpired from the Father of Spirits. 
The Faculties of Underftanding and 
EleRion, are the indelible Cha- 
racters of our Dignity above the 
Brutes, and make us capable ro 
pleale, and glorify, and enjoy him. 
This farſt and fundamental Benefit, 
upon which all other Favours and 
Benefits are the Superſtruture, was 
the Effe& from an cternal Caule, 
his moſt free Decree, that ordained 
our Birth in the ſpaces of Time. 
The Fountain was his pure Good- 
nels ; there was no Neceſlity deter- 
mining his Will, he did not want 
external declarative Glory, "uy 
infinitely happy in himſelf, an 

there could be no ſuperiour Power 
to conſtrain hin. And that which 
renders our Maker's Goodneſs more 


free and obliging, is the Conſidera- 
4 c10n 


Job 10. 
8. 
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tion he might have created Millions 

of Men, and left us in our native 
Nothing, and, as I may ſo ſpeak, 
loſt and buried in perpetual Dark- 
neſs. Now, what was (3od's end 

in making us? Certainly it was 
becoming his Infinite Uneritand- 
ing, that is, to communicate of 
his own Divine Fulneſs, and to be 
actively glorified by intelligent Crea- 
tures. Accordingly 'tis the ſolemn 
Acknowledgment of the Repre- 
ſentative Church. Thou art worthy, 

0 Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, 
Rev. 4- and Power : For thou haſt created all 
''* Things, and for thy Pleaſure they were 
created, Who is ſo void of rational 
Sentiments, as not to acknowledg 
'tis our indiſpenſable Dutry, Our 
reaſonable Service, to offer up ©:5 1p 
an mtire living Sacrifice to his Glory ? 
War is more natura], according 
to the Laws of uncorrupt Nature, 
(Ts ſay, and of corrupt Na- 
ture, for the Heathens onachifed it) 
than 
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chan that Love ſhould correſpond 
with Love; as the one deſcends in 
Benefits, the other ſhould aſcend 
in Thankfulneſs. As a poliſh'd 
Looking-glaſs of Steel, ftrongly re- 
verberates the Beams of the Sun 
ſhining upon ir, without loſing a 
ſpark of Light, thus the under- 
ſtanding Soul ſhould refle& the 
AﬀeRion of Love upon our bleſſed 
Maker, in Reverence, and Praiſe, 
and Thankfulneſs. Now Sin breaks 
all thoſe ſacred Bands of Grace and 
Gratitude, that engage us to love 
and obey God. He is the juſt Lord 
of all our Faculties Intelle&ual and 
Senfitive, and the Sinner employs 
them as Weapons of Unrighteoul- 
nels againſt him. He preſerves us 
by bis powerful gracious Provi- 
dence, which is a renewed Crea- 
tion every Moment, and the Good- 
neſs he ulesto us, the Sinner abuſes 
againſt him. This is the moſt un- 
worthy, ſhameful and- monſtrous 

| Ingrati- 
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Ingratitude. This makes forgetful 
and unthankful Men, more brutiſh 
than the dull Ox, and the ſtupid Aſs, 
who ſerve thoſe that feed them ; 
nay, finks them below the inſenſi- 
ble part of the Creation, that in- 
variably obſerves the Law and Or- 
der preſcribed by the Creator. Aſto- 
niſhing Degeneracy ! Hear 0 Hea- 
vens, give Ear, O Earth! T have 
nouriſhed and brought up Children, and 
they have rebelled againſt me, was the 
Complaint of God himſelf, The 
conſiderate Review of this, will 
melt us into Tears of Confuhon. 

2dly. "Twas the nnvaluable 
Goodneſs of God to give his Law 
tro Man, for his Rule, both in re- 
ſpect of the matter of, the Law, 
and his end in giving it. 

(1.) The matter of the Law, 
this, as is forecited from the Apoſtle, 
is holy, juſt, and. good. It contains all 
things that are honeſt, and juſt, and 


pure, and lovely, and of good Report, 
what ſo- 
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whatſoever are vertuous and Praiſe. 
worthy, In Obedience to it the In- 
nocence and Perfection of the rea- 
ſonable Creature conſiſts. This I 
do but glance upon, having been 
conſider'd before. 

(2.) The end of giving the Law. 
God was pleas'd upon Man's Crea- 
tion, by an illuſtrious Revelation 
ro ſhew him his Duty, to write his 
Law m his Heart, that he might not 
take one ſtep out of the Circle of 
its Precepts, and immediately fin 
and periſh. His gracious Deſign 
was to keep Man in his Love; that 
from the Obedience of the. realon- 
able Creature, the Divine Good- 
neſs might rake its riſe to reward 
him. This unfeigned and excel- 
lent Goodneſs, the Sinner outragi- 
ouſly deſpiles: for what greater 
Contempt can be expreſt againſt a 
written Law, than the tearing it in 
pieces, and trampling it under foot 2 
And this conſtructively the Sinner 


does 
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does to the Law of God, which 
Contempt extends to the gracious 


Giver of it. Thus the Commandment 


Rom... 7. : | 
i%. that was ordain'd unto Life, by Sin was 


found unto Death. 
(3.) Sin is an extream vilitying 
of God's Goodneſs, in preferring 
F Carnal Pleaſures to his Favour, and 
Omnes , : ; 
Dcos co. Communion with him, wherein 
lendos the Life, the Felicity, the Heaven 


— of the reaſonable Creature conſiſts, 


ergo a God is Infinite in all poſſible Per- 


wume0 feftions, All-fifhicient to make us 
C@EterO- 
cum ile compleatly and eternally happy : 


rejectus he diſdains to have any Competitor, 


elt? nihil 4 ; hs | 
refat ut an requires to DE Upream IN OUT 


dicant, Eſteem and Aﬀections : the reaſon 


ray of this is ſo evident by Divine and 
Cipere Natural Light, that *tis needleſs to 


_— F ſpend many words about it. *Tis 
I . . 

quia ſo- an Obſervation of St. Auſtin X, That 
lum ſe 7t was a Rule amongSt the Heathens, that 


— a wiſe Man ſhould worſhip all their Dei- 
de Con- ties. "The Romans were lo inſati- 
/ſ- F- able in 1dolatry, that they ſent to 


17. Foreign 
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Foreign Countries to bring the Gods 
of ſeveral Nations: an unpoliſh'd 
Stone, a tame Serpent, that were 
reputed Deities, they received with 
great Solemnity and Reverence. 
But the true God had no Temple, 
no Worihip in Rome, where there 
was a Pantheon dedicated to the Ho- 
nour of all the falſe Gods. The 
Reaſon he gives of it is, that the 
true God, who alone has Divine 
Excellencies, and Divine Empire, 
will be worſhip'd alone, and ſtrict- 
ly forbids the Aſſumption of any 
into his Throne. To adore any be- 
ſides him is infinitely debaſing, and 
provoking to his dread Majeſty. 
Now Sin in its Nature 1s a Con- 
verſion from God to the Crea- 
ture; and whatever the Temptation 
be, in yielding to it, there is ſ1gni- 
fied, that we chooſe ſomething be- 
fore his Favour. Sin is founded #1 
bono jucundo, ſomething that is de- 
lIetable to the Carnal Nature : 'tis 
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the univerſal Character of Carnal 
Men, They are Lovers of Pleaſure 
more than Lovers of God. To ſome, 
Riches are the moſt alluring Object. 
The young Man in the Goſpel, 
when our Saviour commanded him 
to give his Eſtate to the Poor, and he 
ſhould have Treaſure in Heaven, went 
awry ſorrowful, as it he had been 
offer d to his lols. To others, the 
Pleaſnres that in ſtrict Propriety are 
(ſenſual, are moſt charming. Love 
is the Weight of the Soul that turns 
ic, not like a dead Weight of the 
Scales, but with Election freely to 
its Object : in the carnal Ballance 
the preſent Things of the World 
are of conſpicuous Moment, and 
our-wergh Spiritual and Erternal 
Bleſſings. Altho the Favour of 
God be eminently all that can be 
defir'd, under the Notion of Riches, 
or Honour, or Pleaſure, and ey 
Atom of our AﬀeRion is due to 
him; yet Carnal Men think it 2 
cheap 


| cheap Purchaſe to obrain the good 
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Things of this World, by finful 
means, With the loſs of his Favour. 
This their A&ions' declare. Pro- 


digious Folly! as if a few Sparks 


truck out of a Flint, thar can nei- 

ther afford Light or Warmth, were 

more deſirable than the Sun in its 

Brightneſs. And how contumeli- 

ous and provoking it is to God, he 

declares in the moſt moving Ex- 

prefiions : Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Fea Jer. 2. 
vens at this, and be horribly afraid, '* 7 
be ye very deſolate, ſaith the Lord. For 
my People have committed two Evils ; 
they have forſaken me the Fountain of 
lime Waters, and hewed them out 
broken Ciſterns. that can hold no Water. 
This immediately was charg'd up- 
on the Jews, who ſer up Idols of 
Jealouſy, and ador'd them, rather 
chan the glotious Jehovah: and in 
proportipn '1s true of all Sinners ; 
for every vicions Aﬀeion prefers 
{ome yain ObjeR, before his Love, 
— and 
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and the Enjoyment of his glorious 
Preſence, that is the Reward of 
Obedience. 

5- The Sinner diſparages the 
impartial Juſtice of God. In the 
Divine Law there is a Connexion 
between Sin and Puniſhment ; the 
Evil of doing and the Evil of 
ſuffering. This is not a meer Ar- 
bicrary Conſtitution, but founded 
on the inſeparable Deſert of Sin, 
and the Rectitude of God's Nas: 
ture, which unchangeably loves Ho- 
lineſs, and hates Sin. Altho the 
cthreatning does not lay a ſtrict ne- 
ceſſity upon the Lawgiver always 
ro inflictthe Puniſhment ; yer God 
having declar'd his equal Laws as 
the Rule of our Duty, and of his 
Judgment, if they ſhould be uſually 
without Effect upon Offenders, the 
Bands of Government would be 
difſoly'd, and conſequently the 
Honour of his Juſtice ſtain'd both 
with reſpe&t to his Nature and 


Office : 
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Office : for as an eflential Attribute 
tis the Correſponderice of his Will 
and Aftions with his Moral Per- 
fections ; and as Soveraign Ruler, 
he is to preſerve Equity and Order 
in his Kingdom. Now thoſe who 
voluntarily break his Law, prefutic 
upon Impunity. The firſt rebel- 
lious Sin was committed upon this 
Preſumption : God threatn'd, If you 
eat the forbidden Fruit, you ſhall die : 
the Serpent ſays, Eat, and you ſhall not 
die; and aſſenting to the Tempta- 
tion, Adam fell ro Diſobedience. 
And ever ſince Men are fearleſs to 
fin upon the ſame Motive. God 

chargeth the wicked, Thou thoughteſt Phl. 50, 
that 1 was altogether ſuch a one as thy 
felf ; not concern'd to puniſh the 
tolation of his ſacred Laws. The 
Sinner commits the Divine Attrt- 
bmes to fight againſt one another, 
preſuming, that Mercy will diſarm 
Juſtice, and ſtop irs terrible Effects 
upon impenttent obſtinate Sinners : 
>..--.\ From 
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From hence they become bold 

and harden'd in the continuance 
Deut.29, Of their Sins. There is a Root that 
17»19, beareth Gall and Wormwood: and when 
"the Curſe of the Law is declar'd 
and denouncd againſt Sin, the 
Wicked bleſſeth himſelf in his Fleart, 
ſaying, T ſhall have Peace, tho I walk 
in the Imagination of my Heart, to add 
Drunkenneſs to Thirſt, This caſts ſuch 
a foul Blemiſh upon the Juſtice of 

God, that he threatens the ſevereſt 
Vengeance for it. The Lord will 

not ſpare him, but the - Anger of the 

Lord and his Je alouſh ſhall ſmoke againſt 

that Man, and all the Curſes written in 

this Book ſhall be upon him, and the 

Lord ſhall blot out his Name from under 

Plal. 50. Heaven. Conſider this ye that forget 
God, leſt I tear you m pieces, and there 

be none to deliver. 

6. The Sinner implicitly denies 

God's Omniſcience. There is ſuch 

a Turpirude adhering to Sin, that it 
cannot endure the Light of the Sun, 
OT 
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or the Light of Conſcience, but 
ſeeks to be conceal'd under a Mask 
of Yertue, or a Vail of Darknels. 
T here are very few on this fide Hell, 


{o transform'd into the likeneſs of 


the Devil, as to be impenetrable 
by Shame. What is ſaid of the 
Adulcterer and Thief, Sinners of 
greater Quilt, and deeper Dye, is 
rrue in proportion of every Sinner ; 
Ii a Mans fees them, they are i the 
Terrors of the ſhadow of Death, Now 
from whence is it that many, who 
it they were ſurpriz'd in the actings 
of their Sins by a Child or a Stran- 
ger, would bluſh and tremble, yet 
' altho the holy God ſees all their Sins 
in order to judg them, and will 
judg in order to puniſh them, are 
ſecure withour any fearful or ſhame- 
ful Apprehenſions of his Pre- 
ſence ? Did they ſtedfaſtly believe 
that their foul Villanies were open 
to his piercing, pure and ſevere Eye; 
they muſt be ſtruck with Terrors, 

D 2 and 


Job; 


Ge er EE Ss 
1 


36 


SERMON 1. 


——_— 


Job 22, 
134 Ig. 


and cover'd with Confuſion. Will 
he force the Queen before my Face 2 was 
the Speech of the King inflam'd 
with Wrath, and the Prologue of 
Death againſt the fallen Favourite. 
Would Men dare to affronr God's 
Authority, and outragiouſly break 
his Laws before his Face, if they 
duly conftder'd his Omnipreſence 
and Obſervance of them ? jc were 
impoſſible. And Infidelicy is the 
radical Cauſe of their Inconſidera- 
tion. It was a falſe Imputation 
againſt Job, bur juſtly applied to 


the Wicked, Thou ſayeſt, How does 


God know ? can he juds through the 
dark Cloud 2 Thick Cm, are a Cover- 
My to him, that he ſees not. And 
fitch are introduced by the Plalmilt 
declaring their inward Sentiments : 
The Lord ſhall not fee, neither ſhall the 
God of Jacob revard it. 

Laſtly ; The Sinner lights the 
Power of God. This Attribute 


renders God a dreadful Judg. He 
has 
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has a Right to puniſh, and Power 
co revenge every Tranſgreſſion of 
his Law. His Judicial Power is 
\ypreme, his Executive is irreſiſtible. 
He can with one Stroke diſpatch the 
Body to the Grave, and the Soul to 
Hell, and make Men as miſerable 
as they are ſinful]. > Yet Sinners as 
boldly provoke him, as if there 
were no danger. We read of the 
infatuated Syrians, that they thought 
that God, the Prote&or of 1/rael, 
had only Power on the Hills, and noc 
in the Vallies, and renewed the War 
to their Deſtru&ion. Thus Sinners 
enter into the Liſts with God, and 
range an Army of Luſts againſt 
the Armies of Heaven, and blindly 
bold, run upon their own DeſtruRi- 
on. They neither believe his All- 
ſeeing Eye, nor All-mighty Hand. 
They change the Glory of the 
living God into a dead Idol, that 
has Eyes and ſees not, and Hands 
and handles not; and accordingly 

» his 
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his Threatnings make no Impreſii- 
on upon them. 


Thusl have preſented a true View 
of the Evil of Sin conſider'd in 
ic ſelf: but as Job ſaith of God, 
Flow little a Portion of him is known * 
may be ſaid of the Evil of Sin, 
How little of it is known ? Forin 
proportion as our Apprehenſions 
are defective and below the Great- 
neſs of God, ſo are they of the 
Evil of Sin, that contradicts his 
Soveraign, Will and diſhonours his 
excellent Perfecions. 
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How can 1 do this great Wickedneſs, 
. and ſin againſt God? 


2. I ſhall proceed to conſider the 
Evil of Sin relatively to us, 

and prove it to be moſt pernicious 
and deſtruftive. It we compare it 
with Temporal Evils, it preponde- 
rates all that Men are liable to in 
the preſent World, Diſeaſes in our 
Bodies, Diſaſters in our Eſtates, 
Diſgrace in our Reputation, are in 
juſt Eſteem far leſs Evil than the 
Evil of Sin : for that corrupts and 
deſtroys our more excellent and 
immortal Part. The vile Body is of 
no account in compariſon of the 
precious Soul, Therefore the Apo- 
{tle enforces his Exhortation, Dearly 
D 4 beloved 


—_—_——_ 


= —— 


RN SAEOM 
SERMON II. 


beloved Brethren, abſtain from fleſhly 


Luſts, that way againſt the Soul. The 
Iflue of this War is infinitely more 
woful, than of the moſt cruel a- 
gainſt our Bodies and CJoods, our 
Liberties and Lives : for our Eſtates 
and Freedom, if loſt, may be re- 
cover'd ; if the preſent Life be loſt 
tor the Cauſe of God, it ſhall be 
reftor'd in greater Luſtre and Per- 
tection ; bur if the Soul be loſt, *ris - 
loſt for ever. 

All Temporal Eyils are conſiſtent 
with the Love of God: Job on the 
Dunghil, roughcaſt with Ulcers, 
was moſt precious in God's fight ; 
Lazarus in the loweſt Poverty, and 
waſted with loarhſome Sores, was 
dear to his AﬀeRions ; a Guard of 
Angels was ſent to convoy his de- 
parting Soul ro the Divine Preſence. 
Bur Sm ſeparates between God and us, 
who is the Fountain of Felicity, 
and the Center of Reſt to the 
ET 
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Other Evils God, who is our wiſe 
and compaſſionate Father and Phy- 
ſician, makes uſe of, as Medicinal 
Preparations for the Cure of Sin : 
and certainly the Diſcaſe which 
would be the Death of the Soul, 
is worſe than the Remedy, tho ne- 
ver ſo bitter and affliting to Senſe. 

Sin is an Evil of that Malignity, 
that the leaſt degree of it is fatal. 
If it be conceivd in the Soul, tho 
not a&tually finiſh'd, 'tis deadly, 
One Sin corrupted in an inſtant An- 
gelical Excellencies,: and turn'd the 
gloriqus Spirits of Heaven into De- 
yils. "Tis Poiſon ſo ſtrong, that 
the firſt Taſte of it ſhed a deadly 
Taint and Malignity into the Veins 
of all Mankind. 

Sin is fuch an exceeding Evil, that 
ris the ſevereſt Puniſhment Divine 
Juſtice inflits on Sinners on this 
fide Hell. The giving Men over to 
the Power of their Luſts, is the moſt 
fearful Judgment, not only with 
Þ < reſpect 
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reſpe& to the Cauſe, God's unre- 
lenting and unquenchable Anger, 
and the Iſſue, everlaſting Deſtructi- 
on, but in the quality of the Judg- 
ment. Nay, did Sin appear as odi- 
ous in our Eyes as it does in God's, 
we ſhould account itthe worſt part 
of Hell it ſelf, the Pollutions. of 
the Damned to be an Evil ex- 
ceeding the Torments ſuperadded 
to them. 

Sin is pregnant with all kinds of 
Evils, the Seeds of it are big wich 
Judgments. The Evils that are 
obvious to Senſe, or” that are Spi- 
ricual and Inward, Temporal and 
Eternal Evils, all proceed from Sin, 
ofcen as the Natural Cauſe, and al- 
ways as the Meritorious. And ma- 
ny times the - lame Puniſhment is 
produc'd by the Efficiency of Sin, 
as well as inflicted for its Guilt. 
Thus Uncleanneſs, without the mi- 
raculous Waters of Jealouſy, rots 
the Body, and the Plcalure of Sin 


IS 


— 


On GEN. XXXIX. 9. 43 


_—— 
- 


© — 


is revenged by a loathſom conſu- 
ming Diſeaſe, the natural Conſe- 
quence of it. Thus Intemperance 
and Luxury ſhorten the Lives of 
Men, and accelerate Damnation. 
Fierce Deſires, and wild Rage are 
Fewelfortheeverlaſting Fire in Hell. 
The ſame Evils confidered Phyfi- 
cally, are from the Efficiency of 
Sin ; conſ1der'd legally, are 
the Guilt of Sin, and the Juſtice 
of God. 

This being a Point of great 
Uſctulneſs, that I may be more in- 
tru&ive, I will conſider the Evils 
that are conſequential to Sin, under 
theſe two Heids. 


Firſt, Such as proceed immedi- 
ately from it by Emanation. 


Secondly ; Thoſe Evils, and all 
other as the Effects of God's 


Juſtice and Sentence. 
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Firſt, The Evils that procced im- 
mediately by Emanation from it : 
and tho ſome of them are not re- 
ſented with feeling Apprehenſions 
by Sinners, yet they are of a fear- 
ful Nature. Sin has deprived Man 
of the Purity, Nobility, and Peace 
of his innocent State. 

1, It has ſtain'd and tainted him 
with an univerſal, intimate and 
permanent Pollution. Man in his 
firſt Creation was holy and righte- 
ous; 2 Beam of Beauty derived 
from Heaven was ſhed upon his 
Soul, in compariſon of which, ſen- 
ſitive Beauty is bur as the Clearneſs 
of Glaſs, to the Luſtre of a Dia- 


 mond. His Underſtanding was 


Lizht in the Lord, his Will and Af- 
tections were regular and pure, thc 
Divine Image was impreſt upon 
all his Faculties, that attracted the 
Love and Complaceney of (Tod 
himſelf. Sin has blotred our all 


his amiable Excellencies, and ſuper- 
induc'd 
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induc'd the moſt foul Deformity, 
the - Original of which was fetch'd 
from Hell. Sinners are the natu- 
ral Children of Satath, of a near 
Reſemblance to him. The Scrip- 
ture borrows Compariſons to re- 
preſent the defiling Quality of Sin, 
from Pollutions that are moſt loach- 
{om to our Senſes : from peſtilential 
Ulcers, putrifying Sores, filthy Vomit, 
and defilmg Mire, 'T his Pollution is 
univerſal through the whole Man, 
Spirit, Soul and Body. It darkens 
the Mind, our ſupream Faculty, 
with a Cloud of Corruption; ir 
depraves the Will, and vitiates the 
Aﬀections. 'Tis a Pollution ſo 
deep and permanent, that the De- 
luge that ſwept away a World of 
Sinners, did not waſh away their 
Sins : and the Fire at the laſt Day, 
chat ſhall devour the Droſs of the 
viſible World, and renew the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, ſhall not purge 
away the Sins of the guilty Inha- 
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bitants. This Pollution hath ſo de- 
fil'd and disfigur'd Man, who was 
a fair and lovely Type, wherein 
the Skill and Perfections of the 
Creator was conſpicuous, that it re- 
pented God that he made Man. - As 
an Artificer having form'd a ſur- 
prizing Piece, either a Statue or 
Picture, wherein Art almoſt equall'd 
the Life and Luſtre of Nature ; if 
it be torn or broken, throws it from 
his fight with ſorrow, impatient to 
ſee it ſo radely defaced : Thus God 
is {aid to bide his Face from Sinners, 
to expreſs his Diſpleaſure, as un- 
willing to behold the Diſparage- 
ment of his Maſter-piece, the ex- 
cellent Product of his Wiſdom and 
Power. | 

2. Sin has degraded Man from 
his native State and Dignity, Man 
by his Extraction and Deſcent was 
the Son of God, a little lower than the 
Angels, conſecrated and crowned, 


25 2 Prieſt for the Service and Com- 
mun1on 
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munion with his glorious Maker, 


and as King over the World. But 
bemg in Honour, he underſtood not his 
Dignity, his Duty and Felicity, and 
became like the Beaſts that periſh. By 
his Rebellion againſt his Creator, 
he made a Forfeiture of his Domi- 
nion, and loſt the Obedience of 
ſenſible Creatures, and the Service 
of Infenſible ; which I only men- 
tion, and ſhall reſtrain my Conſti- 
deration, to ſhew how he is be- 
come like the Beaſts, as an Effe&t 
reſulting from his Sin. He is de- 
veſted of his white Robe of Inno- 
cence, and his nobleſt Perfections, 


Reaſon and Religion. Senſe and. 


Imagination, the leading Faculties 
in Brutes, are his Rulers : The ra- 
tional governing Powers of Man, 
have loſt their ſuperior Sway, and 
the Carnal Paſſions rove without 
Reins to forbidden Obje&ts. The 
lower Appetites are predominant, 
which is the moſt ignominious and 


cruel 
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. cruel Servitude whetein Human 
Liberty can be intangled and fet- 
| ter'd. His Underſtanding and Will, 
that were capable of raking a flight 
for the Diſcovery and Fruition of 
Celeſtial and Eternal Things, are 
debaled, and limited to Coſual 
riſhing Things, and derive vili- 
ing Qualicies ſrom them. He « 
Larehly-minded ; his Aims, Contri- 
vances, Deſires are faſtened to the 
Earth: the Divine Spark within 
him 1s coverd under Aſhes. Heis 
carnally mmded, always ſtudying and 
making Provifions for the Fleſh. This 
is a viler Debaſement, chan if the 
Counſellors of State were employ- 
ed in the fordid Offices of the 
Kuchin os Stable, Nay, 'tis a Di- 
minution below the Rank of Beaſts, 
for by Nature they are unca 
of diretting their Eyes and Deſires 
towards Heaven ; bur Man is Bru- 
tiſh by his voluntary Sin. To ſee 
the Head of a rapacious Wolk, or 
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fherce Tyger, or luſtful Horſe joined 
to the Body of a Man, how mon- 
ſtrous would .it appear ? Bur 'tis 
more unnatural and ignominious, 
for Men, in whom Reaſon and 
Religion ſhould govern, co reſem- 
ble them in the Brutiſh Appetites 
of Luſt and Rage; for there is a 
nearer Affinity berween the Body 
of a Man and of a Beaſts, that 
agree in the common ſenſible Na- 
ture, than between the Immortal 
Spirit of a Man, and the Beaſts that 
periſh, In ſhore, Sin has enſlaved 
Men to Satan an Infernal Fiend : 
They are taken Captives by him at his 
Pleaſure : And, which is the loweſt 
Degradation, they are the Servants of 
Corruption. | 

3. Sin has broke the (weet Peace 
and bleſſed Concord in the Soul, 
the Felicity of our innocent State, 
Peace is the Tranquillity that reſults 
from Order and Unity, In Man 


there was a regular Harmony of all 
E his 
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his Faculties; the Aﬀections were 
conſonant with his Will, his Will 
with his Underſtanding, and his 
Underſtanding with the Law of 
God. This was the inward. State 
of his Soul in his Creation; for 
having a derived Being, it was na- 
tural and neceſſary, that he ſhould 
be appointed to his End, and re- 
ceive his Rule for the obtaining it, 
from the Underſtanding and Will 
of his Maker. Now whilſt there 
was a Correipondence in his Facul- 
ties, and their Operations witty his 
Rule and End, the Will . of: God, 
and the Glory of God, the Reſult 
of it, as well as the Reward of it, 
was Spiritual Peace with God, In- 
ternal Peace with himlelf, External 
Peace with others. Now Sin has 
diflolved this Unity, violated this 
{acred Order: And from hence, 
(1.) Peace with God, that 'con- 
fiſted in his Favour and Friendſhip 
ro us, and our Filial Dependance 
; upon 
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upon him, which is the Spring of 
tull and carisfying Joy, is broke. 
God appears a fearful Enemy a- 

ainſt the Sinners ; the penal Effects 
of his Wrath, I hall ſpeak of di- 
ſtintly under the Gd General : 
And thar Divine Calm in the Con- 
ſcience, that Peace joyn'd with the 
pureſt Pleaſure, that was the Re- 
flex of God's Favour on the Soul, 
is changed into anxious Apprehen- 
ſions of his juſt Power to puniſh 
us. Guilt generates Fear, and Fear 
Hatred, and both caule a wotal 
fight from God, 

. (2.) Internal Peace is broke by 
Sin. Whilſt the Paſſions were ſub: 
ordinate to the Empire of Realon, 
and in Accord among theraſelves, 
there was a perfect Peace ; but Sin 
bas raiſed an inteſtine War in Man's 
Breaſt. The Law of the Members re- 
bels againſt the Law of the Mmd; 
for there :is no Man lo prodigiouſly 
wicked, and ſpoil'd of his Primi- 
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tive Endowments, but ſtill there 
remains ſome Principles of Mora- 
Prima Jity in the Mind, fo that his Con- 
hc eſt ſcience diſcovers and condemns the 
_ - Viceshe allows and przCtiſes, which 
judi-e ne- makes the Sinner unealy to himſelf, 
mo n+ and mixes Vinegar with his Wine. 
{lvit. Beſides, ſince the Paſſions are dil- 
banded, into what Confuſion is 
Man fallen? How various, ' how 
violent are they, and often repug- 
nant to one another 2 How often 
do we change their Habits and 
Scenes in a day? Sometimes we 
are vainly merry, and then as vain- 
ly fad ; ſometimes deſirous, and 
then averſe; and with reſpect to 
our ſelves, ſometimes pleaſed, ſome- 
times vexd, ſometimes amiable, 
and ſometimes odious ; we are more 
mutable than the Planer that is the 
Emblem of Inconftancy. How 
often do Clouds of Melancholy 
darken the bright Serenity of the 
Spirit, and caſt a dreadful Gloom 
over 
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over it? How oft do Storms of 
Paſſion diſturb irs Tranquillity ? 
The Breaſt of Man, that was the 
Temple of Peace, is become a 
Den of Dragons ; every exorbitant 
Aﬀection tears and torments him. 
"Tis true, this is alſo a penal Effect 
from Divine Juſtice : There is wo 
Peace ſaith my God to the Wickd:: 
Witch which that Saying of St. 4u- 
ſtin is conſonant, Juſſi Domine, & 
ſic eſt, omnis inordatrs affettus eſt ſibi 
pena, 

(3.) Sin has broke our Agree- 
ment with one another. When 
there was a regular Conſent be- 
rween the ſuperiour and lower Fa- 
culties in all Men, they were in 
Unity among themlelves, for they 
were perfealy alike. But the tu- 
multcuous and tyrannical Paſſions 
have engaged them in mortal En- 
mity. 'Tis the account St. James 
gives, From whence come Wars and 
Fiohtmgs among you 2 Come they not 
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hence, even of your Luſts, that war in 


your Members ? Sin kindles and blows 


the Fire of Diſcord, in Families, 
Cities, Kingdoms : Sin is the Fury 
char bi ings a {moaking Firebrand 
from Hell, and ſers the World in- 
ro Combuſtion. Ambition, Ava- 
rice, the greedy Deſires of Rule 
and Revenge, have made the World 
a Stage of not feigned, but the 
moſt bloody Tragedies. In this 
Men are not like, but worſe than 
the Beaſts : for the fierceſt Beaſts 
of Africa or Hyrcania, have a re- 
ſpe& for their own Likeneſs : tho 
tay devour others, yet they ſpare 
thoſe of their own kind : but Men 
are ſo degenerate as to be moſt. 
cruel againſt their Brethren. Theſe 
are ſome of the Evils that proceed 
from Sin as their natural Cauſe. 
And from aſs: tis evident, that 
Sin makes Men miſerable, were 
there no Hell of Torment to receive 
them in the next State, 

Secondly; 
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Secondly; T will conſider the Eyils 
conſequent to Sin, as the Penal 
| Effects of the'Sentence againſt Sin ; 
of Divine Juſtice that decrees it, 
and Divine Power that inflicts it : 
and in theſe the Sinner is often 
an active Inſtrument of his own 
Miſery. 

1. The Fall of the Angels is the 
firſt and moſt terrible Puniſhment 
of Sin. God ſpared not the Angels 
that ſinned, but caſt them down to 
Hell, reſerved m Chains of Darkneſs 
to Judgment. How are they fallen ? 
from what height of Glory and 
Felicity into bottomleſs Perdirion ? 
How are they continually rack'd 
and tormented with the Remem- 
brance of their loſt Happinels ? It 
a thouſand of the prime Nobility 
of a Nation were executed in a 
day, by the Sentence of a righte- 
ous King, we [hould conclude their 
Crimes to be atrocious : innumera- 


ble Angels, dignified with the Titles of 
E 4 Domi- 
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Dommuns and Prmeipalittes, were ex- 
pell'd from Heaven, their native 
Seat, and the Sanctuary 'of Life, 
and are dead to all the joytul Ope- 
rations of the intellectual Nature, 
and only alive to Everlaſting Pain. 

OneSin of Pride or Envy, brought 
this terrible Vengeance; from 
whence we may infer, how -pro- 
voking Sin is to the holy God. We 
read of King Wzziah, that upon his 
Preſumption to offer Incenſe, he was 
ftruck with .a Leproſy, and the Prieſts 
thruſt bim out, and himſelf haſted to go 
out of the Temple : a Repreſentation 
of the Puniſhment of the Angels : 
by Preſumption they were Fuck 
with a Leproly, and juſtly expelled 
from the Celcſtial Temple; and not 
being able to ſuſtain the Terrors 
of the Divine Majeſty, they fled 
from his Preſence. *'Tis ſaid, God 
caſt them down, and they left their ewn 
Habitation. 
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2. Conſider the Penal Effects of 
Sin with reſpe&t to Man. They 
are comprehended in the Sentence 
of Death, the firſt and ſecond 
Death, threaten'd to deter Adam 
from tranſgreſſing the Law. 

In the firſt Creation Man while 
innocent was immortal : for altho 
his Body was compounded of jar- 
ring Elements, that had a natural 
Tendency to Diflolution, yet the 
Soul was endowed with ſuch Ver- 
tue, as to imbalm the Body alive, 
and to preſerve it from the leaſt 
degree of Putreta&tion. But when 
Man by his voluntary Sin was ſepa- 
rated from the Fountain of Life, the 
Soul loſt its derivative Life from 
God, and the active Life infuſed 
by its Union into the Body. It 
cannot preſerve the natural Life 
beyond its limited Term. A righ- 
teous Retaliation. Thus the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, Sm came into the World, 
and Death by Sin, Even Infants who 

never 
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never committed Sin, die, having 
been conceived in Sin. And Death 
brought in its Retinue Evils lo nu- 
merous and various, that their kinds 
are more than words to name and 
diſtinguiſh them. Man that is born 
of a Woman, is of few days, and full of 
Trouble : at his Birth he enters into 
a Labyrinth of Thorns, this mi- 
ſerable World, and his Life is a 
continual turning in it : he cannot 
eſcape being ſometimes prick'd and 
torn; and at going out of it, his 
Soul is rent from the Embraces of 
the Body. *Tis as poſiible to tell 
the number of the Waves in a tem- 
peſtuous Sea, as to recount all the 
rormenting Paſſions of the Soul, 
all the Diſeaſes of the Body, which 
far exceed in number all the unhap- 
py Parts wherein they are ſeated. 
Whar an afMicting Object would ir 
be, to hear all the mournful Lamen- 
rations, all the piercing Complaints, 


all the deep Groans from the milſe- 
rable 
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rable in this preſent State? What a 
proſpe& of Terror, to ſee Death in 
irs various Shapes, by Famine, by 


, Fire, by Sword, and by waſting 


or painful Diſeaſes, triumphant o- 
ver all Mankind ? What a fight of 


Woe, to have all the Graves and.- 


Charnel-houſes open'd, and lo ma- 
ny loathſom Carcaſes, or heaps of 
dry naked Bones, the Trophies of 
Death, exposd to view ? Such are 
the afflicting and the deſtructive 
Effe&s of Sin. For Wickedneſs burns 
as a Fire: it devours the Briars and 
Thorns. 

Beſides other Miſeries in this Life, 
ſometimes the Terrors of an accu- 
ſing Conſcience ſeize upon Men, 
which of all Evils are moſt heavy 
and overwhelming. Solomon who 
underſtood the Frame of Humane 
Nature, tells us, The Spirit of a Man 
can bear his Infirmity : that is, the 
Mind fortified by Principles of mo- 
ral Counlel and Conſtancy, can en- 

dure 
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dure the Aſſault of external Evils : 
but a wounded Spirit who can bear * 
This is moſt inſupportable when the 
Sting and Remorſe of the Mind is 
from the Senſe of Guilt : for then 
God appears an Enemy righteous 


and (evere; and who can encounter 


with offended Omnipotence ? Such 
is the ſharpneſs of his Sword, and 
the weight of his Hand, that every 
Stroke is deadly inward, Satan the 
cruel Enemy of Souls, exaſperates 
the Wound. He diſcovers and 
charges Sin upon the Conlcience, 
with all its killing Aggravartions, 
and conceals the Divine Mercy, the 
only Lenitive and healing Balm to 
the wounded Spirit. What Viſions 
of Horror, what Spectacles of Fear, 
what Scenes of Sorrow are preſen- 
red to the diſtracted Mind by the 
Prince of Darkneſs? And which 
heightens the Miſery, Man is a 
worſe Enemy to himſelf than Sa- 


tan : he falls upon his own Sword, 
and 
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and deſtroys himſelf. Whatever he 
ſees or hears, afflicts him ; whatever 
he thinks, torments him. The guilty 
Conſcience turns the Sun into Dark- 
neſs, and the Moon into Blood : the 
precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
that aſſure Fayoar and Pardon to 
returning and relenting Sinners, are 
rurn'd into Arguments of Deſpair, 
by reflefting upon the abuſe and 
provocation of Mercy, and that the 
Advocate in God's Boſom is become 
the Acculſer. Doleful State! be- 
yond the Conception of all, but 
thoſe who are plung'd into it. 
How often do they run to the Grave 
for San&uary, and ſeek for Death 
as a Deliverance? 

Yet all theſe Anxieties and Ter- 
rors are but the beginning of Sor- 
rows : forthe full and terrible Re- 
compences of Sin ſhall follow the 
Eternal Judgment 'pronounc'd a- 
oainſt the Wicked at the laſt Day. 
*Ts true, the Sentence of the Law 
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is paſt againſt the Sinner in this pre- 
ſent State, and Temporal Evils are 
the Effects of it , but that Sentence 
is revokable: at Death the Sentence 
is ratified by the Judg upon every 
impenitent Sinner ; tis deciſive of 
his State; and involves him under 
Puniſhment for. ever : But the full 
Execution of Judgment ſhall nor 
be till the publick general Sentence 
pronouncd by the everlaſting Judg, 
before th2 whole World. It ex- 
ceeds the compaſs of created 
Thoughts ro underſtand fully the 
diretul Effects of Sin in the Eternal 
State : For who - knows the Power of 
God's Wrath? "The Scripture repre- 
ſents the Puniſhment in Expreſſions, 
that may- inſtruct the Mind, and 
territy the-Imagination : that may 
work upon the Principles of Rea- 
fon and Senſe, by which Men are 

naturally and {trongly moved. 
1. Sinners ſhall beexcluded from 
Communion with the bleſſed God 
in 
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in Heaven, mn whoſe Preſence is Ful- 
neſs of Joy, and at whoſe Right-hand 
are Pleaſures for evermore. In the 
clear and transforming Viſion of 
his Glory, and*the intimate and in- 
diflolyable Union with him by 
Love, conſiſts the Perfe&tion- and 
Satisfaction of the immortal Soul. 
The Felicity reſulting from it, is fo 
entire and eternal, as God is great 
and true,' who has ſo often promis'd 
it to his Saints. Now Sin ſeparates 
loſt Souls for ever from the revi- 
ving Preſence of God. Who can 


declare the Extent and Degrees of 


that Evil? for an Evil riſes in pro- 
portion to the CFood of which it 
deprives us : it muſt therefore fol- 
low, that Celeſtial Blefledneſs be- 
ing tran{cendeat, the Excluſion 
from it is proportionably evil : And 
as 'the Felicity of- the Saints reſults 
both from the dire& Poſſeſſion of 
Heaven, and from compariſon with 


the contrary State: f{o the Miſery 


of 
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of the Damned ariſes, both from 
the Thoughts of loſt Happineſs, 
and from the laſting Pain that tor- 
ments them. 

But it may be replied, It this be 
che utmoſt Evil that is conſequent 
tro Sin, the threatning of it is not 
likely to deter but few from pleaſing 
their corrupt Appetites : for carnal 
Men have ſuch groſs Apprehen- 
fions, and vitiated Aﬀections, that 
they are careleſs of Spiritual Glory 
and Joy. They cannot taſte and ſee 
how good the Lofd is : nay, the Di- 
vine Preſence would be a Torment 
to them: For as Light is the moſt 
pleaſant Quality in the World: to 
the ſound Eye, lo 'tis very afflict- 
ing and painful to the Eye when 
corrupted by a Suffuſion of Hu- 
mours. 

To this a clear Anſwer may be 
given : In the next State where the 
Wicked ſhall for ever be without 
thoſe ſenſual Objects which here de- 
| Fant 
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ceive and delight them, their Ap- 
prehenſions will be changed ; they 
ſhall underſtand what a Happineſs 
the Fruition of the bleſſed God is, 
and what a Miſery to be uncapable 
of enjoying him, and expell'd from 
the Celeſtial Paradiſe. Our Savi- 
our tells the Infidel Jews, There 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, -w%ke 15: 
when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, ; 
and Jacob, and all the Prophets in the 
Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves 
ſhut out. How will they pine with 
Envy at the ſight of that Trium- 
phant Felicity of which they ſhall 
never be Partakers? Depart from 
me, will be as terrible a part of the 
Judgment, as Eternal Fire. w 
2. God's Juſtice is not ſatisfied 
in depriving them of Heaven, but 
inflicts the moſt heavy Puniſhment 
upon Senſe and Conſcience in the 
Damned : foras the Soul and Body 
in their State of Union in this Life, 
were both guilty, the one as the 
| F Guide, 
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Guide, the other as the Inftrumenc 
of Sin ; ſo 'tis equal, when re-united, 
they ſhould feel the Penal Effefts of 
it, The Scripture repreſents both ro 
our Capacity, by the Worm that never 
dies, and the Fire that ſhall never be 
quenched : and by the deſtroying of 
Body and Soul m Hell-Fire. Sinners 
{hall then be tormented, wherein 
they were molt delighted : they 
ſhall be inveſted with choſe Objects, 
that will cauſe the moſt dolorous 


' Perceptions in cheir ſenſitive Facul- 


ties. - The Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, 
the Blackneſs of Darkneſs, are words 
of a terrible Signification, and in- 
tended to awaken Sinners to fly 
from the Wrath to come. But no words 
can fully reveal the terrible Ingre- 
dients of their Miſery : the Puniſh- 
ment will be in proportion to the 
Glory of God's Majeſty that is 
diſhonourd and provok'd by Sin, 
and extent of his Power. And as 
the Soul was the Principal, and the 
Body 
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Body but an Acceſlary in the Works 
of Sia; ſo its*capacious Faculties 
will be far more tormented, than 
the more limited Faculties of the 
outward Senſes. The fiery Attri- 
butes of God ſhall be tranſmitted 
through the Glaſs of Conſcience, 
and concenter'd upon damned Spi- 
rits: the Fire without them 1s not 
lo tormenting as this Fire within 
chem. How will the tormenting 
Paſhons be inflam'd 2 What Ran- 
cor, Reluctance and Rage againſt 
the Power above that fentcnc'd 
them ro Hell 2 What Imparience 
and Indignation againtt themſelves 
for their wilful Sins, che juſt Cauſe 


_ of it? How will they curle their 


Creation, and wiſh their utter Ex- 
tin&tion, as the final Remedy of 
their Milery ? Bur all their ardenc 
Wiſhes are in vain : for the Guilt 
of Sin will never be expjared, nor 
God lo far reconcil'd as co annihilate 
them. As long as there is Juſtice 
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in Heaven, and Fire in Hell, as 
long as God and Eternity. ſhall 
continue, they muſt ſuffer theſe 
Torments, which the Strength and 
Patience of an Angel cannot bear 
one hour. From hence we may 
infer, what an inconceiveable Evil 
there is in Sin, and how hateful ir 
is to the moſt High, when God who 
#5 Love, who is ſtiled the Father of 
Mercies, has prepared and does in- 
flit ſuch Plagues for ever for the 
Tranſgrefſion of his holy Laws : 
and ſuch is the Equity of his Judg- 
ment, that he never puniſhes Offen- 
ders above their Delert. 


[ ſhall now apply this Do&trine, 
by reflecting the Light of it upon 
our Minds and Hearts. 

1. This diſcovers how perverſe 
and depraved the Minds and Wills 
of Men are, to chuſe Sin rather than 
Affliftion, and break the Divine Law 


for the obtaining Temporal Things. 
; If 
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If one with an attentive Eye re- 
oards the gen&rality of Mankind, 
what Dominion preſent and ſenſible 
Things have over them, how (e- 
- curely and habitually they fin in 
proſecution of their Carnal Aims, as 
if the Soul ſhould not ſurvive the 
Body, as if there were no Tribu- 
nal above to examine, no Judg to 
ſentence and puniſh Sinners ; it he 
has not Marble Bowels, it will ex- 
cite his Compaſſion or Indignation. 
What Compariſon is there between 
the good Things of this World, 
and of the next in Degrees or Du- 
ration? Aijery Honour, Senſual Plea- 
ſures, and Worldly Riches, are but 
the thin Appearances of Happineſs, 
Shadows in Maſquerade, that can- 
not afford ſolid Content to an im- 
mortal Spirit: the Bleſſedneſs of 
Heaven repleniſhes with everlaſting 
Satisfaction. What Proportion 1s 
there between the light and momentary 
Afflitions bere, and a vaſt Eternity 
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fill'd with Indignation and Wrath, 'Tribu- 
lation and Anguiſh, and deſperate Sor- 
row? What ſtupid Beaſt, what 
Monſter of a -/ 2 would prefer 
a ſuperficial tranſient Delight, the 
Plealure of a (hor: Dream, before 
ever-latisfying Joys? Or to avoid a 
flight Evil, venture upon Deſtru&i- 
on? Yet this is the true Caſe of 
Sinners : if they can obtain the 
World with the loſs of Heaven, 
they count it a valuable Purchaſe; 
if they can compound ſo, as to 
eſcape i emporal "Troubles, tho in- 
volved under Guilt that brings ex- 
tream and eternal Miſery, they 
think it a ſaving Pargain. Ama- 
zing Fol y-! Eicher they believe or 
do nor, the Recompences in the 
furure Stare: if they do not, how 
unaccountable is their Impiery : 2 If 
they-do, 'tis more prodigious they 
do nor feel the Powers of the World 
ta come, ſo as to regulate their Lives, 
and controul the ſtrongeſt Tempta- 
tions 
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tions tof1in agaiaſt God. A wicked 
Believer is moſt guilty than a wic- 
ked Infidel. How could we con- 
ceive it poſſible, were it not viſible 
in their Actions, that Men who 
have judicative Faculties to compare 
and diſtinguiſh things, and accor- 
dingly be moved with Deſires or 
Fears, ſhould with ardent Aﬀecti- 
ons purſue deſpicable Vanities, and 
neglect (ubltantial Happineſs, and 
be fearful of the Shadows of Dan- 
gers, and intrepid in the midſt of 
the trueſt Dangers! He is a deſpe- 
rate Gamelter that will venture a 
Crown at a Throw, againlt ſome 
petty Advantage : yet this is really 
done by Sinners who hazard the lols 
of Heaven for this World : they 
hang by ſlender Strings, a little 
Breath that expires every moment, 
over bottomleſs Perdition, and are 
inſenſtble, without any palpitation 
of Heart, any ſign of Fear. 
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How ſtrong i the Deluſion * 
and ele MV. the carnally- 

minded 2 "The Lufts of the Fleſh 
bribe and corrupt their Underſtand- 

ings, or divert them from ſerious 
Conſideration of their Ways, and 
the Iflues of them. From hence it 
is they are preſently entangled and 
vanquiſh'd by ſenſual Temptations ; 
they are cozen'd by the Colours of 
Good and Evil, and Satan: eaſily: 


| accompliſhes his moſt pernicious 


and envious Deſign, to make Men 
miſerable as himſelf. How juſt is 
the Reproach of Wiſdom, How long 


ye ſimple ones will ye love Simplicity, 


nd Fools hate Knowledo * The Light 


of Reaſon and Revelation ſhines 
upon them, they have not the ex- 
cuſe of Jonorance, but the righteous 
and heavy Condemnation of thoſe who 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
caufe their Deeds are evil. Tis no 
mean degree of Guilt to extenuare 
Sin, and make an Apolog y for Sin- 

ners, 
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ners. The wiſeſt of Men tells us, 
Fools make a mocK*of Sin : they count 
it a fond Nicenels, a filly Preciſe- 
neſs to be fearful of offending God. 
They boaſt of their deceitful Arts 
and Infinuations, whereby they re- 
preſent Sin as a light matter, to cor- 
rupt others. Bur 'tis infinitely ber- 
ter to be defective in the Subtilty of 
the Serpent, than» in the Innocence 
of the: Dove. A meer Natural, 


who is only capable of ſenſitive 


Actions, and is diftinguiſh'd from 
a Brute by his ſhape, is nor ſuch a 
forlorn Sot, as the ſinful Fool. 
What the Prophet Jeremy ſpeaks of 
one who gets Riches unjultly, that 
he ſhall leave them, and i the end 
die a Fool, will be verified of the 
wilful obſtinate Sinner : in the end 
he ſhall by the terrible Conviction 
of his own Mind, be found guilty 
of the moſt woful Folly : and how 
many have acknowledged in their 
laſt hours, when uſually Men ſpeak 


with 
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with the moſt feeling and leaſt 
Aﬀecation, how ſave they in words 
of the Pſalmiſt arraigned themlel ves, 
So fooliſh have we been, and like Beaſts 
before thee ? 

2. From hence we may be in- 
ſtructed of the wonderful Patience 
of God, who bears with a World 
of Sinners, that are obnoxious to 
his Juſtice, and under his Power 
every day. It we confider the 
nuraber and aggravations of Mens 
Sins, how many have out-rold the 
Hairs of their Heads in actual 
Tranſgreſfions ; how mighty and 
manifeſt their Sins are, that the 
Deiry and Providence are que- 
ſtioned for the ſuſpending of Ven- 
geance ? And yet that God notwith- 
Randing all their enormous Inju- 
ries, and violent Provocations, is 
patient towards Sinners, it cannot 
but fill us with Admiration. His 
Mercy, like the cheerful Light of the 
Sun, viſits us every Morning with 

its 
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its benign Influences; his Juſtice, 
like Thunder, rarely ftrikes the 
Wicked. He affords not only the 
Supports of Life, bur many Com- 
forts and Refreſhments to the un- 
thankful and rebellious. 

'Tis not from any Defect in his 
Power that they are not conſum'd, 
but from the Abundance of his 
Mercy. He made the World with- 


out any ſtrain of his Power, and 


can as eaſily deſtroy it: he has an 


innumerable Company of Angels 
attending his Commands; and eve- 
ry Angel is an Army in ſtrength : 
one of them deſtroyed an hundred 
and fourſcore and five thouſand in 
a Night. He can uſe the moſt de- 
ſpicable and weakeſt Creatures, 
Frogs, and Lice, and Flies, as Inftru- 
ments of Vengeance to ſubdue the 
proudeſt Pharaoh, the moſt obſti- 
nate Rebels. -— He ſees Sin where- 
ever it 1s, and hates it where-ever 
he ſees it ; yet his Patience endures 

their 
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their crying Sins, and his long-Suffe- 
ing expects their Repentance. The 
Lord is not ſlack, as ſome Men count 
ſlackneſs, but he is long-ſuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to Repentance. He 
ſpares Sinners with ſuch Indulgence, 
in order to their Salvation. 'Tis 
deſervedly one of his Royal Titles, 
The God of Patience. Our fierce Spi- 
rits.are apt to take Fire and Revenge 
for every Injury real, or ſuppos'd 
bur the great Cod, who is infinite- 
ly ſenſible of all the Indignities 
offer'd to his Majeſty, defers his An- 


ger, and loads them with his Benefits 


every day. What is more aftoniſh- 
ing than the Riches of his Goodneſs, 
unleſs it be the perverſe Abuſe of 
it by Sinners, to harden themſelves 
in their Impieties? But altho his 
Clemency delays the Puniſhment, 
the Sacredneſs and Conſtancy of 
his Juſtice will not forget it : when 
Patience has bad its perfe work, Juſtice 

{hall 
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ſhall have a ſolemn Triumph in 
the final Deſtruction of impenitent 
unreformed Sinners. 

3. The Conſideration of the 
Evil of Sin, ſo great in it ſelf, and 
pernicious to us, heightens our Ob- 
ligations to the Divine Mercy, in 
ſaving us from our Sins, and an ever- 
laſting Hell, the juſt Puniſhment of 
them. Our Loſs was unvaluable, 
our Miſery extream, and without 
infinite Mercy, we had been under 
an unremediable neceſſity of fin- 
ning and ſuffering for ever. - God 
ſaw us in this wretched and deſpe- 
rate State, and his Eye affefted his 
Heart, im his Pity he redeemed and re- 
ſtored us. This is the cleareſt 
Teſtimony of pure Goodneſs : for 
God did not want external Glory, 
who is infinitely happy in his own 
Perfections : he could, when Man 
revolted from his Duty, have crea- 
ted a new World of innocent Crea- 
tures: for infiaite Power is not 
W_. E ſpent 
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ſpent nor leſſened by finite Pro- 
ductions, but - his undeſerved and | 
undeſired Mercy appeared in our | 
Salvation. The way of accom- 
pliſhing it, renders Mercy more il- 
luſtrious : for to glorify his Juſtice, 
and preſerve the Honour of his | 
Holineſs unblemiſh'd, he laid upon 
his Son the Miqunity of us all. This 
was Love that paſleth all Under- 
ſtanding : Our. Saviour ſpeaks of 
it with Admiration; God ſo loved 
the World, and hated Sin, that he 
gave 1s only begotten Son to die for it ; 
that whoſoever believes m him, ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. | 


And how dear are our Engage- 
ments to Jeſus Chriſt 2 The Juds 
would not releaſe the Guilty with- 
out a Ranſom, nor the Surety with- | 
out Satisfaction; and the Son of 
God moſt compaſſionately and wil- 
lingly gave his precious Blood to 
obrai our Deliverance, If his | 


Perfefions were not moſt amiable 
and 
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and raviſhing, yet that he died for 
us, ſhould infinitely endear him to 
us. To thoſe who believe, be is pre- 
cious : to thoſe who have felt their 
undone Condrtron, and that by his 
Merits and Mediation, are reſtored 
ro the Favour of God, he is emi- 
nently precious. Who can break 
the Conſtraints of ſuch Love * If there 
be a ſpark of Reaſon, or a grain 
of unfeigned Faith in us, We muſt 
judg, that if one died for all, then all 
were dead ; and thoſe that live, ſhould 
live to his Glory, who died for their 
Salvation. 

Add to this, that in the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt there is the cleareſt 
Demonſtration of the Evil of Sin, 
and how hateful it is to God, if 
we conſider the Dignity of his 
Perſon, the Greatneſs of his Suffer- 
ings, and the innocent Recoilings 
of his Human Nature from ſuch 
fearful Sufferings. He was the 


Eternal Son of Cod, the Heir of 
his 
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his Father's Love and Glory, the 
Lord of Angels; he ſuffered in 
his Body the moſt ignominious and 
painful Death, being nail'd to the 
Croſs in the ſight of the World : 
The Sufferings of his Soul were 
incomparably more afflicting : For 
cho heavenly meek, he endured the 
Deriſion and cruel Violence of his 
Enemies with a filent Patience ; yet 
in the dark Eclipſe of his Father's 
Countenance, in the deſolate ſtate 
of his Soul, the Lamb of God opened 
his Mouth in that mournful Com- 
plaint, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me ? His innocent Na- 
ture did ſo recoil from thoſe fear- 
ful Sufferings, that with repeated 
Ardency of Aﬀedction, he depre- 
cated that bitter Cup; Abba, Fa- 
ther, all things are poſſible to Thee ; 
let this Cup paſs me: He addreſs'd 
to the Divine Power and Love, 
the Attributes that relieve the 
Miſerable, yet he drank off the 

Dregs 


» 
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Dregs of the Cup of God's Wrath, 
Now we may from hence con- 
clude, how great an Evil Sin is, 
that could not be expiated by a 
meaner Sacrifice, than the offering up 
the Soul of Chriſt to atone incenſed 
Juſtice ; and no lower a Price, than 
the Blood of the Son of God, the 
moſt unyaluable Treaſure, could 
ranſom Men who were devoted to 

Deſtruction. | 
4. The Conſideration of the 
Evil of Sin in it felf and to us; 
ſhould excite us with a holy Cit- 
cumſpeCtion to keep our ſelyes from 
being defiled with it. *Tis our in- 
diſpenſable Duty, out tranſcendent 
Intereſt tro obey the Divine Law 
entirely and conſtantly. The Temp- 
ter cannot preſent any Motives, that 
tro a retified Mind are ſufficient to 
induce a Conſent to Sin; and offend 
God. Let the Scales be even, and 
put into one all the Delights of the 
Senſes, all the Pleaſures and Ho- 
G hours 
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nours of the World, which are the 
Elements of Carnal Felicity, how 
light are they againſt the Enjoy- 
ment of the bleſſed God in Glory ? 
Will the Gain of this periſhing 
World, compenſate the loſs of the 
Soul and Salvation for ever? If 
there were any poſſible Compari- 
ſon between empty deluding Vani- 
ties, and Celeſtial Happineſs, the 
Choice would be more difficulr, 
and the Miſtake leſs culpable; bur 
they vaniſh into nothing in the 
Compariſon: ſo that to commit 
the leaſt Sin that makes us liable to 
the forfeiture of Heaven, for the 
Pleaſures of Sin that are but for a 
ſeaſon, is Madneſs in that degree, 
that no words can expreſs. Sup- 
pole the Tempter inſpires bis Rage 
into his Slaves, and tries to con- 
ſtrain us to Sin by Perſecution ; 
how unreaſonable is it to be diſ- 
mayed at the Threatnings of Men, 
who muſt die, and who can only 

| touch 
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couch the Body ; and to deſpiſe the 
Terrors of the Lord, who lives for 
ever, and can puniſh for ever 2 Me- 
thinks we ſhould look upon the 
perverted raging World, as a Swarm 
of angry Flies, that may diſquiet, 
but cannot hurt us. Socrates, when 
unrighteouſly proſecuted to Death, 
{aid of his Enemies, with a Courage 
becoming the Breaſt of a Chriſtian, 
They may kill me, but cannot hurt me. 
How ſhould theſe Conſiderations 
raiſe in us an invincible Reſolution 
and Reluctancy againſt the Temp- 
ter, in all his Approaches and Ad- 
dreſſes to us? And that we may [0 
reſiſt him, as to cauſe his flight from 
1, let us imitate the excellent 
Saint, whoſe Example is ſet before 
US. 
(1.) By poſleſſing the Soul with 
a lively and folema Senle ot God's 
Prelence, who is the Inſpector and 
Judg of all our Actions. Joſeph 
repell'd the "Temptation with this 

G3 POwer- 


$4 SERMON IL. 


powerful Thought, How ſhall T fin 
avainſt God ? The Fear of the Lord is | 
clean ; "tis a watchful Sentinel, that | 
reſiſts Temptations without, and 
ſuppreſſes Corruptions within : *Tis 

like the Cherubim plac'd with a 
flaming Sword in Paradiſe, to pre- {| 
vent the Re-entry of Adam when | 
ouilty and polluted. For this end 
we muſt, by frequent and ſerious 
Conſiderations, repreſent the Dj- 
vine Being and Glory in our Minds, 
that there may be a gracious Con- 
ſtirution of Soul ; this will be our 
Preſervative from Sin: for altho 
the habitual Thoughts of God are 
not always in act, yet upon a 
Temptation they are prelently ex- 
cited, and appear in the view of 
Conlcience, and are effetual to 
make- us reje& the Tempter with |} 
Dehance and Indignation. 

This holy Fear is not a meer ju- 
dicial Impreſſion, that reſtrains from 
Sin, for the dreadful Puniſhment 

that 
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that follows ; for that ſervile Af- 
feftion, tho it may ſtop a Tempta- 
tion, and hinder the Eruption of a 
Luft into the groſs Act, yet it does 
not renew the Nature, and make 
us Holy and Heavenly. There 
| may be a reſpective Diſlike of Sin 
with a direct Aﬀection to it. Bc- 
ſides, a meer ſervile Fear is repug- 
nant to Nature, and will be ex- 
pell'd if poſhble. Therefore, that 
we may be in the Fear of the Lord all 
the day long, we muſt regard him in 
his endearing Attributes, his Love, 
his Goodneſs and Compaſſion, his 
rewarding Mercy ; and this will 
( produce a filial Fear of Reverence 
and Caution, leſt we ſhould offend 
ſo gracious a (Tod. As the na- 
cural Life is preſerved by grateful 
Food, not by Aloes and Worm- 
wood, which are uſeful Medicines; 
ſo the Spiritual Life is maintained 
by the comfortable Apprehenſioas 
of God, as the Rewarder of our 
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Fidelity in all our Trials. 

(2.) Strip Sin of its Diſguiſes, 
waſh oft its flattering Colours, that 
you may ce its native Uglineſs. Jo- 
{epb's reply to the Tempter, How ſhall 
1 do this great Wickedneſs ? Wufion and 
Concupilſcence are the Inducements 
ro Sin : When a Luft repreſents the 
Tempration as very alluring, and 
hinders the Reflection of the Mind, 
upon the intrinſick and conſequen- 
tial Evil of Sin, 'tis like the putting 
Poiſon into the Glaſs : but when 
it has fo far corrupted the Mind, 
that Sin is eſteemed a ſmall Evil, 
Poiſon is thrown into the Foun- 
rain. If we conſider the Majeſty 
of the Lawgiver, there is no- Law 
{mall, nor Sin ſmall, that is the 
Tranſgrefftion of ir. Yet the moſt 
are fecure in an evil courſe, by Con- 
ceits that their Sins are {mall. *Tis 
true, there is a vaſt difference be- 
eween Sins in their Nature and 
Circumſtances : there are inſenſible 

Omiſli- 
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Omiſſions and accuſing Acts, bur 
the leaſt is damnable. Beſides, the 
allowance and number of Sins re- 
puted ſmall, will involve under 
intolerable Guilt. What is lighter 
than a Grain of Sand ? you may 
blow away a hundred with a Breath ; 
And what is heavier than a heap of 
Sand condens'd together ? Tis our 
Wiſdom and Duty to conſider the 
Evil of Sin in its eſſential Malig- 
nity, which implies no leſs, than 
that God was neither wile nor good 
in making his Law, and that he 
is not juſt and powerful to vindi- 
cate it : And when tempted to any 
pleaſant Sin, to conſider the due 
Aggravations of it, as Joſeph did, 
which will controul the Efficacy 
of the Temptation. I ſhall only 
add, that when a Man has morti- 
hed the Luſts of the Fleſh, ke has 
overcome the main part of the in- 
ternal Army that wars againſt the 
Soul, Senſual Objects do power- 
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fully and pleaſantly inſinuate into 
carnal Men, and the Aﬀections are 
very unwillingly reſtrain'd from 
them, To undertake the Cure of 
thoſe, whoſe Diſeaſe is their Plea- 
ſure, is almoſt a vain Attempt : for 
they do not judg it an Evil to be 
regarded, and will not accept di- 
ſtaſteful Remedies. 

(3.) Fly all tempting occaſions 
of Sy Joſeph would not be alone 
with his Miſtreſs, There is no 
Vertue ſo confirmed, and in that 
degree of Eminence, but if one be 
frequently ingaged in vicious So- 
ciety, 'tis in danger of being e- 
clips'd and controul'd by the op- 
polite Vice. If the Ermins will 
aſſociate with the Swine, they muſt 
lie in the Mire: if the Sheep with 
Wolves, they muft learn to bite 
and devour : if Doves with Vul- 
rures, they mult learn to live on the 
Prey. Our fineſt Guard is to keep 
3r 2 diſtance from all engaging 

Snares. 
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Snares, He that from Careleſneſs 
or Confidence ventures into Temp- 
cations, makes himſelf an eaſy Prey 
to the Tempter. 

And let us daily pray for the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance to keep us from the 
Evil of the World ; without which 
all our Reſolutions will be as in- 
eftectual as Ropes of Sand, to bind 
us to our Duty. 

5. 'The Conſideration of the 
Evil of Sin is a powerful Motive to 
our ſolemn and ſpeedy Repentance. 
The remembrance of our Original 
and Actual Sins, will convince us, 
that we are born for Repentance. 
There are innumerable filent Sins, 
that are unobſerved, and do not 
alarm the Conſcience : and altho 
a true Saint will neither hide any 
Sin, nor ſuffer Sin to hide it (elf in 
his Breaſt, yet the moſt holy Men 
in the World, have great reaſon 
with the Pſalmiſt, to ſay with mel- 
ting Aﬀections, Who can underſtand 


his 


ory 
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his Errors? O cleanſe me from my ſe- 
cret Sins; diſcover them to me by 
che Light of the Word, and cover 
them in the Blood. of the Re- 
deemer. There are Sins of Infir- 
mity and daily Incurſion, from 
which none can þe perfe&ly freed 
in this mortal State : theſe ſhould 
excite our Watchfulneſs, and be 
lamented with true Tears. There 
are crying Sins of a Crimſon Guilt, 
which are to be confeſt with 
heart-breaking Sorrow, confound- 
ing Shame, and implacable Anti- 
pathy againſt them, and to be for- 
ſaken for ever. Of theſe, ſome 
are of a deep die in their Nature, 
and ſome from the Circumſtances 
in committing them ; ſome are of 
a heinous Nature, and more directly 
and expreſly renounce our Duty, 
and more immediately obſtruct 
our Communion with God: As a 
Mud-Wall intercepts the Light of 


the Sun from thining upon us. 
2. Some 
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2. Some derive a greater Guilt from 
the Circumftances in the commiſſi- 
on. Such are, 

(1.) Sins againſt Knowledg : 
for according to the Ingrediency 
of the Will in Sin, the Guilt ariſes. 
Now when Conſcience interpoſes 
between the Carnal Heart and the 
Temptation, and repreſents the 
Evil of Sin, and deters from Com- 
pliance, and yet Men will venture 
to break the Divine Law, this ex- 
ceedingly aggravates the Offence ; 
for ſuch Sins are committed with a 
fuller Conſent, and are juſtly called 
Rebellion againſt the Light. And 
the clearer the Light is, the more it 
will increaſe the diſconſolate feartul 
Darkneſs in Hell. 

(21.) Sins committed againſt the 
Love as well as the Law of God, 
are exceedingly aggravated. To 
pervert the Benefits we receive from 
God to his Diſhonour, to turn them 
into occaſions of Sin, which were 


deſigned 


——— 
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deſigned to endear Obedience to 
us; to fin licentiouſly and ſecurely 
in hopes of an eaſy Pardon at laſt, 
is intenſive of our Cuilt in a high 
degree. This is to poiſon the An- 
tidote, and make it deadly. There 
is a Sacrifice to reconcile offended 
Juſtice; but if Men obſtinately 
continue in Sin, and abuſe the Grace 
of the Goſpel, there is no Sacri- 

fice to appeale exaſperated Mercy. 
(3.) Sins committed againſt. (o- 
lemn Promiſes and Engagements 
ro forſake them, have a deeper Die : 
for Perfidiouſnels is join'd with this 
Diſobedience. The Divine Law 
ſtrictly binds us to our Duty, ante- 
cedently to our Conſent ; but when 
we promile to obey it, we increaſe 
our Obligations, and by ſinning, 
break double Chains. In ſhort, any 
babirual allowed Sin, induces a 
heavy Guilt; for it argues a deeper 
root and foundation of Sin in the 
Heart, a ſtronger Inclination to it, 
from 


Ce pe en 


— 
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from whence the repeated Acts pro- 
ceed, which are new Provocations 
to the pure Eyes of God. Accord- 


ingly in repenting Reflections, our 


Sorrow ſhould be moſt afflicting, 
our Humiliation deeper, our Self- 
condemnation moſt ſevere for thoſe 
Sins which have been moſt diſho- 
nourable to God, and defiling to ns. 
Not that we can make any Satil- 
faction for our Sins, tho we ſhould 
fill the Air with our Sighs, and Hea- 
ven with our Tears ; but it becomes 
us to have our Sorrows inlarged in 
ſome proportion to our Unworthi- 
neſs. And this mournful Diſpoſiti- 
on prepares us for the Grace of God. 
The Law does not allow Repen- 
tance, but exacts entire Obedience : 
tis the Privilege of the Goſpel, that 
repenting Sinners are aſlur'd of For- 
giveneſs : without this Qualification 
"tis inconſiſtent with the Majeſty, 
Purity and Juſtice of God,to extend 
pardoning Mercy to Sinners: for 

chey 
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they will never value, nor humbly 
and ardently ſeek for Mercy, till 
they feel the woful Effects of Sin in 
their Conſcience : only the ſtung 
Jjrazlite would look to the brazen 
Serpent. And this is requiſite to 
prevent our relapſing into Sin: for 
the Dominion of -Sia being founded 
in the Love of Pleaſure, the proper 
means to extinguiſh, it is by a bitter 
Repentance : the Heart is farſt bro- 


ken for Sin, and then from it. 


To conclude; Let us renew our 
Repentance every day : let not the 
Wounds of our Spirits putrify : let 
not the Sun go down upon God's Wrath : 
let us always renew the Application 
of Chriſt's Blood thar 'alone can 
cleanſe us from Sin. 


SE R- 
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By this we know we are the Children of 
God, if we. love God, and keep his 
Commandments. 


F all the Marks that are uſe- 

ful in the Trial of our Spi- 

ritual State in reference to Eternity, 
there is none affords a more clear 
and comfortable Aſſurance of God's 
{pecial and ſaving Mercy, than Love 
ro the Saints. This has often re- 
ſolved the Doubts, and quieted the 
Fears of afflicted enquiring Souls, 
when other Graces have not been 
ſo apprehenſible in their Operati- 
ons. Bur there is no Mark which 
the deceittul Heart does more {e- 
curely 
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curely reſt upon, through the mil: 
cake of Natural Human Love for 
that which is Spiritual and Divine : 
It is therefore moſt worthy our ſe- 
rious Thoughts, the Deceit being 
ſo caſly' and infinitely dangerous, 
to ſhew what is the unfeigned ge- 
nuine Love of the Brethren, to 
which Salvation is annex'd, to con- 
firm the humble ſincere Chriſtian, 

_-and undeceive preſuming Hypo- 
Crites. | 

The great Delign of St. John in 
this Epiſtle, is to excite and en- 
flame in Chriſtians the Love of 
God, and of their Brethren, the two 
comprehenſive Duties, and bright 
Sum of the Law, our principal Per- 
fetions in Heaven and Earth, 
Theſe he recommends by the moſt 
affe&ionate and obliging, the moſt 
warming, melting Per{wafives ; the 
ſuperlative Love-of God to us, and 
our Communion with the Saints in 
Nature and Grace. 

In 


On i John v. 2. 97 
Ia the former Verle the Apoſtle 
argues from the realiry of the Effect, 
as an Evidence of the Cauſe. Who- 
ever believes that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
that is, the Saviour of the World, 
foretold by the Prophets, and ex- 
preſſes the Truth of that Faith in a 
{urable Converſation, # born of God ; 
and every one that loveth him that begat, 
loveth him alſo that is begotten of him. 
Grace is not leſs powerful in pro- 
ducing tender reciprocal Afﬀections 
between the Off-{pring of the ſame 
Heavenly Father, than the ſubor- 
dinate Endearments of Nature. 
The Pretence is vain of Love to 
God, without loving his regene- 
rate Children. And in the Text 
he argues from the knowledg of 
the Cauſe, to the diſcovering of 
the ſincerity of the Effect : By this 
we know that we love the Children of 
God, with a holy 'Aﬀection, if we 
love God, ani keep his Commandments. 


H There 
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There is but one Difficulty to be 
removed, that the Force of the 
Apoſtle's reaſoning may appear ; 
'ris this, a Medium to prove a thing | 
muſt be a clearer Evidence than 
what is concluded by it : Now tho 
a Demonſtration from the Cauſe be 
more noble and ſcientifical, yet that 
which is drawn from the Efte&, is 
more near to Senſe, and more 
dilcernable. And this is verified in 
the Inſtance before us; for the Love 
of God, who is abſolutely ſpiritual 
in his Being and Excellencies, doth 
not with that ſenſible Fervour affect 
and paſſionatelytranſport us,as Love 
ro his Children, with whom we 
viſibly converſe, and who are re- 
ceptive of the moſt ſenſible Teſti- 
monies of our Aﬀection. Accor- 
dingly the Apoſtle argues, He that 
loves not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not 
ſem? As the Motives to love our 


Brethren, from our Cojun&tion in 


Nature, 
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Nature, and familiar Converſation, 
are more capable to allure our 
Aﬀections, and more ſenſibly ſtrike 
the Heart than the inviſible Deity, 
who is infinitely above us ; by the 
ſame reaſon we may more eaſily 
judg of the truth of our Love to 
them, than of our Love to God. 
To this the Anſwer is clear ; the 
Apoſtle doth not ſpeak of the Love 
of God, as a till, ſilent, contem- 
plative Aﬀection, confined to the 
ſuperiour Faculty of the Soul, bur 
as a burning, ſhining Aﬀe&ion 


(like Fire *) aRive and declara- *Lumine 
tive of it {elf in thoſe Effects that 9"i fem- 


neceſſarily flow from ir, that is 
voluntary Obedience to his Com- ſuo. 
 mands ; and thus it becomes mani- 
feſt ro the renewed Conſcience, 
and is a moſt convincing Proof of 
the Sinceriry of our Love to the 
Saints. 

The Text being cleared, affords 
this Doctrine. 
| H 2 Dot. 
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Doct. The Sincerity of our Love to 
the Children of God, is certainly 
diſcovered by our Love to God, 
and Obedience to his Commands. 


For the Illuſtration and Proof of 
the Point; I will briefly ſhew, 


1. Who are deſcribed by this 
Title, The Children of God. 


Il. Whart is included in our Love 
to them. 


IT, What the Love of God is, 
and the Obedience that flovvs 


from it. 


IV. How from Love to God, 
and willing Obedience to his 
Commands, we may con- 
vincingly know the Sincerity 
of our Love to his Children. 


To explain the firſt, we muſt 
conſider that this Title, The Children 


of 
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of God, is given upon ſeveral ac- 
counts, 


Firſt, By Creation the Angels 
are called the Sons of God, and Men 
his Off-ſpring. 

The reaſon of the Title is, 

1. The manner of their Pro- 
duction by his immediate Power. 
Thus he is tiled, The Father of Spi- 
rits, in diſtin&ion from the Fathers 
of the Fleſh. For tho the Concep- 
tion and forming of the Body be 
the Work of his ſecret Providence, 
yet *tis by the hand of Narure, the 
Parents concurring as the ſecond 
Cauſes of it : bur the Production 
of the Soul is to be entirely aſcribed 
ro his Power, without the Interven- 
tion of any Creature. 

2. In their ſpiritual immortal 
Nature, and the intellefual Ope- 
rations lowing from it, there is an 
Image and Reſemblance of God ; 
from whence this Title is common 
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toall reaſonable Creatures, and pe- 
culiar to them : for tho Matter 
may be ordered and faſhioned by 
the Hand of God into a Figure of 
admirable Beauty, yet 'tis not ca- 
pable of his Likeneſs and Image; 
ſo that neither the Lights of Hea- 
ven, nor the Beaſts and Plants of 
the Earth are called his Children. 


Secondly, By External Calling 
and Covenant ſome are denomi- 
nated his Children; for by this 
Evangelical Conſtitution God is 
pleaſed to receive Believers into a 
filial Relation. Indeed where there 
1s not a cordial Conſent and Sub- 
jection to the Terms of the Cove- 
nant, viſible Profeſſion, and the 
receiving the External Seals of it, 
will be of np adyantage ; but the 
publick ſerious owning of the Go- 
{pel, entitles a Perſon to be of the 
Saciety of Chriſtians ; and Filius 
and Federatus are all one, 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, There is Sonſhip that a- 
riſes from ſupernatural Regenera- 
tion ; that is the communicating a 
new Nature to Man, whereby there 
is a holy and bleſſed Change in the 


directive and commanding Facul- 


ties, the Underſtanding and Will, 


and in the Aﬀections, and conſe- 
quently in the whole Lite. This 
is wrought by the Efficacy of the 
Word and Spirit, and is called by 
our Saviour Regeneration, becauſe 
it is not our Original Carnal Birth, 
but a Second and Celeſtial. *Tis 
with the new Man in 'Grace, as 
with an Infant in Nature, that has 


the eſſential Parts that compoſe a' 


Man; a Soul endowed with all 
its Faculties, , a Body with all its 
Organs and Parts, but not in the 
Vigor of mature Age. Thus re- 
newed Holineſs in a Chriſtian, is 
compleat and entire in irs Parts, 
bur not in Perfection of Degrees; 
there is an uniyerlal Inclination to 
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all that is holy, juſt and good, and 


a univerſal Averſion from Sin, tho 
the Executive Power be not equal. 
And regenerate Chriſtians are cruly 
called the Children of God ; for as 
in Natural Generation there is com- 
municated a Principle of Life and 
ſurable Operations, from whence 
the Title and Relation of a Father 
ariſes; ſo in Regeneration there are 
derived ſuch holy and heavenly 
Qualities to the Soul, as conſtitute a 
Dive Nature in Man, whereby he 
is Partaker of the Life and Likeneſs 
of God himſelf : from hence he is 
a Child of God, and has an Intereſt 
and Propriety in his Favour, Power 
and Promiſes, and all the Good that 
flows from them, and a Tule to 
the Eternal Inheritance. 


—— 


IT. 1 will ſhew what is included 
in our Love to the Children of 


God. 
Fr 4 it 5 
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Firſt, The Principle of this Love 
is Divine. The Soul is purified through 
the Spirit to unfeigned Love of the 
Brethren. Naturally the Judgment 
1s corrupted, and the Will depraved, 
that carnal Reſpects either of Pro- 
fir or Pleaſure are the quick and 
ſenſible Incitements of Love; and 
till the Soul be cured of the (en- 
ſual Contagion, the Inclination 
can never be direted, and the 
Deſires faſtned on the fſupernatu- 
ral Image of God in his Saints. 
As Holineſs in the Creature is a Ray 
derived from the infinite Beaury 
of God's Holineſs, ſo the Love 
of Holineſs is a Spark from the la- 
cred Fire of his Love. St. Jobn ex- 
horts Chriſtians, Let us love one ano- 
ther, for Love us of God. Natural 
Love among, Men is by his gene- 
ral Providence, but a gracious Love 
to the Saints is by his ſpecial Influ- 
ence. The natural Aﬀection muſt 
be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, as 


with 


I Pet. 1, 
22. 


1 Joh. 4- 
vþ 
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with Fire, to refine it to a Divine 
Purity. | 


Secondly, The Qualifications of 
this Love are as follow : 
I. It is ſincere and cordial ; it 


| does not appear only in Expreſſions - 


from the Tongue and Countenance, 
bur ſprings from the Integrity of 
the Heart. Tis tiled unfeigned Love 
of the Brethren; 'tis a Love not im 
Word and Tongue only, but in Deed 
and Truth. A counterfeit formal 
AﬀeCtion, ſet off with artificial 
Colours, is ſo far from being plea- 
ſing to God, the Searcher and Judg 
of Hearts, that 'tis infinitely pro- 


voking to him. 
2. 'Tis pure; the attractive 


Cauſe of it is the Image of God 
appearing in them. Our Saviour 
aſlures us, that Love ſhall be glo- 


rioully rewarded, that reſpects a. 


Diſciple upon that account as a Diſci- 
ple, and a righteous Man as a righteous 


Man. 


— 
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Man. The holy Love commanded 
in the Goſpel, is to Chriſtians for 
their Divine Relation, as the Chil- 
dren of God, as the Members of 
Chriſt, and Temples of che Holy 
Ghoſt. 

-3- From hence it is univerſal, 
extended to all the Saints, The 
Church is compoſed of Chriſtians 
that are different in their Gifts and 
Graces, and in their external Order ; 
ſome excel in Knowleds, and Zeal, 
and Love, in ative Graces ; others 
in Humility, Meekneſs and Par: 
ence, that ſuſtain and adorn them 
in Sufferings; ſome are in a higher 
Rank, others are in humble Cir- 
cumſtances : as in the viſible World 
things are placed ſutably to their 
Natures, the Stars in the Heavens, 
Flowers in the Earth : and our fpe- 
cial Reſpects are due to thole whom 
the Favour of God has dignified 
above others, and in whom rhe 


Brightneſs and Power of Grace 
ſhines 


Ds 
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ſhines more clearly : for according 
as there are more Reaſons that 
make a Perſon deferving Love, 
the degrees of Love ſhould riſe in 
proportion. But a dear AﬀeCtion 
is due even to the loweſt Saints ; 
for all have Communion in the 
fame holy Nature, and are equally 
inftated in the ſame bleſſed Alli- 
ance. 

4. Ir muſt be fervent, not only 
in Truth, but in a degree of Emi- 
nency. St. Peter joins the two Qua- 
lifications ; See that ye love one ano- 
ther with a pure Heart fervently. Our 
Saviour ſets before us his own Pat- 
tern, as a Pillar of Fire to dire& 


John 15. and inflame US 3 This is my Com- 


12. mandment, that ye love one another as 


T have loved you. As T have loved you ! 
Admirable Example! His Love was 
ſingular and ſuperlative; a Love 
that ſaves and aſtoniſhes us at once ; 
for he willingly gave his precious 
Life for our Ranſom. This we 


ſhould 


— 
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Dem 


ſhould endeavour to reſemble, tho 
our higheſt Expreſſions of Love 
and Compaſiion to the Saints, are 


but a weak and imperfe& Imitation 
of his Divine Perfection. 


L ſhall add farther; This Love 
includes all kinds of Love. 

i. The Love of Eſteem cor- 
reſpondent to the real Worth and 
ſpecial Goodneſs of the Saints. 
*Tis one Character of a Citizen of 
Heaven, that m his Eyes a vile Perſon Phal. 15. 
is contemned, however let off by the 
Glory of the World, and the Orna- 
ments of the preſent State, that, as 
a falſe Mask, conceal their foul De- 
formity to carnal Perſons ; but he 
honours them that fear the Lord, tho 
disfigured by Calumnies, tho ob- 
{curd and depreſs'd by Afitions, 
and made like their bleſſed Head, 
in whom there was no Form nor 
Comelineſs in the Judgment of Fools. 
In our Valuation, Divine Grace 


(hould 
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ſhould turn the Scales againſt all 


the natutal or acquired PerfeCtions 
of Body or Mind ; Beauty, Strength, 
Wit, Eloquence, human Wildom ; 
againſt all the external Advantages 
of this Lite, Nobility, Riches, 
Power,” and whatever is admired 
by a carnal Eye. The Judgment 
and Love of God ſhould regulate 
ours. A Saint 1s more valued by 
God, than the . higheſt Princes ; 
nay, than the Angels themſelves, 
conſidered only with. reſpe& to 
their ſpiritual Nature. He calls 
them his peculiar Treaſure, his Jewels, 
the firſt-Fruits of the Creatures, 1a- 
cred for his Uſe and Glory, in 
compariſon of whom, the reſt of 
the World are but Dregs, a corrupt 
Maſs. They are tiled his Sons, 
being Partakers of that Life of 
which he is the Author and Par- 
tern: And what are all the Titles 
on Earth, compared with ſo Divine 


A Dignity : 
2. The 


—_— 
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2. The Love of Deſire, of their 
preſent and future Happineſs. The 
Perfection of Love conſiſts more 
in the Deſire than in the Effects; 
and the continued fervent Prayers 
that the Saints preſent to God for 
one another, are the Expreſſions of 
their Love. 

3- The Love of Delight, in 
ſpiritual Communion with them. 
All the Arttractives of human Con- 
verſation, Wit, Mirth, Sweetneſs of 
Behaviour, and wiſe Diſcourſe, 
cannot. make any Society fo dear 
and pleaſant to one that is a Loyer 
of Holineſs, as the Communion of 
Saints. David, whoſe Breaſt was 
very ſenſible of the tender Aﬀecti- 
ons of Love and Joy, tells us, Thar 
the Saints im the Earth, the Excellent, pg. 16. 
were the chief Objeft of his Delight. 
And conſequent to this, there 1s a 
cordial Sympathy with chem in their 
Joys and Sorrows, being Members 
of the ſame Body, and having an 

Intereſt 


EN 
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Intereſt in all their Good or Evil. 
"Tis obſervable, when the Holy 
Spirit deſcribes the ſweeteſt human 
Comforts that are the preſent Re- 
ward of the godly Man, the En- 
joyment of his Eſtate in the dear 
Society of his Wife and Children, 
there is a Promiſe annex'd, that 
ſweetens all the reſt, That he ſhall 
—— ſee the Good of Jeruſalem, and Peace 
4pon Iſrael. Without this all Tem- 
poral Comforts are mix'd with bitter 
Diſpleaſure to him. There is an 
eminent Inſtance of this in Nehe- 
Neh. 2. miah, whom all the Pleaſures of the 
Perfian Court could not ſatisfy, 
whilſt Jeruſalem was deſolately mi- 
ſcrable. 

4. The Love of Service and Be- 
neficence, that declares it ſelf in 
all outward Offices and Acts for the 
Good of the Saints: And theſe are 
various ; ſome are of a ſublimer 
Nature, and concern their Souls; 
as ſpiritual Counſel and Inſtruction, 

com- 
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compaſſionate Admonition - and 
Conlolation, the confirming them 
in Good, and the fortifying them 
agaialt Evil, the doing wha 
may prelerve and adyance the Life 
and Vigor of the inward Man; 
others relpe&t their Bodies and 
Temporal Condition; direCting 
them in their Aﬀairs, protecting 
chem from lnjuries, ſupplying their 


Wants, univerſally afſifting them 


for their tolerable Paſſage through 


the World. And all theſe Acts are 
to be cheartully perfomed ; there 
is more Joy in conferring than re- 
ceiving a Benefit, becaule Love is 
more exerciſed in the one than the 
other. In ſhort, the higheſt Effect 
of Love that comprizes all the reſt, 
is to die for the Brethren ; and this 
we ought ro do when the Honour 
of God, and Welfare of the Church 
require it, FHercby perceive we the 
Love of God, becauſe be laid down his 
Life for us ; and we ought to lay down 

our 
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our Lives for the Brethren, If Chri- 
ftians thus loved one another, the 
Church on Earth would be a live- 
ly Image of the bleſſed Society. 
aboye. = 


II. The Love of God, and Obe- 
dience to his Commands, rhe Pro- 
duct of it are to be conſ1dered. 


Firſt, The Love of God has its 
Riſe from the Conſideration of his 
amiable Excellencies, that render 
him infinitely worthy of the high- 
eſt Aﬀection ; and from the blefled 
Benefits of Creation, Preſervation 
Redemption and Glorification, that 
we may expect from his pure 
Goodnels and Mercy. This is the 
moſt clear and eflential Character 
of a Child-of God, and moſt pe- 
culiarly diſtinguiſhes him from un- 
renewed Men, however accom- 


pliſhed by Civil Vertues. 
Now 
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Now the internal Exerciſe of 
Love to God, in the Valuation of 
his Favour; as that which is better 
than Life, in earneſt Deſires of 
Communion witch him, in raviſh- 
ing Joy in the Teſtimonies and 
Aflurance of his Love, in mourn- 
ing for whar is diſpleaſing to him, 
iS in the ſecret of the Soul ; but 
with this there is inſeparably join'd 
a true and viſible Declaration of 
our Love in Obedience to him. 
This is the Love of God, the moſt ol 3, 
real and undeceitftul Expreſſion of 
it, that we keep his Commandments. 

The Obedience that ſprings from 
_ IS, 

- Mlaiform a univerſal ; for 
hs ewo principal and neceſſary 
'Effets of Love are an ardent 
Deſire to pleaſe God, and an cqual 
Care not to diſpleaſe him in any 
thing. Now the Law of God is 
the Signification of his Soveraign 
and Holy Will, and che doing of 


L 3 it 
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it is very pleaſing to him, both upon 
the account of the Subje&ion of 
the Creature to his Authority, and 
Conformity to his Purity : He de- 
clares that Obedience is better than 
the moſt coſtly Sacrifice. There 
is an abſolute peremptory Repug- 
nance between Love to him, and 
deſpiſing his Commands: And 
from thence it follows, that Love 
inelines the Soul to obey all God's 
Precepts, not only thoſe of eaſy 
Obſervation, but the moſt difficulc 
and diſtaſteful ro the Carnal Appe- 
tites; for the Authority of God 
runs through all, and his Holineſs 
ſhines in all. Servile Fear is a par- 
tial Principle, and caules an unequal 
Reſpect to the Divine Law; it re- 
ſtrains from Sins of greater Guilt, 
from ſuch diſorderly and diſſolute 
A&tions at which Conſcience takes 
Fire ;' but others are indulged: it 
excites to good Works of ſome 
kind, but negle&s others that are 

equally 
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equally neceſfary. But Love Te- 
gards the whole Law in all its In- 
jun&ions and Prohibitions; not 
meerly to pleaſe our ſelves, that 
we may not feel the ſtings of an 
accuſing Conſcience, bur to pleaſe 
the Lawgiver. 

2. The Obedience of Love is 
accurate ; and this 1s a natural Con- 
ſequence of the former. TheDi- 
vine Law is a Rule not only for our 
outward Converſation, bur of our 
Thoughts and Aﬀections, of all the 
interior workings of the Soul, that 
are open before God. Thus it re- 
quires Religious Service, not only 
in the external Performance, bur 
thoſe reverent holy Aﬀections, thoſe 
pure Aims, whercin the Life and 
Beauty, the Spirit and true Value 
of Divine Worſhip conſiſts. Thus 
it commands the Duties of Equity, 
Charity and Sobriety, all Civil and 
Natural Duties for Divine Ends, 


to pleaſe and glorify God. Ir forbids 
= all 


Heb. 13. 
16, 
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all kinds and degrees of Sin; not 
only groſs Acts, but the inward 
Luſtings that have a tendency to 
them. Now the Love of God is 
the Principle of ſpiritual Perfetion. 
1 Cor, Tis called the fulfilling of the Law, 
10. 31, not only as it 1s a comprehenſive 
Grace, but in that it draws forth all 
the active Powers of the Soul to 
obey it in an exa&t manner. This 
cauſes a tender ſenſe of our Failings, 
and a ſevere Circumſpection over 
our Ways, that nothing be allowed 
that is diſpleaſing to the Divine 
Eyes. Since the moſt excellent 
Saints are God's chiefeſt Favourires, 
Love makes the holy Soul to ſtrive 
to be like him in all poſſible de- 
grees of Purity. Thus St. Paul, in 
whom the Love of Chriſt was the 
Imperial commanding Aﬀection, 
declares, his zealous endeavour to 
P:1l, 3, be conformable to the Death of Chriſt, 
2,11. 1n dying to Sin, as Chriſt died for 


Sin, and that he micht attam to the 
Rofur- 
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Reſurreftion of the Dead, that Per- 
feftion of Holineſs that is in the 
immortal State. 

3. The Obedience of Love is 
choſen and pleaſant. This is the i Joh.5. 
Love of God, that we keep his Com- 3. 
mandments, ad his Commandments are 
not grievous. Thoſe that are Stran- 
gers to this Heavenly Aﬀection, 
imagine that a ſollicitous diligent 
Reſpect to all God's Precepts, ISA 
lincholy Task ; but it 15 delight- 
fal to the Saints : for Obedience is 
the continual exerciſe of Love to 
God, the Paradiſe of holy Souls. 
The mortification of the Carnal 
Appetites, and the reſtraint from 
ſuch ObjeQs as powerfully inſinu- 
ate and engage Carnal Hearts, is 
with a freer Complacency to a 
Saint, than a ſenſual Fruition of 
them. The ſharpeſt Sufferings for 
Religion are allayed, nay ſweerned 
to a Saint from the Love of God, 
that is then moſt ſincerely, ſtrongly, 

] 4 | and 
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| and purely ated. The A poſtle 
more rejoiced in ſharp Tribulation 
for Chriſt's ſake, than in Divine 
Revelation. 

4. The Love of God produces 
perſevering Obedience. Servile 
Compliance is inconſtant. A Slave 
hates the Duties he performs, and 
loves the Sins he dares not commit ; 
therefore as ſoon as he is releas'd 
from his Chain and his Fear, his 
Obedience ceaſes: but a Son is per- 
fectly pleas'd with his Father's Will, 
and the Tenor of his Life is cor- 
reſpondent to it. He that is prels'd 
by Fear to ſerve in an Army, will de- 
ſert his Colours the firſt Opportu- 
nity ; but a Volunteer, that for the 
love of Valour, and of his Coun- 
ery, liſts himſelf, will continue in 
the Service. The Motion that is 
cauſed by outward Poiſes, will 
ceaſe when the Weights are owes; ; 
but that which praceeds from an 


inward Principle Fe Life, is conti- 
nual ; 
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oy” F and ſich is the Love of God 
planted in the Breaſt of a Chri- 
ſtian. 


IV. We are to prove that from 
the Love of God, and willing 
Obedience to his Commands, we 
may convincingly know the fince- 
rity of our Love to his Children. 

There is an inſeparable Union 
berween theſe rwo Graces, 2nd the 
one ariſes out of the other. Godli- 
neſs and Brotherly Kindneſs are joined 
by the Apoſtle. And it will be 
evident that where this Aﬀection of 
Love to the Saints is ſincere and 
gracious, there will be an entire and 
joyful reſpe ro the Law of God, 
by conſidering the Reaſons and Mo- 


tives of it. 


Firſt, The Divine Command re- 
quires this Love. Theſe things I com- 
mand you, faith our Savjour, that ye 
love one another. TT his Precept ſo often 

SS 
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repeated, and powerfully re-inforc'd 

by him, made fo deep an Imprefſi- 

on on the firſt Chriſtians, that they 

had one Heart, and one Soul, and their 

Eſtates were common between them. 

And in the next ſucceeding Ages, 

this fraternal Love was ſo conſpi- 

cuous in the Profeſſors of his (a- 

cred Diſcipline, that their Enemies 
obſerv'd it as a rare and remarkable 

Tere. 4- thing : See how the Chriſtians love one 
pol. c. 33. another ! ſee how ready they are to die 
for one another ! Now the ſame gra- 
cious Principle that inclines us to 
do one Command, will make us 
univerſally willing to obſerve all ; 
for ſincere Obedience primarily re- 
ſpecs the Authority of the Law- 
giver, which binds the whole Law 
upon the Conſcience. And as he 
that breaks the Law wilfully m one Point, 
is guilty of ail, becaule the Violation 
of a ſingle Precept proceeds from 
the ſame Caule that induces Men to 
tranſgreſs all, that is, Contempt of 
hh Rs the 


James 2. 
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the Divine Majeſty; ſo he that ſin- 
cerely obeys one Command, does 
with conſent of Heart, and ſerious 
Endeavours obey all. And from 
hence tis clear, that without a re- 
ligious and unreſerved regard of 
the Divine Commands, 'tis im- 
poſſible there ſhould be in any Per- 
ſon a gracious Aﬀection to the 
Saints ; that is the product of Obe- 
dience to God, and conſequently 
the obſervance of his Precepts, is 
the certain Proof of our Love to 
his Children, 


Secondly, Spiritual Love- to the 
Saints ariſes from the ſight of the 
Divine Image appearing in their 
Converſation. Now if the Beauty 
of Holineſs be the attractive of our 
Love, it will be faftned on the Law 
of God in the moſt intenſe degree. 
The moſt excellent Saints on Earth 
have ſome mixtures of Corruption ; 
their Holineſs is like the Morning- 

lighr, 
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Pial. 19, 


7, S. 


kohr, that 4s checker'd with the 
Shadows -and 'Obſcurty of the 
Night; and "tis our Wildom not 
tO love thetr .Infrmities, but to 
preſerve 2n unſtained Aﬀettion to 
them. But the Law of God is the 
faireſt Tranſcript of his Nature, 
wherein his glorions Holinels is 
moſt relplendent. The Law of the 
Lord is perfe&, converting -the Soul ; 
the Commandment of the Lorl is pure, 
enlightning the Eyes. This raviſh'd 
the Heart of David with an inex- 
preffible Aﬀe&tion. O how T love 


. thy Law ! it is my Meditation all the 


day. And 'he repeats the Declara- 
tion of his Love to it with new 
Feryor, upon this ground ; ] love thy 
Law, beeauſe it is pure, Now Love 
to he Commands of God will 
tranſcribe them 4n our Hearts and 
Lives. As affectionate Expreſſions 
to the Children of God, without 
the real Jupply of their Wants, are 


but the ſhadows of Love ; ſo words 
of 
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of Eſteem and Reſpect to the Law 
of God, without unteigned and uni- 
verſal Obedience, are but an empty 
Pretence. 


Thirdly, The Divine Relation of 
the Saints to God as their Father, 
is the Motive of Spiritual Love to 
them. And this is conſequent to 
the former; for by pantaking of 
his Holineſs, they partake of his- 
Life and Likeneſs. And from: 
hence they are the deareſt Objects: 
of his Love; his Eye and Heart 
is always upon them. Now if 
this Conſideration excites Love to 
the Children of God, it: will be 
as powerful to incline us to keep 
his Commands ; for the Law of 
God, that is the Copy of his Sa- 
cred Will, is moſt near to: his Na- 
rure, and he is infiaitely render of 
it. Our Saviour tells us, that i is 


eaſter for Heaven and Earth: to paſs Luke 16, 


away, than for one. tittle of the Law 
{9 


77 
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to fail. If the entire World, and 
all the Inhabitants of it were de- 
ſtroyed, there would be no loſs ro 
God; but if the Law loſe its Au- 
thority and Obligation, the Divine 
Holineſs would ſuffer a Blemiſh. 


The Ule of the Doctrine is, to 
our Love to the Children of 
God, to which all pretend, by this 
infallible Rule, our Obedience to 
his Commands. This is abſolutely 
neceſſary, becauſe the Deceit is lo 
_ ealy and ſo dangerous: and it will 
be moſt comfortable, it upon this 
Trial our Love be found to be Spi- 
ritual and Divine. The Deceit is 
ealy, becauſe As of Love may be 
expreſſed to the Saints from other 
Principles than the Love of God: 
Some for vain-Glory are bountiful ; 
and when their Charity ſeems ſo 
vilibly Divine, that Men admire 
it, there is the Worm of Vanity art 
_ the Root, that corrupts and makes 
it 
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it odious to (Tod. The Phariſees 
are charged with this by our Savi- 


our ; their Alms werenot the Effect Mit. 6.2. 


of Charity, bur Oftentation ; and 
whilſt they endeavoured to make 
their Vices vertuous, they made 
their Vertues vicious. There is a 
natural Love among Perſons united 
by Conlanguinity, that remains 
ſo entire ſince the Ruine of Man- 
kind by the Fall, and 1s rather 
from the force of Nature, than the 
virrue of the Will, and this is in 
all kind Offices may be expreſsd 
ro the Saints. There 1s a ſweetneſs 
of Temper in ſome, that inclines 
them to wiſh well to all, and ſuch 
render Aﬀections thar- are eaſily 
moved and melted at the fight of 
others Miſeries; and ſuch may be 
beneficent and compaſſionate to 
the Saints in their AﬀliRions : bur 
the Spring of this Love is Good- 
Nature, not Divine Grace. There 
are Human Reſpects that incline 
others 
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others to Kindnels to the Saints, 
as they are united by Intereſt, 
Fcllow-Cicizens and Neighbours, 
and as they receive Advantage by 
Commerce with them, or as ob- 
liged by their Benefits : But Civil 
Amity and Gratitude are riot that 
holy Aﬀe&tion that is an Aſſurance 
of our Spiritual State. There are 
other Motives of Love to the 
Samts, thar are not {o low nor mer- 
cenary; in the thickeſt Darkneſs of 
Paganiſm, the Light of Reaſon 
diſcovered the amiable Excellence 
of Vertue, as becoming the Hu- 
man Nature, and uſeful for the 
Tranquillicy and Welfare of Man- 
kind ; and the Moral Goodneſs 
that adorns the Saints, the Inno- 
cence, Purity, Meeknelſs, Juſtice, 
Clemency, Benignity, that are vi- 
ſible in cheir Converſations, may 
draw Relpects from others who are 
Strangers to the Love of God, and 
carelels of his Commandments. 
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And as the Miſtake of this Af- 
fection is eaſy, fo it is infinitely 
danger@us ; for he that builds his 
hope of Heaven upon a ſandy Foun- 
datim, upon falſe Grounds, will 
fall ruinouſly from his Hopes and 
Felicity at laſt, How feartul will 
be the Diſappointment of one that 
has been a Favourer of the Saints, 
that has defended their Cauſe, 
protected their Perſons, relieved 
their Neceſlities, and preſum'd for 
this, that his Condition is ſafe as 
to Eternity, tho he lives in the 
known negle&t of other Duties, 
and the indulgent Practice of ſome 
S1n 2? 

But if we find that our Love 
to the Children of God flows from 
our Love to Cod, that (ways the 
Soul to an entire compliance to 
his Commands, and makes us ob- 
ſervant of them in the courſe of 
our Lives: What a blefſed Hope 
ariſes from this Refleftion 2 We 

K need 
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need not have the Book of the Di- 
vine Decrees opened, and the Se- 
crets of Ele&ion unyail'd ; for uy 
1 Joh. 3. know that we are paſt from Death 
4: to Life, if we love the Brethren, 
This is an infallible Effect and 
Sign of the Spiritual Life, and 
the Seed and Evidence of Eternal 
Life. 


How to bear AfﬀiiGions, 


SER MON IV. 


HEBREws Xil. 5- 


My Son deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of 


the Lord, nor faint when. thou art 


rebuked of him. 


HE, words are an excellent 
Paſſage from the Book of 


the Proverbs ; wherein the Supream proy; 3. 


Erernal Wiſdom is repreſented, 12: 
giving Inſtruction ro the Aﬀfiicted, 
how: to: behave themlelves under 
Troubles, fo as they may prove 
beneficial to them : che Counlel is, 
that they ſhould prelerve a Tempe- 
ramear of: Spirit, berween the exceſs 
and defect of Patience and. Courage, 

K 2 neither 
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neither deſpiſing the Chaſtenings 
of the Lord, by a finful neglect of 
them as a ſmall unconcerning mat- 
ter, nor fainting under them, as a 
Burden ſo great and opprefling, that 
no Deliverance was to be expected. 
Toenforce theExhortation, Wiſdom 
uleth the amiable and endearing 
Title, My Son, to ſignify that God 
in the quality of a Father, cor- 
rects his People ; the Conſideration 
whereof is very proper to conciliate 
Reverence to his Hand, and to en- 
courage their Hopes of a bleſſed 
Hue. 


The Propoſition that ariſes from 
the Words 1s this ; 


'Tis the Duty and beſt Wiſdom of 
. afflicted Chriſtians, to preſerve 
themſeves from the vicious Ex- 
treams of deſþiſing the Chaſtening's 
of the Lord, or faintmg under 


them, 


To 
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| Toilluſtrate this by a clear Me- 
thod, I ſhall endeyour to ſhew, 


I. What it is to deſpiſe the 
Chaſtenings of the Lord, and 
the Cauſes of it. 

II. What fainting under his Re- 
bukes ſignifies,and what makes 
us incident to It. 

IHI. Prove that 'tis the Duty and 
beſt Wiſdom of the Afﬀicted 
to avoid theſe Extreams. 

IV. Apply it. 


Firſt, To deſpiſe the Chaſtenings I. 
of the Lord, imports the making 
no account of them, as unworthy | —_ 
of ſerious Regard ; and includes*” 
Inconſideratenels of Mind, and an 
Inſenſibleneſs of Heart. 

1. Inconſideratenels of Mind, 
with reſpect to the Author or End 
of Chaſtenings. 

(1.) With reſpect to the Author, 
when the Afflifted looks only down- j 5 6. 
bk-4 wards, 


134 SERMON IV. 


90063" Shall there be Evil is a. City, and the 


wards, as if the Rod of Aﬀiction 
ſprang our of the Duft, and there 
were no ſuperiour Cauſe that ſent 
Ut. 
| Thus many apprehend the Evils 
that befal them, either meerly as 
the Productions of Natural Caulcs, 
or as caſual Events, or the Effects 
of the Diſpleaſure and Injuſtice of 
Men, but never look on the other 
fide of the Vail of the ſecond Caules, 
to that inviſible Providence that or- 
ders all. If a Diſeaſe ſtrikes their 
Bodies, they attribute it to the ex- 
tremity of Heat or Cold, that di- 
ſtempers their Humours: 1f a Loſs 


comes in their Eſtates, *ris afcribed 


to Chance, Careleſneſs and Falſe- 
neſs of ſorae upon whom they de- 
pended ; but God 1s concealed from 
their fight by the nearneſs of che im- 
mediate Agent. Whereas the princi- 
pal Caule of all Temporal Evils is 
the over-ruling Providence of God. 


Lord 


———c——_— 
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Lord hath not tone it * They come 
not ofily with his Knowleds and 
Will, but by his Effictency. The 
Locuſts tiijac infe&ted Egypt are as Exod.ro. 
real an Effe& of God's Wrath, as 3» 15: 
the moſt miraculous Plagne, altho 
at! Eaft Wind brought them; and 
2 Weſt Wind cartied them away. 
The Artow that was ſhort at a ven- 
tire, and pietc'd between the Joints 
of Abhab's Armour, was directed by 1 Kings 
the Hand of God for his Deſtruction. 22: 34 
Shimers curſing of David, tho it was 
the overflowing of his Gall, the 
Efte&t of his Malignicy, yet that 
holy King look'd higher, and ac- 
knowledged the Lord hath bidden' 1 Sam. 
him: As the Lord is a God of '* *” 
Power, and can inflict what Judg- 
ments he pleaſeth immediately ; {o 
he is a God of Order, and uſually 
puniſherhs in this: World by ſubor- 
dinate means. Now where-ever he 
ſtrikes, cho his Hand is wrap'd up 
in a- Cloud, yer if it be not ob- 
K 4 ſerved, 
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ſerved, eſpecially if by habitual 
Incogitancy Men conſider not with 
whom they have to do in their va- 
rious Troubles, this profane neglect 
is no leſs than a deſpiſing the 
Chaſtenings of the Lord. 

(2.) Inconfiderateneſs of the End 
of the Divine Diſcipline, 1s a great 
degree of Contempt. The Evils 
that God inflicts are as real a part 
of his Providence, as the Bleſſings 
he beſtows; as in the courſe of 
Nature the Darkneſs of the Night 
is by his Order, as well as the Light 
of the Day : therefore they are al- 
ways ſent for ſome wiſe and holy 
Deſign. Sometime, tho more rare- 
ly, they are only for trial, to exer- 
ciſe the Faith, Humility, Patience 
of eminenc Saints; for otherwiſe 
God would loſe in a great meaſure 
the Honaur and Renown, and his 
Favourites the Reward of thoſe 
Graces, AiFiRtions being the Sphere 
of their Aftivity, But far the-moſt 
part 


| 
| 
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part they are caſtigatory, to bring 
us to a fight and ſenſe of our State, 
ro render Sin more evident and odi- 
ous to us. They are fitly expreſt, 
by. pouring from Vellel to Veſlel, 
that diſcovers the Dregs and Sedi- 
' ment, and makes it offenſtve, that 
| before was concealed. The leaſt 
| AfﬀiRion even to the Godly, is 
| uſually an Application of the Phy- 
| ſician of Spirits for ſome growing 
Diſtemper : every Corrofive is for 
ſome proud Fleſh that muſt be 
taken away. In ſhort, they are de- 
liberate Diſpenſations to cauſe Men 
to reflect upon their Works and 
Ways, and break off their Sins by 
| fincere Obedience. Therefore we 
are commanded to bear the Voice of wic. 6. 
; the Rod, and who hath appainted it, 'T'is 
a Preacher of Repentance, to lead 
us to the Knowledg and Conf1de- 
ration of our lelves, The Diftreſs 
of Joſeph's Brethren was to revive 


their. Meraory of his Sorrows cauſed 
by 


At. 
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5y rheir Cruelty. Now when Men 
diſregard the Embaſly of the Rod, 
ate tinconvinceable; notwithſtand- 
ing its lively Leſſons; when they nei- 
cher look up to Kim that ſtrikes, not 
withih to the Cauſe that provokes 
his Diſpleaſtire ; when they are care- 
leſs ro. reform their Ways; and to 
comply with his holy Will; as if 
Afﬀictions wer@ only common Aec-, 
cidents of this mutable Srate, the 
Effects of raſh Fortune or blirid 
Fare, without Deſigt arid Judgment, 
and not fent for their Amendmetr, 
this is 4 prodigious deſpiling of God's 


Joo 11. Hand. For this reafon the Scrip- 
Pal. 58. ture compares Men to the moſt in- 


4 obſervant Creatures, to the wild | 
= Aſſes Colt, the deaf Adder, to the © 
filly Dove without Heart : ahd the | 
Adyantage 1s or the Beafts ſtde, for 
theit Inconſtderation proceeds meer: 
ly from the Incapacity of Matter, 
of which they are wholly composd 
to perform reflex Acts: but Man's 
| Incog!- | 
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Incogitancy is the ſole fault of his 
Spitit, that wilfully neglects his 
Duty. The Prophet charges this 
Guilt upon the Jews, Lord, when thy 1G. 26. 
Hand is lifted up, they will not ſee. " 
2. rnſenſibiliy of Heart is an 
eminent degree of delpifing rhe 
Lord's: Chaſtenings. A penhve 
feeling of Judgmenes is very con- 
gruous, whether we cotifider them 
m genert Phyſico, or Morali ; either 
materially as afflictive to Nature, or 
as the ſigns of Divine Dilpleaſure : 
for the Aﬀe&ions were planted in 
the Human Nature by the Hand of 
God himſelf, and are duly exerciſed 
in proportion to the qualiry of 
their Objets. And when Grace 
comes, it ſoftens the Breaſt, and 
gives a quick and tender ſenſe of 
God's Frown. An eminent In- 
ſtance we have in David, tho of He- 
roical Courage; yer in his Jad 
aſcent to Mount Oliver, he went up —_ 
weeping with his Head coyered,and 
| - : his 
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his Feet bare, to teſtify his humble 
and ſubmiſſive ſenſe of God's An- 
ger-againſt him. Now when Men 
are inſenſible of Judgments, either 
conſidered as natural or penal Evils; 
if when they ſuffer the loſs of Re- 
lations or other Troubles, they pre- 
ſently fly to the Comforts of the 
Heathens, that we are all mortal, 
and what can't be helpd muſt be 
endured, without the Senſe Huma- 
nity requires ; that Calm is like that 
. of the dead Sea, a real Curſe: Or 
{nppole natural Aﬀection works a 
litrle, yet there is no Apprehenſion 
_ and Concernment for God's Di- 
pleaſure, which ſhould be infinitely 
more affecting than any outward 
Trouble, how ſharp ſoever, no e- 
rious deep Humiliation under his 
Hand, no yielding up our ſelves to 
his Management ; this moſt juſtly 

royokes him : of this Temper were 


Jer. 5. 3. thoſe deſcribed by Jeremiah, Thou 


haſt ſtricken them, but they have not 
2rieved ; 
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erieved ; thou haſt conſuned them, 'but 
they refuſed to receive Correttion. 


Secondly, The Cauſes of this de- 
ſpiling of God's Chaſtenings are : 
1. A contracted Stupidity of 
Soul, proceeding from a courſe in 
Sin. There is a natural Stubborn- 
nels and Conturnacy in the Heart 
againſt God, a vicious Quality de- 
rived from rebellious 4dam ; we are 
all hewn out of the Rock, and dig'd 
out of the Quarry : and this is one of 
the worſt Effects of Sin, and a great 
part of irs Deceirfulneſs, that by 
ſtealth it increaſeth the natural Hard- 
neſs, by degrees it creeps on like a, . : 
Gangreen, and cauſes an Indolency, 3. 
The Practice of Sin makes the Heart 
like an Adamant, the hardeſt of Zech. 7. 
Stones, that exceeds that of Rocks, ** 
From hence proceeds ſuch Unteach- 
ableneſs of the Mind, that when 
God ſpeaks and {trikes, yet Sinners 
will not be convinc'd ; that Briars 
and 


— 
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LES 


and Thorns are only effeQual to 
teach them ; and fuch an UntraQa- 


bleneſs in the Will, that when the 


Luke 21. 
34+ 


Sinner is ſtormed by Affliction, and 
ſome Light breaks into the Ynder- 
ſtanding, yet it refufſeth ro abey 
God's Call. 

2. Carnal Diverſ1ans.are. another 
Cauſe of flighting God's Hand. 
The Pleaſures. and Cares of the 
World, as they render Men inappre- 
henſive of Judgments ro come, fo 
regardleſs of thoſe that are preſenr. 
Some when ever they feel the Smart 
of a Crofs, ule all the Arts of Ob- 
livion to.loſe the Senſe of it. The 
Affliction inſtead of a leading them 
to-Repentance, leads them to vain 
Converſations, to Comedies and 
other finful Delights, ro drive away 
Sorrow.. Others, altho:they do-not 
venture upon forbidden things: to 
relieve their Melancholy, yet when 


God by ſharp and ſenfible Admo- 


nitions calls upon them, they have 


preſent- 
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innocent in themſelves, yet are as 
unproper at that time, as the taking 
of a Cordial when a Vomit be- 
ginsto work : for whereas Chaſtiſe- 
ments are ſent to awaken and affect 
us, by conſidering our Sins in 
their bitter Fruits, this unſeaſonable 
Application of ſenſual Comforts 
wholly defeats God's Defign. For 
nothing ſo much hinders ſerious 
Conſideration as a voluptuous in- 
dulging the Senſes in things plea- 
ſing ; like Opiate Medicines, they 
ſtupify the Conſcience,and benumn- 
the Heart. - "Tis Solomon's Expreſii- 
on, T ſaid of Laughter, It is mad: for 
as Diffraction breaks the Connexion 
of the Thoughts, ſo Mirth ſhuffle 
our moſt ſerious Thoughts into 
diſorder, and cauſes Men to pals 
over their Troubles without Re- 
fetion and Remorſe, 


And 


- 1 Kings 
16. 
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And as the Pleaſures, ſo the Bu- 
fineſs of the World cauſe a ſupine 
Security under Judgments. We 
have an amazing Inſtance of it in 
Hiel the Bethlemite, who laid the 
Foundation of his City in the 
Death of his Firſt-born, and ſet up 
the Gates of it in his youngeſt Son ; 
yet he -was: ſo intent: upon his 
Building, that he diſregarded the 
Divine Nemeſis, that was appa- 
rent, fulfilling the terrible Threat- 

Joſhua 6, 110g propheſied againſt the Builder 
26, of Jericho. 
3. Anobſtinate fierceneſs of Spirit, 
a Diabolical Fortitude is the Cauſe 
that ſometimes Men deſpiſe afflict- 
ing Providences ſo far as to reſiſt 
them. There is a paſſive Malis- 
nity in all, an Unaptneſs to þe 
wrought on, and to receive Spiri- 
tual and Heavenly Impreſſions cd 
God's Hand ; but in ſome of the 
Sons of Perdition there is an active 
Malignity, whereby they furiouſly 
repd 


— 


mm—— 


On HEBREWsS Xil. 5. . 145 


repel Judgments as if they- could 
oppole the Almighty. Their Hearts 
are of - an Anvil-Temper, made 
harder by Afictions, and reverbe- 
rate the Blow, like that Roman 
Emperor, who inſtead of humbling 
and reforming at God's Voice in 
Thunder, thundred back again. All 
Judgments that befal them, are as 
Strokes given to wild Beaſts, that 
inſtead of taming them, enrage 
them to higher degrees of Fierce- 
nels. | 54 | 
The Propher deſcribed ſome of 
this Rank of Sinners, who ſaid 
in the Pride and Stoutneſs of their 16 g. 9; 
Hearts,” the Bricks are fallen down, ** 
but we will build with hewen Stones : 
the Sycomores are cut down, but we 
will change them into Cedars. 
And many though not Expli- 
citly, yet. virtually declare a Re- 
ſolution notwithſtanding the moſt 
viſible Diſcouragements from Hea- 
yenzto proceed in theit ſinful courles 
L wich 
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II. 


CANS, 


with more greedinefs, and' from 
2 ſullen fectet Acheiſni ate wore 
ſtrongly carried to gratify their 
Luſts again, when chey are in Af- 
flictions. 2 


I ſhall proceed to conſider the 
other Extream of fainting under 
God's Rebukes. 

1. The Original Word ſignifies 
the ſlackening and relaxing of things 
that were firmly join'd rogether, 
The Strength of the Body proceeds 
from the Union of the Parts, when 
they are. well compaRted together, 
By their disjointing 'tis enfeebled, 
and rendred unfit he Labour. In 
this Motion the Apoſtle in the 1 2th 


Verſe exhorts them to lift up the Hands 
that hang down, and ſtrengthen the feeble 
Rnees : That is, to encourage and 
ſtrengthen their Souls by a real be- 
lief of the Promiſes made to afflicted 
Chriſtians. 22% 


2, It 
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2, It may reſpe& the ſinking, 
and falling away of the Soul like 
Water, being hopeleſs of over- 
coming Troubles. When Water is 
frozen into hard Ice, it will bear a 
great Burden, bur when tis diflol ved 
and melted, nothing is weaker. So 
the Spirit. of a Man confirmed by 
religious Principles, tx able to ſuſtam 
all bis Infirmities. Si fraftus ilabitur 
orbis, if the Weight of the heavieſt 
Afﬀflictions fall upon him, yer his 
Mind remains erect and unbroken, 
and bearsthem all with Courage and 
Conſftaacy : Bur it through Impa- 
tience under Tribulation, and Difh- 
dence in the Divine Promiſes, we 
ſhrink from our Duty, or reject 
the Comforts of God as if they were 
ſmall, and not proportionable to 
the Evils chat oppreſs us; this 
is to faint whea we are rebuked by 
him. | 

The Cauſes of this Deſpondency 
#rE Wually r- 


L 3 (1.) Either 


Prov. 19; 
I 4 


— —_— 


148 SERMON IV. 


(1.) Either the kind of the Aft- 
fiction : when there is a Singularity 
in the cale, it increaſeth the Ap- 
prehenfion of God's Diſpleaſure; 
becauſe it may ſignify an extraor- 
dinary Cuilt,- and ſingular Unwor- 
thineſs in the Perſon that fuffers ; 
and upon that account, that Sorrow 
ſwells ſo high as to overwhelm 
; |; 

(2.) The number and degrees 
of Afﬀictions ; when like thoſe black 
Clouds which in Winter-Days join 
ropether, and quite intercept the 
Beams of the Sun: ſo many Trou- 
bles meer at once, and deprive us 
of all preſent Comfort. Job loſt 
his Children by a ſudden unnatural 
Death; and was tormented in all 
the Parts of his Body,: and reduced 
from his rich Abundance to the 
Dunghil, and a Porſherd to ſcrape 
his Boils. Indeed his Heroical 
Spirit was ſupported unrler thoſe 
numerous and grievous 'Fronbles, 
Salah. bur 


| Good. The Plalmiſt tells us, All 
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bur luch a Weight were enough to 
fink the moſt. 

 (3.) The continuance of Aﬀicti- 
ons. When the Clouds return after 
Rain, and the Life is a conſtant 


Scene of Sorrows, we are apt to 


be utterly dejeted, and hopeleſs of 

the Day long I have been plagued, and 2s = 
chaſtened every Morning ; and from 
thence was ſtrongly tempted to 
Deſpair. 

(4.) Comparing their great Suf- 
terings wich the Proſperity of thoſe 
who are extreamly vicious, inclines 
lome to Deſpair. For not only 
their preſent Evils are heightened, 
and more ſernſtbly felt by the Com- 
pariſon, bur the proſperous Impiety 
of others remprts them to think there 
is no juſt 'and powerful Providence 
that diſtributes things below ; and 
looking no higher than to Second 
Cauſes, that are obvious to Senſe, 
they judg their State paſt Recovery. 

L 3 The 
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JI. 


Heb. 12. 


The next thing is to prove, that 
'tis the Duty and Wiſdom of the 
Afﬀicted not to Deſpile the Chaſten- 
ings of the Lord, nor to faint un- 
der them. 


Firſt, *Tis their Duty carefully ro 
avoid thole Extrcams, becauſe they 
are very diſhonourable to God. 

I, The Contempt of Chaſtiſe- 
ments is high Profanation of God's 
Honour, who 1s our Father and So- 
veraign, and in that Quality aMlicts 
us: *Tis our Apoſtle's Argument, 
Furthermore, we have had Fathers of our 


» Fleſh which correfted us, and we gave 


them Reverence ; ſhall we not much more 
be ſubjeft to the Father of Spirits, and 
live 2 "Tis a Principle deeply plan- 
ted in the Human Nature, which 
the moſt barbarous Nations have 
kept inviolable,ro expreſs the realleſt 
Reſpect to our Parents, from whom 


we denye our Life, and by whoſe 


tender 
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et 


tender Care we. haye been pre- 
ſerved, and educated, altho their 
Diſcipline be rigorous ; but it is in- 
haitely more juſt and reaſonable, 
that we ſhould reverently ſubmic 
to the Father of Spirits, who hath 
the higheſt Right in us. As much 
as the immortal Spirit excels the 
infirm corcuptible Fleſh, propor- 
tionably ſhould our Reverence to 
God, when he moſt ſharply rebukes 
us, exceed our Reſpets to our 
Earchly Fathers when they correct 
us. The manner of the Apoſtle's 
Expreflion is very ſignificant, Shall 
we not much rather ? If there be any 
vital ſpark of Conſcience remain- 
ing in our Breaſts, it Reaſon be 
not wholly declined to Brutiſhneſs, 
we cannot do otherwile. 

2. Fainting under Chaſtenings 
reflets diſhonourably upon God. 
'Tis.true in ſome reſpect, thole who 
are extreamly dejected, are not (0 
guilty as the Deſpiſers ; for uſually 
L 4 they 
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they acknowledg the Order and 
Juſtice of his Providence. But that 
falſe Conception of the Father of 
Mercies, either that he willingly 
afflits the Children of Men, or that 
he hates them becauſe he afflits 
them here, is ſo contrary to. his | 
holy Nature, and injurious to his 

t Joh. 4. Goodnels, the ſpecial Character of 

'* 9. his Nature, that 'tis an equal Proyo- 
cation, with the flighting his So- 
veraignty. | 


a 
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HEBREWS Xl. 5. 


My Son, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of 
the Lord, nor faint when ihou art 


rebuked of him. 


Secondly, Þ Shall proceed to prove; 
 'tis the beſt Wiſdom , 
not to deſpiſe God's Chaſtenings, * 
nor faint under them. I will not 
inſiſt upon the Conſideration that 
"tis the Counſel of the ſupream 
Wiſdom to us, nor that 'tis the a- 
voiding the vicious Extreams, which 
is the chiefeſt Point -of Moral Pru- 
dence: bur it is the only way to 
prevent the greateſt Miſchicts = 
W1 
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will otherwiſe befal us. *Tis ſaid, 
he that is wile is profitable to him- 
ſelf, that is either in obtaining Good, 
or preyenting Evils. Now it will 

Job 22- appear how pernicious thoſe Ex- 
""treams are, by conſidering ; 

1. The Contempt of Chaſtenings, 
deprives us of al thoſe Benefits 
which were intended by them. 
God's End in them is to imbitter 
Sin to our Taſte, and make us dif 
reliſh that deadly Poiſon : for as, 
according to the Rules of Phyſick, 
Contraries are cured by Contraries ; 
ſo Sin-that prevails by Pleaſure, by 
ſomething delightful tro the Carnal 
Pagty is mortifed by what is af- 
flitive,to Senſe. Repentance is a 
Duty. that beft complies with Af- 
flition : for when the Spirit ismade 
lad, and brought.to the Sobriety of 
Conkderation, it will more readi- 
ly reflect upon - the. true Cauſes of 
Troubles; When the Springs over- 
flow, tis but dieting the Str 


into 
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into a right Channel, the changing 
the Objet of our Grief, viz. 
mourning for Sin inſtead of forrow- 
ing for outward Trouble, and we 
are in the way to Happinels. Sen- 
ſible Sorrow leads to Godly Sorrow. 
The natural is farſt, then the ſpiri- 
tual. Now the Deſpiſers of God's 
Hand, that. are unaffetted with 
Judgments, are incapable of this 
Benefit. For it they do- not feel 
the Blow, how ſhall they cake no- 
tice of the Hand that ſtrikes ? If 
they are not ſoftened with Sor- 
rows, how ſhall they receive the 
Divine Impreſſion ? If they have 
no ſenſe of his Diſpleaſure, how 
ſhall they fear co offend him for 
the future? If the Medicine doth 
not work, how can it expel noxious 
Humours ? 

512. The neglect of Chaſtenings 
doth not only render them un- 
profitable, bur expoſes to greater 


Evils. 
(1.) Tt 
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(1.) It provokes God to with- 
draw his Judgments for a time. 
This the Sinner deſtred, and thinks 
himſelf happy that he is at eaſe: 
Miſerable Deluſion ! This Reſpite is 
the Preſage of his final Ruin. *'T was 
the deſperate State of Judah, as God 
expreſles it, Why ſhould y©be ſtricken 
any more ? ye Wil revolt more and more. 
The words of an anxious Father 
that has tried all Methods, Counſel, 
Kindneſs, Corrections to. reclaim a 
rebellious obſtinate Son ; and find- 
ing no an{werable Efte&, gives him 
over to follow the . pernicious 
{winge of his corrupt Deſires. No 


Severity is like the ſuffering him in 


his licentious Courſes. Thus when 
God hath uſed many gracious ways 
to reduce the Sinner, by his Word, 
Spirit and Judgments, ' but he is 
inflexible to the Calls of the Word, 
impenetrable to the Motions of the 
Spirit,” and inſenſible of afflicting 
Providences; when after a Combare 
1c with 
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with the Rod, Sin comes' off: un- 
wounded, and the Rod retires ; 
this Calm is more, dreadful than the 
fierceſt Storm.; nothing can be more 
faral to the Sinner, for by this Di- 
vine Deſertion he is given over to 
a reprobate Mind, and vile Aﬀecti- 
ons ; he goes on undiſturb'd in his 
Sins, and every day increaſeth his 
Enmity againſt God, and provokes 
God's Enmity againſt him. 'Tis 
not conceivable that one who is 
not made pliable to the Grace of 
God by Afflictions, ſhould ſubmir 
when he is in pleaſant Circumſtan- 
ces, and diſpos'd to enjoy ſenſual 
Satisfations. If.the Whip and Spur 
cannot break and tame the unruly 
Beaſt, certainly the rich Paſture will 
never make him. manageable. So 
that God's ceaſing to puniſh the 
Sinner at preſent-is ſo far from be- 
ing a Favour, that 'tis the Effect 
of his deepeſt Diſpleaſure; for it 
contributes to his hardning. *T'was 

the 
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the Caſe of Pharaoh, when any of 
the Plagues were removed : Indul- 
pence occaſioned his Induration. 
As Water "taken from the Fire, 
freezes ſooner and harder, than if 
the thinner Parts had never bcen 
evaporated by the former Heart 
ſo when Men are taken off from 
rhe Fire of AMliction, they are 
more - confirmed ' in their vicious 
Courſes than it they had never been 
afflited. 

(2.) The ſhghting of lighter 
Strokes, provokes God fomerimes 
ro bring more dreadful Judgments 
in this Life upen Sinners. No 
Man can endure that his Love or 
A ſhould be deſpiſed. Nebs- 
hall commanded rhe Furnace 
to be heared ſeven trmes hotter for 
thoſe who conternned his Threac- 


Levit.26. nings. God telts the Hr gelites, i ye 
23» 24- Will not be reformed ty theſe things, but 


will walk: contrary 'unto-me ; Then will 1 
alſo walk contrary #nto you; and: wall 
puniſh 
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prniſh you yet ſeven times for your Sins. 
He wilt chatge the Rods into Scor- 
pions, and will fcourge them for 
their continued Rebellions. Tis 
the interit of that Expoſtulation, 


Shall one take up a Snare from the ns 


Earth, and have taken nothing at all ? 
Shall God remove his Judgments 
while Sinners are careleſs and unre- 
formed, as if they might be final 
Conquerors over them ? no, he will 
multiply and greaten chem. It 
may be at firſt God blafts part of 
the Eſtate, and the Sinner is not 
apprehenſtve of his Hand ; then he 
comes nearer and ſnarches away a 
dear Relation : if tilt the Sinner is 
unaffected, he ſtrikes his Body with 
a lingring, or acute Diſeaſe : if ſtill 
he be not concern'd for God's Di(- 

pleaſure, he 'wounds his Spirit, 
Ja kim ſick 'in Senſe and Con- 
ſcience at the fame time, fills him 
with Terror by the RefleQion upon 
his wicked Ways, and rhe fore-fight 
of 
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of that dreadful Tribunal. before 
which he muſt appear ; ſo that altho 
he cannor live, he dare not die ; tho 
his Earthly Tabernacle. be ready to 
fall upon him, he is afraid to go 
out and meet the ſupream Judsg : 
and if this doth not work a fincere 
thorow Change, God caſts him 
into Hell to the Company of the 
_— Giants, | thoſe, bold Rebels that 
fougic againſt God. Briefly, as 
under the Law,.. an incorrigible 
Son that neglected. his Father's Re- 
Via. ve. proofs, was to die without Mercy ; 
Mede in {0 an unreformed Sinner who 'kicks 
lo. againſt the Pricks, and refuſes 
to ſubmit to, 'God's Corrections, 
{hall be, cur off in his Obſtinacy ; 
Juſtice will proceed to Exciſion, 
and Ads of Vengeance againſt 

— |; *_ 
(3-) Fainting under Chaftenings 
Is - pernicious. to.. Sufferers ;.. for it 
renders them:: utterly indiſpoſed 
for the Performance of Duty, and 
UnEa- 
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uncapable of receiving the Com- 
forts proper for an afflicted State, 


_ vt. It renders them utterly in- 
diſpoſed for the performance of 
Duty. Hope draws forth all the 
active Powers of the Soul; *cis the 
great Motive to Diligence, and [n- 
{trument of Duty. Delpair, like 
extremity of Cold that checks the 
Spring, and binds up the Earth 
that its Fruits cannot appear, hin- 
ders the free Exerciſe of Reafors 
and Grace, and cuts the Sinews of 
Obedience. He that is hopeleſs of 
2 good Iſfue our of Troubles, will 
neither repent, nor pray, nor re- 
form, but indulges barren Tears 

inſtead of real Duties. | 
Beſides, it often falls out, rhac 
the ſame Affliction is ſent from 
God's Diſpleaſure upon his People 
for their Sins, and is the Effect of 
tne Rage of Men againſt then up- 
M1 ore 
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on the account of their profeſſing 
his Name. Such is the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God, that by the 
ſame hery Trial he may refine his 
Servants from their Drofs and Im- 
purities, and render the Glory of 
the Goſpel more conſþicuous. The 
Hatred of Religion, and a blind 
Fury may tranſport Men to Acts of 
Cruelty againſt the Saints; bur 'tis 
by the permiſſion of the univerſal 
Soveraign,who hath the Hearts of all 
in his Hands, and fuffers their Rage 
for holy Ends. "The Enemy de- 
ſigns againſt their Faith, but God's 
Aim is to make them reform their 
Lives. 

Now if either through ſtrong 
Fears, or the ftinging ſenſe of 
Troubles upon the account of Re- 
lIigion,' our Courage fails, we are 
preſently in dangerof falling away, 
and denying our Maſter. The faint- 
hearted Perſon is uſually falſe. 

hearted, 
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hearted, and for want of Refolu- 
tion, being frighted out of his Con- 
Glance and Duty, chooſes Sin ra- 
ther than Suffering, and thereby 
juſtly deprives himlelf of the Crown 
of Life, nat is promiled only to 
thoſe who are faithful unto the Death. 
Belides, not only the lols of Hea- 
ven, bur the Torments of Hell are 
threaten'd againſt thole who with- 
draw from the Service of God to 
avoid Temporal Evils. The fear- 


ful and unbelieving are m the front of 


thoſe that Joel have part [1 the Lake 
Fire and Br imſtone, _ ich uw the 


ſecond Death, Now what Folly is 
it when two Evils are propounded, 


to chooſe the oreateſt ; that is, Eter- 
nal Death rather chan Temporal : 
and of two (toods to preter .the 
leſs; a ſhort Lite with its Conve- 
niences on Earth, before that which 
1s eternally olorious in Heaven ? 
By which ic. appears how much 

M2 it 
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it concerns us to fortifty and fix 
our Minds by a ftedfaft Belief of 
God's ſupporting Preſence with us 
im all Tronbles, and of his gra- 
cious Promiſe, that in due time we 
fhall reap if we faint not in well- 


doing. 


2dly. They are incapable of the 
Comforts proper to an afflicted 
State. Thoſe arife from the Be- 

Rev. 3. lief, that God loves whom he chaſtens : 
for the leaft Sin is a greater Evil 
than rhe greateſt "Trouble; and 
his delign 1s to take that away, 
and from the expectation of a 
happy Iſſue. Hope is the Anchor 
within the Vail, that in the midſt 
of Storms and rougheſt Seas, pre- 
ferves from Shipwrack. The Cha- 
racer of Chriſtians is, that they 
Rom.12. are rejoicing m Hope: But when the 
12Afﬀlited are under fearful Impre{- 
ſttons that -God is an wtreconcile- 


able 
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able Enemy, and ſadly conclude 
their Miſeries are paſt Redreſs, 
chole Divine Comforts that are 
able to {weeten the moſt bitter 
Sufterings to Believers, are of no 
Efhcacy. Their deep Sorrows are 
not like the Pains of a travailing 
Woman that end in a joyful Birth, 
bur the killing Tortures of he 
Stone-- that are fruicleſs ro the 
Patient. An obſtinate Grief, and 
rejecting the Conſolations of God, 
is the beginning of Sorrows, the firſt 
Payment of thar fad Arrear of 
mourning that ſhall be exacted in 


another World. 


The Ule {hall be to excite us to iV. 


thole Duties that are directly con- 
ary to the Extreams forbidden, 
. To demean our ſelves under 

= Chaſtenings of 'the Lord with 
a deep Reverence and humble 
Fear of his Diſpleaſure, and with 
M 3 pl 
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a frm Hope and. Depetiduitc up- 
on him for a'blefſed Mue 'up- 
on our compiytng with his holy 
Will. 


1. With an linxble Reverie 

of his Hand: This Ternper 1 
abſolucely neceſſary and molt: evi 
gruous with reſpect? to God, upon 

the account of: his Sovetaighty, 
Juſtice and Goodiiels declzr'd- in 
his Chaſteninss ; and with: reſpe & 
ro 'OUr Frailty, otr Dopetidhaces up- 
on him, our Obnoxiouſnels tb his 
Law, -ma4 oi Obligations to him, 
that he will pleaſe to affli kt tis for 

our good. | : : 
| This is the reaſon of that Ex- 
henns ,. Poſtulation, Walla Lion roar m- The 
4. Foreſt, when he:-bath no Prey% Shall 
God's Threatnings and Judgments 
have no Effe&t? Who ever hard- 
neil himſelf agehſt: him, and pro- 
ſpered | ? Do Þe- Pu ovoke the Lord 
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to Jealouſy, the moſt ſenſible and 
ſevere Attribute when it is incens'd 
Are we ſtronger than he? Can we 
encounter oftended Omniporency ? 

Can we with an Army of Lufts 
oppoſe Myriads of mighty —_— 
"Tis not Courage, bur ſuch a 
digious: degree of Folly and Fury, 
char one would think *rwere im» 
poſſible a realonable Crearure were 
capable of ir. Yer every Sinner 
unreformed by Afictions is thus 
deſperate: Fe ſtretches out his Fdand Job 15. 
azamſt God, and ſtrengthens himſelf 25426: 
againſt the Almighty ; he runneth. upon 
him, even on his Nick, upon the 
thick \Boſſes of his Bucklers. Such 
a furious Rebel was A4baz, who in 
the time of his Diſtreſs, did treſpaſs more 
againſt, the Lord : This is that\ King 2 Chron: 
Ahaz !. Bur God hath moſt ſolema- * 28: 
ly declared, that he will be victo- 
rious at, laſt over the moſt fierce 
obdurate-Enemies. 4s 1 live, ſaith 
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the Lord, every Knee ſhall bow to me. 
His Power is Infinite, and Anger 
-puts' an Eds upon his Power, 
_ makes ir Sw terrible. If 
our Subſection be not voluntary, 
ir muſt be violent, "Tis our Wiſ- 
dom to prevent As of Vengeance 
by humble Submiſſions, The Du- 
ty of the Aﬀited is excellently 
Shes expreſt by Elihu: Surely it is meet 
31, 32, to be ſaid to God, I have born Cha- 
ſtiſements, 1 will not offend any more. 
That 1 know not, teach thou me: if 
T have done Iniquity, I will do ſo no 
more. 

Add further, upon another ac- 
count Reverence 1s due to God's 
Chaſtenings: for when Love is 
the Motive that incites one to give 
ps Counſel, tho it be mixt with 
Reproots, and his Prudence js not 
great, yer a ReſpcCt is due to the 
Aﬀection. Now Cod who is only 
wile, chaſtiles Men from a deſire 

ro 
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tro make them: better and happy ; 
he intends primarily to refine, not 
to conſume them by AfMitions : ſo 
that a ſerious regard to his-Hand 
is the moſt juſt and neceflary Du- 
ty of the Creature. Briefly, eve- 
ry Chaſtiſement ſhould leave deep 
and permanent Impreſſions upon 
us; the Senſe of God's Diſplea- 
ſure ſhould make our Hearts 
mournful and mollified, broken 
and eontrite, that his Will may 
be done by us on Earth as it is 
in Heaven. 


2, Let us always preſerve an 
humble Dependance and firm Hope 
on God, for a bleſſed Ifſue out of 
all our Troubles : "The Support and 
Tranquillity of the Soul ariſeth 
from hence. Chriſtian Patience 
{uffers all things as well as Charity, 
being incouraged by a continual 
expectation of Good from him. 

| Patience 
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P; enc9,confirms all other Graces, 
los 1s£0the,whole Armour of God, 
what-the.. Temper, js. ro magerial 
Weapons, , that keeps them from 
breaking 1n_the Combar. Now 
ro Maintain a conſtant Hope in 
Afiiction,' 'tis neceſſary ro conſider 
the Reaſon of the Exhortation as 
tis admirably aplive by the 


A poltle. - 


(1 ) The "JOE God ſuſtains 
when .he afflicts. Believers... He 
is 2 Judg inveſted with the Qualicy 
of a Father. The Covenant of 
Grace berween God and Jeſus 
Chrift,;.-our true David, contains 

Pal. 89. this obſervable. Clauſe, if thy. Chil- 
mY 22, dren forſake my ' Law, and walk not 
in my. Judgments : if they break my 
Statutes, and keep not wy. Command- 
ments ; then will] vijut their Tranſgrcſ- 
ſions with a Rod, and their Tuquity with 
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The Love that ariſeth from this 
Relation, tho it catinot hate, 'yet ir 
may be difp leaſed, and- «baſtiſe 
thetfi for their Follies. Mofes tells 
the 1/raelites, Thou ſhalt confider m thy »,,,. 8. 
Heirt, that as a Man chaſtens bus Son, 5. 
ſo the Lord thy God chaſtens thee; .In 
Children Reaſon is-not fully. dil- 
clouded, they are hot er ro 
govern thernſetves, and are - onl 
raught with ſenſi ble Pleaſure or 
Pain :'' So that a Father is obliged 
t6 join Correction with Inſtruction, 
ro forim them to Vertue. This is 
{o far from being inconſitent with 
Paternal Aﬀection, that cis itifepa- 
rable from- it. [For a Patent to 
ſuffer-a- Child to/ go on pleaſantly 
m Sit! without” doe Puniſhmenr, 
is pure” Cruelry difgniſed under the 
Mask of Pity : 'for by the neglect 
of Diſcipline he is Ne Frum 'd in his 
vicious Courſes, and expoled to 
Ruin. The Apoſtle therefore adds, 

Whom 
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Whom: the Lord loves, he chaſtens : As 
fromthe: ſevereſt Wrath he ſome- 
times forbeareth to ſtrike, ſo from 
deareſt Love he afflicts. Humble 
Believers through. a Cloud of Tears 
may ſee the Light of God's Coun- 
renance: for having ele&ted them 
by ſpecial Love to a:glorious Inheri- 
rance above, he diſpenſeth all things 
here in order-to the preparing them 
for it; and all Temporal Evils, as 
Means, are transform'd into the Na- 
rure:of-the: End. to which they are 
ſubſervient. So: that the ſharpeſt 
Sufferings are really from | God's 
Favour, ſince they are beneficial 
for our. obtaining real Happineſs, 
The Devil uſually tempts Men in 
a Paradiſe of Delights, to precipi- 
tate them into Hell : God tries them 
in the. Furnace of - Aﬀflictions, to 
purify and prepare them for Hea- 
Ven. 


(2) Tis 
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(2.) 'Tis a firong Cordial a- 
gainſt fainting,. to conſider that by 
virtue of the Paternal Relation 
he ſcourges every Son whom be re- 
ceives ; for no Troubles are more 
aſflictive.and ftinging than thoſe 
that are unexpefted. Now when 
we are aſlured that there is no Son 
whom the Heavenly Father doth 
not chaſten, we are leſs ſurprized 
when we meet with Crofles. In- 
deed there is hardly any kind of 
Affliction that may befal us, bur 
we have ſome inſtance in Scripture 
of the Saints ſuffering the fame. 
Are we poor and meaninthe World? 
we {ſhould conſider that Poverty 
with Holineſs is a Divine Com- 
plexion : Jeſus Chriſt the holy and 
beloved Son of God, had not where 
ro lay his Head. Are we under 
bodily Diſtempers ? good Hezekzab 
was ſtruck with an uncomfortable 

Diſeaſe 
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Diſeaſe as to the Quality of it; 
and Gaws had a flouriſhing Soul in 
a languiſhing Body, Are our dear 
Relations taken away ? Aaron and 
David loſt: ſome of their Sons by 
terrible Strokes. Are our Spirits 
wounded with the ſenſe of Gad's 
Diſpleaſure 2 Job and Feman. were 
under ftrong Terrors, yet the Fa- 
vourites of Heaven. Briefly, how 
many moſt dear. to God were 
called-forth to extream and bloody 
Trials for Defence of the Truth ? 
How many Deaths did they en- 
dure in one Torment ? How ma- 
ny Torments in one Death ? yet 
they were ſo far from fainting, that 
the'more their Pains were exaſpe- 
rated, the more their Courage and 
Joy was ihining and confpicuous ; 
as the Face of the Heavens is never 
more ſerene and clear, than when 
the ſharpeſt North Wind blows. 
'Tis the Apoſtle's Inference, Seeing 
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we are compaſſed with ſuch a Cloud of 

Witneſſes, let us run with Patience the 

Race that is ſet before us. 

-* This is further enforc'd by the 

following words, If ye be without Ver. 8. 

Chaſtening, whereof all are partakers, 

then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons, If 

God doth not vouchſafe -us the 

Mercy of his Rod, 'tis evident we 

are not part of his Fatherly Care. 

The Bramble is neglected, while 

the Vine is cut till it bleeds. Tis 

a miſerable Privilege ro be ex- 

empted from Divine Diſcipline, and 

by Eaſe and Proſperity to be cor- 

rupted and made fit for Deſtructi- 

on. St. Auſtm repreſents one ex- 

poſtulating with God : 0 Der, iſta 

eſt Fuſtitia tua, ut mali floreant, & boni In Pal. 

laborent 1 O God, ic 15 righteous with — 77 

'T hee, that the W icked ſhould profſ- 

per, and the Good ſuffer ! Dicis? Deo, 

iſta eſt Tuſtitia tua ? & Deus tibi, iſta 

eſt Fides tuna * hec enim tibi promiſt: e 
ad 
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ad boc Chriſtianus faftus es, ut in ſe- 
clo iſto floyeres, & in inferno poſtea 
torquereris * Cod replies to” him, Is 
this your Faith? Did I promiſe - 
you Temporal Prolperity 2 Were 
you a Chriſtian-for this, that you 
might flourifh in this World, and 
be miſerably tormented in Hell ? 

Ver. g. The Apoſtle repreſents the ſpe- 
cial Prerogative of God as the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and ſo hath a nearer 
Claim to us than the Fathers of 
our Fleſh, and that he is not lia- 
ble ro thoſe Imperfections that at- 
rend the Earthly Relations. They 
for a few days chaſtened us for their 
own Pleaſure. Human Love is a 
rroubled irregular Paſſion, mixt 
with Ignorance, and prone to Er- 
ror in the Exceſs or Dete&t. Some- 
times Parents are indulgent, and 
by a cruel} Compaſſion ſpare their | 
Children when they are faulty : 
fometimes they correct wichont 
| Caule, 


en 2, . . 
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7. 
Cauſe, ſometimes when the Rea» 
. ſon is juſt, yer they err in .the 
manner or meaſure of :the Cor- 
' tection, ſo that their Children are 
dilcouraged. But in God there is 
a perfect Union of Wiſdom and 
Love, of Diſcretion and Tender- 
neſs; his Aﬀection is without the 
leaſt Imperfe&tion. His Will is 
always guided by infinite Wiſdom. 
If his Children offend, he will cha- 2$am.s. 
ſtiſe them with the Rod of Men; 4: 
that is, moderately : for as in Scrip- 
. ture things are magnified by the 
Epichet, Divine or of God, ſo 
they are leflened by the Epither, 
Human. Accordingly the Apoſtle 
declares to the Corinthians, that 1g 
Temptation had befallen them, but ſuch " Cor. 
as is common to Man: but God is 
faithful, who will not ſuffer yo to be 
| tempted above that you are able z but 
will with the Temptation alſo make 4 
way to eſcape, that ye may be able to 
N bear 
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bear it. As a prudent Phyſician 
conſults the Strength of che Patient 
as well as the Quality of the Dil- 
eaſe, and proportions his Medicine ; 
ſo all the bitter Ingredients, their 
Mixture and Meaſure, are diſpens'd 
by the wiſe Preſcription of God, 
according to the degrees of Strength 
that are in his People. 


The Apoſtle ſpecihes the im- 
mediate End of God in his Cha- 
ſtenings : But be for our Profit, that 
we may be partakers of his Holineſs. 
This is the fupream Excellency of 
the Divine Nature, and our Con- 
formity to it is ſo valuable, that it 


renders Afiictions nor only tole- 


rable, but ſo far deſirable as they 
contribute to it. In the preſent 
State our Graces are imperfect, 
and our Conformity to the Divine 
Purity is like the Reſemblance of 
the Sun in a watry Cloud, very 
much 
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much beneath the Perfe&tion and 
Radiancy of that great Lighr. 
Now God is pleaſed to faſhion us 
according to his Image by Afﬀiti- 
ons. As a Statue is.cut by the 
Artificer, to bring it into a beauti- 
ful Form. 


He is pleaſed to bring us into 
divers Temptations to try our Faith, 
to work in us Patience, to inflame 
oar Prayers, to mortify our Carnal 
Deſires, to break thoſe voluntary 
Bonds whereby we are fettered to 
the Earth, that we may live with 
thoſe Aﬀections wherewith others 
die. And certainly if we make 
a true Judgment of things, we 


— 


have not the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpe&t 


the Love of God when he chaſtiles 
us, to take away Sin the only abo- 
minable Obje& of his Hatred and 
deep Deteſtation, and to render us 
Partakers of the Divine Nature. 


N 2 And 
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And the preſent peaceable Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs is the Produft in thoſe 
who are duly exerciſed by their 
Troubles, It is an Allufion to 
the Reward of the Conquerors 
in the Olympick Games, who had 
a Crown of Olives, the Emblem 
and Shadow of Peace. But true 
Peace, a Divine Calm in the Con- 
ſcience, ſhall be the Recompence 
of all that exerciſe their Graces 
ſutable to an afflifted State. In 
ſhort, the Apoſtle aſſures Believers, 
that they are chaſtened of the Lord, 
to prevent their Condemnation with 
the World, The corre&ting Rod 
delivers them from Hell. This 
Conſideration changes Thorns 
into Roles, and extracts Honey 
out of Wormwood : if the way 
be ſtony or ſhowery that leads to 
Blefſednels, a Chriſtian ſhould wil- 
lingly walk in ic. To conclude ; 
jrom the Conſideration of what 
the 


— 
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the Scripture declares concerning 
Temporal Evils, let us lift up the 
Hands that hang down, and the feeble 
Knees ;- and make ſtreight Paths for 
our Feet, leſt that which # lame be 
turned out of the way; but let it ra- 
ther be healed : i. e. In our Affliction, 
let us take Courage and Reſolu- 
tion from the Promiſes, and live 
in a holy Conformity to God's 


Will, that the weak or faint may 
be reſtored. 


The firſt and laſt Leſſon of 
Pagan Philoſophy was to ſupport 
Men under the Storms to which 
they are liable in this open State, 
to render the Soul velut Pelagi rupes 


immota, as a Rock unſhaken by the 
Waves. 


But all their Directions were 
unſucceſsful, and ſo could not {e- 
cure them from Impatience or 

Deſpair. 
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Deſpair. - But the Goſpel that 
aſſures us of the Love of God in 
ſending\ Afictions for out Spiritual 
and Eternal Good, is alone able to 
compole the Mind. And when- 
ever we. faint in Troubles, 'tis 
either . from Infidelicy . or Inconſi- 
deration ;/ 'tis impoſſible a Perſon 
ſhould be. a Chriſtian, and be in- 
capable: of Comfort in the moſt 
afflicted State : for we are really 
ſo by the holy Spirit, who. is the 
Comforter. When we ſpeak ſome- 
times to:thofe we judg infirm, we 
ſpeak to Infidels, who only receive 
Remedy from Time which they 

ht ro receive from Faith ; they 
they have: the Name of God only 
in their Mouths, but the World 
is in their Hearts, Their Paſſions 
are ſtrong and obſtinate, not ſub- 
jet to ſandtifhed: Reaſon. The 
Difticulty they have of being com- 
torted, diſcovers the neceſlity of 
their 
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their being afflicted. They need 
Converſion more than Conſola- 
tion; others, who are fincere in 
Faith, yet are apt to faint under 


Troubles, from an Error like that 


of the Apoſtles; when their Lord 
came upon the Waters in a ſtormy 
tempeſtuous Night to their Aſſi- 
ſtance, they thought he was a Spi- 
rit. So they look on God as an 
Enemy, when he comes to ſanctify 
and ſave them : the Soveraign Re- 
medy of our Sorrows is to correct 
the Judgment of Senſe by a ſe- 
rious Belief of God's Promiſe. 
Thus we ſhall reconcile the rough- 
neſs of his Hand with the {weerneſs 
of his Voice : he calls to us from 
Heaven in the darkeſt Night, Tis 
I, bent afraid. He corrects us with 
the Heart and Hand of a Father. 


A due Conſideration of theſe 
things will produce a glorified Joy 


In 
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in the midſt of our Sufferings. 
Rom-15. Whatſoever things were written afore- 
” time, were written for our Learning, 


that we through Patience and Com- 
fort of the Scriptures might have 


Flope. 
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Lake xiv. 23. 


The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel 
them to come in, that my Houſe 
may be full. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour in the 

| days of his Humility, a- 
mong other Inſtances of his admi- 
rable Condeſcenſion, was pleaſed 
in his Sermons to ſtoop to the Ca- 
pacity of the Hearers, and inſtruct 
them in a familiar eafy way, The 
infirm Eye of Fleſh cannot be- 
hold Spiritual Things in their im- 
mediate Purity and Glory, but as 
ſhadowed under ſenſible Compari- 
ſorts. Therefore his excellear Good- 
nels made uſe of Parables, to #- 
| luſtrate and explain by Repreſen- 
O rations 


185 SERMON VI. 


——— 


—_— 


tations and Patterns borrowed from 
things commion and known, things 
of a ſublimer Nature, and more 
diſtant from our Apprehenſions : 
and by this ingaging lively manner 
to awaken the. Spirit to conſider 
by what is ſaid, what is ſignified : 


and to infinuate into the Aﬀections 


Divine Truths ſo pleaſingly con- 


veyed to us. 

Now of all the Parables in the 
Goſpel, this of the Marriage-Feaſt, 
both in reſpect of the Excellence 
of the Matter, and the :manner 
of Expreſſion ſutable to our Ca- 
pacity, deſerves the ſerious Appli- 
cation of our Minds and Hearts. 
[ will make ſome Obſervations up- 
on it, that may be uſeful and in- 
troductive to. the following Diſ- 
courle. 


Two general Parts are to be con- 
ſidered, in it-:, Viz, 


[. The 


| 
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[. The Narrative of the Prepa- 
| tions, and the Perſons in- 
.__ .vited to the Feaſt. 

I, The Succeſs of the Invita- 
t10n. 


In unfolding theſe Generals, 1 
{hall conſider the Subſtance of the 
Parable, without ſtraining ic by 
far-fetch'd Parallels beyond the In- 
tention,of our Saviour. 'Tis a cu- 
rious Folly to turn every Figure in 
Scriprure into an Allegory; The 
Parabie is the ſame in Subſtance 
wirh that in the - 22d Chapter of 
St. Matthew, from the 24 Verſe to 
the 15th: that indeed has more of 
Circumſtance and Magnificence in 
the Relation, The certain Man that 
made the Feaſt is there ſtiled a King, 
' that is, the bleſſed God; and the 
| Feſt is for the Marriage of his Son : 
Under this Figure of a Royal Mar- 


riage- is repreſented the Myſtical 
_ O 2 Marriage 


of the ſame Nature, of e4tial and 
eternal Greatneſs with his Father, 
to unite himſelf to finkul wilſetable 
Creatures in a Conjugal Relation, 
the moſt tender and entire; What 
an immenſe diftattce was : to be 
overcome ? What * ſeemitig Diſpa- 
ragement was it to lit? Ih order 
to this it was neceſſary there ſhould 
be a' Conformity of Narore bes 
tween 0s: he thetefote was made 
Fleft), that we might bt one Spirit with 
hin : Tie afſurned 'out Nature in' a 
Perfonal Union co the Diety, that 
he might marry bur Ptfons in a 
Spiritual Union. He was a Saviour 
to redeem vs, that ht nijghe be a 
Husband to intich ts, Aſtoniſh- 
ing Love! The Letd of Olbty, 
higher than 'the Vitavens, floop'd 


oO 
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ſo low as to eſpoufe poor Duft : 
he gave his Life for us, and him- 
ſelf ro'us for ever. What Honour 
and Happinefs accrues to us by this 
Alliance! the Lord of Angels is 
our Husband. His Gifts are an- 
{werable to his Love: he is Heir 
of all things, and endows his Church 
wich Heaven and Earth : the Apo- 
{tle aſſures Believers all things are 
yours, and you are Chriſt's, and Chrift 
is God's, Our Communion with 
him is ſo perfe, that he diſcharges 
us of all the Evils that we cannot 
bear, our Sins and the Curſe due 
to them, by taking them upon 
himſelf, and beſtows upon us all 
the Bleſſings and Bleſſedneſs we are 
capable to enjoy, Wiſdom, Righteouf- 

neſs, Santtification and Redemption, 
By the great Supper prepar'd, we 
are to underſtand the Manifeſtation 
of the Meſſiah, with all the moſt 
precious and unvaluable Benefits 
purchaſed and conferr'd by him 
O 3 upon 
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upon Pelievers; the Pardon of 
Sins, Adoption into God's Family, 
the Graces and Comforts of the 
Spirit, and eternal Glory, the be- 
coming Teſtimonies of his Great- 
nels and Love. 

The prime Gueſts invited to this 
Feaſt are the Jews, the ſele&t Peo- 
ple of God, to whom pertained the 

Rom. 9. Adoption, and the Glory, and the Co- 

- +® 5 venants, and the giving of the Law, and 
the Service of God, and the Promiſes : 
Whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom 
concerning the Fleſh Chriſt came, who 
is over all, God bleſſed for ever. When 
other Nations were excluded from 
the Alliance of God, his Preſence 
and Worlhip was their Privilege, 
and for them this Feaſt was princi- 
pally intended. 

The Servants employed in the 
Javitation were, firſt, Moſes and 
the . Prophets, incluſively to John 

Rom. 3. the Bapriſt ; all to whom the Oracles 
?: of God were committed, and by whom 
is the 
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the eternal Counſels of his Wil- 
dom were declar'd concerning the Deut.18. 
Meſſias. All their Prophecies, as 
ſo many Lines, meet in this Cen- 
tre. The other Servants were the j, 
Apoſtles, who were commanced 
to preach the Goſpel firſt at Jeruſalem. Luke 24. 
The firſt order of Servants, and the 
ſecond, both propoſed the ſame 
Meſſias, as the Obje& of our Faith 
and Love; but the Prophets under 
Shadows and Figures in the Pro- 
miſes, the Apoſtles clearly in the 
Truth and Accompliſhment. "The 
firſt inviced while the Prepara- 
tions were making ; but the Evan- 
gelical Miniſters are more earneſt 
and preſſing, Come, for all things are 
now ready. And in comparing theſe 
two Periods of Time, there is the 
moſt ſhining and ſenſible Evidence 
of the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : for the Marks of it are 
clear in the Prophecies by their ex- 
att References ro the Accompliſh- 

O 4 ment 
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ment in the Perſon of Chriſt ; and 
they are clear in the Accompliſh- 
ment by the Correſpondence to the 
Prophecies Who can ſuſpend 
Aſſent that our Redemption by Je- 
ſus Chriſt 'is the Work of Divine 
Providence, when the deſign of 
it is fo exactly delineated in the 
Prophecy ? | 
Thus the unchangeable Firmneſs 
and Stabiliry of God's Counſel is 
the Foundation of our Faith. - The 
Conſummation of the Marriage 
will be ar the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt. 


Il. The Succeſs of the Invita- 

Luke 14,102 is related, They all with one 
18, 19, Conſent began to make Excuſe. The 
2% firſt ſaid, 1 have bought a piece of 
Ground, and 1 muſt needs vo to ſee it : 
Another ſaid, T have bought five Yoke 

of Oxen, and 90 to prove them: And 
anocher ſaid, I have married a Wife, 

and I tannvt come. All the Carnal 
Aﬀecti- 
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AﬀeCtions are readily and preſently 
conſpiring*in the refuſal. It may 
ſeem that the Allegations of a Pur- 
chaſe and Marriage for not coming 
to a Feaſt were very reaſonable : 
but the Feaſt repreſents Celeſtial 
Happineſs, in compariſon of which 
all the Profits and Pleaſures of this 
World are but Loſs and Dung : 
*Tis evident then, their Excuſes are 
ſtrong Accuſations of their Folly 
and Ingratitude : Of Folly in pre- 
ferring Shadows before ſubſtantial 
Felicity, Moments before Ecrer- 
nity : Of Ingratirude, in reje&ing 
contumeliouſly the moſt gracious 
and earneſt Offer of ſuch a Happi- 
neſs. This is ſpoken of the Jews, 
who lived in the time of the Son 
of God's Deſcent for the Salvation 
of Men : The love of the World 
*\ cauſed them to deſpiſe his mean 
| Appearance, and neglect the Call 
of humble Mercy, Upon their 
| refuſal, the Servant came and ſhewed ye, a1. 
his 
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his Lord theſe things ; Then the Maſter 
of the Houſe being Angry, ſaid to his 
Servant, Go out quickly into the Streets 
and Lanes of the City, and bring in 
hither the Poor, and the Maimed, and the 
Ver. 22. Halt, and the Blind. And the Servant 
ſaid, Lord, it is done as thou haſt com- 
Ver. 23. manded, and yet there is Room. Aud 
the Lord ſaid unto the Servant, Go out 
to the Fligh-ways and Hedzes, and 
compel them to come in, that my Fuſe 
Ver. 24, may be filled, For I ſay unto you, that 
none of thoſe Men that were bidden, ſhall 
taſte of my Supper. 

The Refuſers are for ever excluded 
from the Joy of this Royal Feaſt, 
being as unworthy as unwilling to 
partake of it. This Judgment is 
ſtill viſible upon the Nation of the 
Jews, who conſent to their Proge- 
nicors rejecting and condemning 
the Meſſias, and will not be con- 
vinced of the obſtinate Impoſture 
that was deviſed to prevent the Be- 
lief of his Reſurre&tion. But it 

did 
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did not become the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, that ſuch coſtly 
Preparations ſhould be loſt: it was 
requiſite that ſome Perſons ihould 
actually come to the Feaſt, that is, 


obey the Heavenly Call, and re- 


ccive the Goſpel ; for otherwiſe the 
Redemption the Son of God lo 
dearly acquird, had been without 
Fruit, he had died in vain, which 
is dire&tly contrary to the Promiſe 
of God to him. I will give thee for 
a Light to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt 
be my Salvation to the ends of the 
Earth. Accordingly the Servant 
is ordered to bring in the Poor, the 
Lane, and the Blmd, and to go into the 
High-ways and Fdedges, and compel 
them to come in, that the Houſe may 
be filled. Thele Expreſſions declare 
the extream Miſery of the Hea- 
thens, who were at that time with- 
out Chriſt, Aliens from the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, Strangers from the 
Covenants of Promiſe, having no Ede, 


and 
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and without God in the World. 

Compel them to come in; The Pas 
piſts allege this Text to give co- 
lour to their Cruelty, in their vio- 
lent ways of making Proſelytes to 
their Idolatry. Their convincing 
Arguments are Swords, and Racks, 
and Gibbets, and Fires. If this be 
a proper Method of converting 
Men to Religion, the greateſt Ty- 
rants are the moſt infallible Teach- 
ers. The Vanity and Impiety of 
the Pretence will appear by confi- 
dering, 

1. ' Tisridiculousto Reaſon,touſe 
forcible Means for ſuch an End : for 
the Underſtanding is a reaſonable 
Faculty, and can only be convinc'd 
by inſtructing Reaſons, It cannot 
judg of things but as they appear, 
nor aſſent againſt its Judgment. 
Indeed Threatnings and Tortures 
may make Men Infidels, but nor 
ſincere Believers: it may make 
them Hypocrites and Comedians 

in 
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in Religion," but- not - unfeigned 
Profeſſors. This is abundantly ex- 
emplified in France, where the vaſt 
nuinber:- of 'ſervite Converts have 
been:-made by their Dragoons, not 
cheir: Doctors. z 

2. /Fhis is moſt contrary. to the 
Practice 'of our! Saviour, and to 
the Spirit of the Golpel. "The 
Sword that Chrift-uleth in ſubduing 
his Enemies, -and making them 


willing Subjects 'to his Scepter, goes Rev. 19. 


out of his Month. His Kingdom 
was introduced into the World by 
Preaching and Miracles, by doing 
Good ard fuffering Evil : he open'd 
the way for 'the: Goſpel not by 
killing his Erennies, but by dying 
himſelf and.in his Members : The 
eſtabliſhing and enlarging his Re- 
ligion-are'by ſurable means, the 11- 
lumination of + Mens Minds, the 
Petfwaſion -of their Wills, the 
drawing of their Aﬀections ro-em- 
brave it; _ Accordingly the Apoſtle 


tells 
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2 Cor. tells us, The Weapons of: our :Warfare 
 Þs are not carnal, but mighty through. God 
to the: pulling down of ſtrong -Holas ; 
Caſting down Imaginations, ,and every 

high thing that iexalteth it ſelf -agamſt 

the Knowledg of God, and bringing m- 

to Captivity every Thought to, the Obe- 
dience of Chriff. . The Weapons are 
ſutable.to the Warfare, 'and the 
Warfare to the Kingdom, - which is 
ſpiritual, not-: ofi;2h:1s World. The 
uſing of Force to conſtrain Men 

ro embrace the Chriſtian Religion, 

is contrary to tne Love, the Good- 
nels, Meekneis, Clemency and Fe- 
nignity, ' the blefled Temper the 
Goſpel plants: in- :the Breaſts of 
Chriſtiaris. How: ſeverely did our 
Saviour - rebuke? the fiery Spirit: in 
——_ James.and John*. You know not what 
55. manner of Spirit you; are of ; the Son 
of Man came not to | deſtroy Mens 
Lives, but to fave them. "Tis, con- 
trary.to the Golden Rule given to 
all his. Diſciples; - What you; would 
| have 


L 
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have others do to Yon, do you to 
them. 

But this muſt! be acknowledged, 
that "tis very congruous that the Pa- 
piſts make uſe of the material 
= when the Sword of the 
Spirit, the Word o God, ſtrikes 
through the Heart © Popery. The 
Dodtine of the Maſs is a clear 
Contradition to the Scripture, 
and a notorious derogating from 
the Value and Virtue of Chriſt's 
Death : they ſay 'tis an unbloody 
Sacrihnce of Chriſt, ©. propitiatory 
for the Living and the Dead: 
Whereas our Saviour was offered 
up - but. once, the Maſs is ten 
thouſand times 'in' a day repea- 
red. Chriſt's Sacrifice was with 
Blood, and an unbloody Sacrifice 
1s not propitiatory, nor can obtan 
Remiſfion. Where can they find 
in Scripture the Religious Worſhip 
of the Saints ? They ſer up an in- 
finite number of Interceſſors, and 


rob 


- 
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rob our Saviour of. his Clory, as if 
he were defective either in his Com- 

nate ;Liove tO us, for whom 
he mediates, or in his Power with 
God. They prefer his Mother be- 
fore | hitn in diſpenſing Mercy of 
which Sinners have the moſt need : 
they repreſent bima- as {tric and 
ſevere, bur. ſhe is- compoſed of - 
Sweetnels, he is the :Judg, {he the 
Advocate ang Saviour ; -we will 
leave thena to the jealous God. | 
_ I fall anly-obſerve farther, that 
many erring  Sects: preſerve their 
Allegiance-to the Divine Authority 
in the Scriptare,: For they do not 
aſſume andnfallibility cothemſelves, 
but miſtake the-Senle:of Sariprure:: 
butthe Papiſts by -aſſetting tharthe 
Auchorityiof Seripture dependsupon 
the Teſtimony of their-Chunch, that 
3s, the Sun _— its Beams from 
her Eyes, and /by arvagatiog an 
Iafallibilivy; ro oy d& in ofa IE- 
aneunce Homage 40. the —_—— 
© 
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of God in his Word. And from 


hence it is that the Adherers to 


that Religion are ſo inconvincible : 


tho Senſe, Reaſon and Scripture 
diſcover their Doctrines to be plain- 
ly impoſſible. Their Do&rine of 
Tranſubſtanriation involves ſuch 
Contradictions as deſtroy the Eflence 


and End of Miracles: Their Do- 


arine of the Pope's Supremacy im- 
plies there are two Monarchs of one 


Kingdom, two. Heads of one Bo- 


dy, two Husbands of one Spoule. 
No Errors are more ſtrong and fatal 
than ſuch as are arm'd with Autho- 
rity., eſpecially it that Authority be 
eſteeryd ſacred. Burt to return 
from this: Digrefſion, tho not im- 
pertinent. 

Compel them to come in, The word 
ſignifies the ule of all conſtraining 
Mortives, and the moſt earneſt In- 
treaties that are congruous to pre- 
vail upon thoſe who are invited to 
a Feaſt. The ſame word is uſed 

P Mat, 
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Luke 24. 


29. 


Gal. 2. 
14. 


Mat. 1 4+ 22. And Jeſus conſtrained bis 
Diſciples to get into a Ship; which 
certainly was not by violent diving 
or drawing them, but by his com- 
manding Authority. So 'ris rela- 
ted of the two that were with our 
Saviour in the Fourney to Emmans, 
that they conſtrained him to abide with 
them : The Conſtraint was by ear- 
neſt Intreaties, far from Force. The 
fame word is uſed of Peter's com- 
pelling the Gentiles to live after the 
Rites of the Jews : that was by his 
Example. Thus the Nations were 
compelled to receive the Goſpel 
by the Apoſtles, the Ambaſſa- 
dors for Chriſt, who did ardently, 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, pray them 
in Chriſt's ſtead ro be reconciled to 
God. Their Doctrine was recom- 
mended by the Holinefs of their 
Lives, and confirmed by the Luſtre 
of their Miracles. In ſhort, the 


Expreſſion {1gnifies how pleafing it 
is to God, 


that thoſe who are in- 
vited 
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vited by the Offers of Grace iri the 
Goſpel, ſhould come co Chriſt to 
obtain Life : and that the Invita- 
tion ſhall be effecual in the Hearts 
of thoſe who belong to the Elei- 
on of Grace. 


The Propoſition that I ſhall in- 
{iſ on is this : 


'Tis the great Duty of the Miniſter; 
of Chriſt to uſe their beſt Endea- 
vonrs, to inſtru and perſwads 
Men to embrace the favins Mer- 


cies of the Goſpel. 


— The Commiſſion was immediate- 
ly given to the Apoſtles, but ex- 
tends to the end of the World, till 
the Miniſtration of the Goſpel ſhall 
ceaſe. I will explicatethe Do&rine 
in this order. 


|. Conſtder what is implied, the 
Avetfneſs in Men from con- - 
P 3 jenting, 
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ſenting to the Terms of $abew 
tion offered in the Goſpel. 


II. The Means by which they 
are wrought on, and induced 
to come to the Celeſtial Feaſt. 


Ill. Prove that 'tis the great 
Duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ro apply themſelves with a 
holy Zeal to bring Men to 
partake of the ſaving Mercies 
revealed in the Goſpel. 


I. There is an Averſeneſs im- 
plied in the Expreſſion, Compel them 
to come im. This will be evident 
by conſidering, that the World, 
the Fleſh, and Satan, are Enemies 
in Combination againſt the Souls 
of Men, and raiſe an Army of 
Objections againſt their ſubmitring 
ro the Terms of the Goſpel. 

1. The World is the general 
Temptation : the natural World, 
and the corrupt World, the Things 


and 


—_ 


On Luxe xiv. 23. 205 


and Men of the World hinder our 
coming to Chriſt. 

1/t. The natural World, com- 
priſing all the Creatures in it, was 
originally very good, both in reſpect 
of the Things themſelves, and their 
deſigned Uſe: for they were be- 
neficial to Man, in order to his 
ſerving and enjoying the bleſſed 
God. But ſince his Fall from the 
State of unſtain'd Nacure, they are 


accidentally evil to him. The Crea- ggn, s. 


tures are made ſubjeft to Vanity, not 
willingly: they are perverted from 
their innocent ule, ro foment and 
gratify Mens vicious Appetites. 
Therefore the Apoſtle declares, the 
whole Creation groans and travels in 
Pain, is in a kind of Agony ready to 
faint, not for the Labour, but the In- 
dianities they ſuffer. "The Charge 
that God faſtens upon Idolaters, is 
true againſt Worldly Men : Te have 
taken my Silver, and my Gold, and 
have carried mto your Temples my goodly 
C1 pleaſant 
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pleaſant things. The Riches, the 


Pleaſures, the Greatneſs and Glory 
of the World are the Idols of their 
Heads and Hearts. The Interpo- 
ſition of the Earth darkens their 
Minds, eclipſes their Eſteem of the 
Fruition of God as their only Hap- 
pineſs; the Love of it alienates 
and eſtranges their Aﬀections from 
him, their Truſt in it ſlackens their 
due Dependance upon him. From 
hence it is, that the World, which, 
made by God, was a fair and bright 
T heatre of his Perfections, to raiſe 
the Thoughts and Aﬀections of 
Men with Delight and Wonder to 
the bleſſed Creator, as 'tis manag'd 
by Satan, and abus'd by the Lufſts 
of Men, # the Shadow of Death: ſuch 
as ſome Trees caſt, that not only 
intercept the refreſhing Light of the 
Sun, but ſhed a malignant contagious 
Influence. Strange Alteration ! 

The World is preſent and ſenfi- 
ble, and makes an eafy entrance 
into 
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into the Boſoms of Men. Their 
Souls are ſurpriz'd and deceived b 
the Suggeſtions of the Senſes, that 
repreſent earthly things as great 
Realities : ſpiritual and future things 
are to them but matters of Fancy 
and Conceit. The preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding World are like Counter- 
ballances ; as the one riſes, the other 
ſinks in Mens Opinions. When 
the World has got Poſleſſion of 
them, it commands and captivates 
all their Powers and Faculties. All 
the Preaching in the World is in 
vain, a Throng of Bulineſs or looſe 
Diverſions cauſes the neglect of the 
great Salvation. Repreſent to them 
the attractive Mercies of God, his 
melting Bowels open d in the Goſpel 
to all repenting Sinners; they are 
unmoved, frozen in their Dregs. 
Remember them, that their Bodies 
are dying every day, and their Souls 
are already dead, and that without 
ſiacere coming to Chriſt they can- 
F< not 
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not be recovered to the Life of 


Grace and Glory, 'tis in vain : tell 
them, they muſt ſhortly appear be- 
fore the dread Lord of Spirits, and 
be accountable for all things done 
in this World, and the Conſequence 
will be eternal] ; all is in vain : they 
have other Afﬀeairs, other Delires, 
which they regard and purſue ; they 
are toſt in the Labyrinth of the 
World, and have no Time nor 
Inclination to ſecure their main In- 
rereſt, 

"Tis further obſervable, from 
the Excules alleged in the Parable 
of a Purchaſe, and a Marriage, and 
as *tis ſaid in Mat. 2 2. That the Invited 
made light of it, one went to his Farm, 
andanother to his Merchandiſe; that thoſe 
Temptations of the World are moſt 
per{waſtve and fatal ro Men, that 
ſeem to be very natural and in- 
nocent, For what Duty is more 
clearly natural and reaſonable than 
ro make Proviſion of Supplies ſuta- 


ble. 
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ble to their Condition and State, 

| to their Charge and Families ? 
*Tistrue, Confden ce and Prudence 
require that Men ſhould be dili- 
gent in their Callings, for the Sup- 
port and Comfort of the preſent 
Life. But the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and the Righteouſneſs that leads to it, 
muſt be ſought in the firſt place. The 
brighteſt Valuations, the moſt in- 
flam'd AﬀeRions, the moſt Vigo- 
rous and conſtant Endeavours are 
due to Heaven. Now the Minds 
and Faculties of Men are limited, 
and cannot with intenſe and equal 
Ardency apply themſelves to vari- 
ous Objects. It the World be 
the main Object of their Care and 
Counlel, the Vigor of their leading 
and inſtrumental Faculties will be 
leſs free and active for Heaven : 
And from hence ir is, thar the 
Aﬀairs and Engagements of this 
World, tho immediately they do 
not deprive Men of Heaven, yer 
| medi- 
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mediately they are deſtructive to 
them ; for they leſſen their Eſteem, 
cool their Aﬀe&tions, ſlack their 
Endeavours to obtain it : they op- 
preſs their Spirits, ingroſs their 
Time, that they have no leiſure to 
work out their own Salvation: They 
make them receptive of many 
Temptations, which wound their 
Souls to Death for ever. The 
conſtant Spring of the Sins and 
Miſery of Men is from hence, they 
have forgot the regular uſe of the 
Creatures, as Means and Motives 
of their aſcending to God ; they 
underſtand not the Rule of Wiſdom, 
to make Temporal Things ſubordi- 
nate to Eternal ; they have loſt the 
happy Temper of not totally de- 
clining the World, nor of eager 
embracing it. In ſhort, they would 
enjoy the World, and only uſe God 
in their Exigencies. *'Tis therefore 
inculcated in Scripture, That the 
Friends of the World are the Enemies 
of 
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of God, and that the Love of the World 
2s inconſiſtent with the Love of the Fa- 
ther. 'Tis a moſt dangerous Sin, 
being ſo hardly diſcernable, and 
hardly cur'd : for the more appea- 
rance there is of Reaſon and the 
leſs of Senſuality in a Sin, the more 
it infinuates and prevails. We 
uſually judg of Sins by the Foulneſs 
of the external AR, but the Guilt 
of it principally ariſes from its in- 
ward Contrariety to God. The 
Love of the World dethrones God 
in the Hearts of Men : other Sins 
diſhonour him in breaking his Laws, 
this reproaches him as lels worthy 
of our Reſpe&ts. When it has free 
Dominion, it will as certainly, tho 
ſilently, deſtroy the Souls of thoſe 
who are of a fair Reputation in 
the Eyes of Men, as the Riots of 
notorious Sinners will be their 

Ruine. 
2dly, The corrupt World, thoſe 
who are ſtiled che Children of this 
World, 


LR ———_—_ 


212 SERMON VL 


World, by their Example, and by 
their Oppoſition, are Obſtacles in 
the way to Heaven. | 
(1.) By Example : for the broad 
Way is beaten by the Multicude, 
and few ſtrive to enter m at the ſtrait 
Gate that leads to Eternal Life. Now 
Men eafily receive the Impreſſion 
of Example. Of this there is 
| palpable Evidence; for when Sins | 
are common, the numbers of the | 
Guilty diminiſh the Senſe and 
Shame of the Guilt. But if Con- 
ſcience be ſometimes unquier, they 
ſmother the Sparks of Conviction 
in their Breaſts, and make a reſo- 
lute Reckoning they ſhall be in no | 
worle condition than others. Mi- 
ſerable Comfort ! as if one tortur'd 
on a Rack could receive any Miti- 
gation of his Pains, by the fight 
of many others ſuffering the ſame 
Torture. So contagious are the 
Faſhions and Manners of the World, 
that a principal end of our Saviour's 


Death 
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Death was to deliver us from this Gal. 1. 
preſent evil World : that is, not from 
the Place, but from the depraved 
State, and (inful Pra&tices of the Men 
of the World. The Apoſtle Peter 
remembers Believers, Je know that ye 1 Pet. 1. 
are not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as Silver and Gold, from your Vain Con- © 
verſation, received by "Tradition from 
your Fathers; but with the precious 
Blood of Chriſt as of a Lamb without Ble- 
miſh and without Spot. So deep was 
the Pollution,it could only be waſh'd 
out in that precious Fountain. The 
Principles and Ways of the World 
have a mighty Influence to blind 
and harden Men in Conformity to 
them. The Heathen Idolarries and 
Impurities were continued ſo long 
in the World, being commended 
and eſtabliſh'd by publick Cuſtom : 
and accordingly the Apoſtle tells 
the Epheſians, they in time paſt 
walked according to the courſe of the 
World. 

Now 
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Now to apply this more cloſely 
co the preſent Subje& : 'ris viſible 
by the Converſation of Men in the | 
World, that their Aims, their Ap- 
petites, their Endeavours are termi- 
nated in.'the World : their Souls 
cleave'to it, the Trein and Tenden- 
cy of their Actions leads to it, A 
ſuperficial Tin&ure of Religion, a 
Complemental Vifit to Cod ſome- 
times in publick Worſhip, contents 
the moſt ; but their Thoughts, their 
Time and Strength are ſpent to ob- 
tain and enjoy the preſent World ; 
for 'tis efteem'd their main Intereſt, 
and Heaven is only fought by the 
, asan Acceſſion to their Felicity. l 
Now we uſually approve and affect | 
things according to common Opi- 
nions and Practice, tho unreaſona- 
ble and exorbitant» The Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaking of the gathering uncer- 
tain Riches, obſerves, this their way 
Plal. 49.15 their Folly, yet their Poſterity approve 
their Sayings : they imitate the _— | 
© | 
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of their Progenitors, tho fatal to 
them. Men are vain in their Minds, 
and fecure in their Sins, by Confor- 
mity to the numerous Examples 
that encompaſs them. Nay, a re- 
getierate Man by converſing with 
the unregenerate World, is in dan- 
ger to be tatnted in his Judgment, 
and to be irregular in his Aﬀecti- 
ons to Earthly Things : he is apt 
ed coticetve ſo highly, and to frame 
ſuch glorious and goodly Ideas of 
Worldly Excellencies, that his De- 
fires are inflam'd to attain them, 
and proportionably he is chill'd and 
controul'd in the Alacrity and Vi- 
gor of his Endeavours after heaven- 
ly things. Thus as a freſh-Water 
River by its nearnels to the Sea has 
2 brackiſh Taſte ; ſo even the Citi- 
zens of Heaven are prone to be 
Earthly-minded, by their Society 
with the Children of this World. 
"Tis the wile and earneſt Advice 


of the Apoſtle, Be not conformed to 
this 
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this World, but be ye transform'd by 
the renewing of your Minds, that ye 
may prove what ts that good, and accepta- 
ble, and perfeftt Will of God. The 
Corruption of the World has deep- 
ly ſeiz'd upon us fince to purge it 
away; a Man muſt be melted a- 
new and transform'd into another 
Creature. So difficult it is for a 
Carnal Man to reſiſt the united 
Force and potent Sway of corrupt 
Nature and Cuſtom. 

(2.) By oppoling thoſe who ſin- 
cerely comply with the Heavenly 
Call, either by Scorn and Derifion, 
or Violence and Perſecution. Hu- 
man Nature is very ſenſible of 
diſparaging Reflections, and 'tis one 
of the ſpitetul Arts of Satan to make 
nſe of his Inſtruments co deride 
ſerious Religion out of the World. 
"Tis equally profane and perni- 
cious to turn into Raillery and wild 
Mirth the Impieties and Impuri- 
ties of the Wicked, and the Holineſs 

that 
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that ſhines in the Lives of excellent 
Saints : for the making a Mock of 
Sin, takes away the juſt Horrour 
and Deteſtation of it ; and the ſciir- 
rilous vilifying of Holineſs, takes 
away the Veneration and high Re- 
ſpe&t that is due to it, Carnal 
Men who live in Pleaſures, without 
reſtraint of their licentious Appe- 
tites, upbraided by the holy and 
heavenly Conſervation of 7 Ram 
Chriſtians, cannot with Patience : 
ſuffer others to practiſe what they 
neglect; and to countenance their 

own Looſenels, and from Revenge, 
ſcurrilouſly abuſe whom they will 

not imitate. Pure and wundefiled 
Religion is the Game that winged 

Wits fly at. He that avoids the 
appearance and approach of Sin, 

that ſtrives to be holy as God is holy 

im all manner of Converſation, is the 

Mark wherein their poiſon'd Ar- 

rows are faſten'd. The juſt upright Job 122 
Man is laughed to ſcorn, Nay, even w 
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dull Wretches will ſer up for Wits, 
F and attempt by their infipid Jefts, 
"- and thredbare Fooleries to abuſe 
l the Saints. But all the bitter Sar- 
| _ - caſins that are darted upon Religj- 
on, are infinitely more hurtful to 
| the Deſpiſers than the Deſpiſed. | 
It argues a _— Depravation | 
of Mind in thoſe who take a per- 
verſe delight in ſcorning Holineſs, 
the glorious Likeneſs of God in 
Maa : ſuch in the account of Scrip- 
ture arethe worſt Sinners, the moſt | 
forlorn Wretches, whoſe Condition 
is dreadful, if not dejperate. | 
This ſcornful expoſing Religion 
to make Men aſham'd of it, is moſt 
ſucceſsful upon the Diſpoſitions of 
young Perſons, and thoſe who are 
of higher Birth and Rank in the 
World. Youth is the bluſhing 
Age, and has a Tenderneſs of Face, 
| that cannot bear the Prints of Dif- 
| grace. It one in his early Age begins 
to breath the Life of Holineſs, if 
he 
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he abſtains from fleſhly Luſts that 
war againſt the Soul, he is repre- 
ſented as fondly nice, and ridicu- 
louſly ſcrupulous : no leſs than the 
ſpecial Grace of of God is neceſla- 
ry to fortity his holy Reſolutions, 
and make him ſuperior to the 
Scorns of the Wicked. 

The Honourable are fearful of 
Diſgrace, and more tender of their 
Repuration, than others, being in a 
greater Light, and expos'd to more 
Eyes and Obſervations. If one'of 
noble Quality renounces the Vani- 
ties and Enticements of the World, 
makes the Fear of the Lord his Treaſure ; 
it he zealouſly endeavours to be 
more diſtinguithd from others by 
his eminent Vertues, than by the 
Splendor of his Condition, he 1s 
{cornfully traduc'd as a melancholy 
Fop, as a low Spirit: as it Con- 
ſtancy in Devorion, and the Pra- 
&ice of Mortification were a de- 
ſcent from his Dignicy, and caſt a 
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lia. 6. 


Deut 25, 
17, 18, 
1 9, 


dark ſad Shade upon his Honour. 
Thus the vain perverted World 
vilifies that Holineſs in Men, which 
the bleſſed Angels adore in God. 
But alas, how-many that had ſe- 
rious Inclinations to be religious, 
and were entred into the way of 
Life, have been cool'd and check d 
in their firſt Fervors : they could 
not firmly ſuſtain Reproach, and 
endure Conflicts with the Paſſion 
of Shame, therefore return'd to the 
Courſe of the World, and with it 
have perifh'd to Etcrnity. We read 
of the 1/raelites after their coming 
out of Ezypt, they met in the way 
with 4malec, who feared not God, and 


ſmote the feeble, and faint, and weary 


of them : Theretore the Lord ſtrict- 
ly charged them to blot out the Me- 
mory of Amalec from under Heaven, 
In this Type, profane Scorners, that 
diſcourage Beginners in Religion, 
may lee their Doom. 


To 
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To conclude this firſt General, 
I ſhall' obſerve, the Parable repre- 
ſents to us, that thoſe who were 
firſt invited, not only made lizht 0 
it, but entreated ſpitefully the Ser. Mat. 22. 
vants, and flew them. Their neg- 
lect of the gracious Invitation, was 
like the Sleep of one opprelt with 
tne Fumes of Wine, that does not 
hear a Meſlage ſent to him : their 
crnel Rage againſt choſe who invited 
them, was like the awaking of a 
diſtracted Perſon, who hearing the 
Voice that calls him, and by an 
Error of Judgment miſtaking what 
is ſaid, in fury ſoatches his Sword, 
and deſtroys thoſe about him. 
Wicked Men are of Satan's Society : 
he was a Murderer from the begin- 
ning, and hates the Word of Life. 
As ſoon as our Saviour was born, 
and pointed out by a new Star in 
Heaven, there was a defign to 
deſtroy him. *Tis true, the ſ{ub- 
tile Temper does not at firſt in- 
Q-1 {pirc 
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2 Tim. 1. 


ſpire Men with Rage againſt the 
Goſpel : bur as in the Art of dy- 
ing, ſome Colours are preparatory 
for others, the Cloth is firſt dipt 
in Blew before it takes a Black; 
ſo by ſeveral degrees in finning he 
brings them to extream Wickedneſs. 
Thus the Negle@ of the Goſpel 
makes way for the Contempt of 
thoſe who bring it; and Contempt 
proceeds to Hatred, and Hatred 
ſometimes produces miſchievous 
and deadly Eftetts. Now the fear 
of Temporal Evils, eſpecially if ex- 
treain, to which Men are open and 
obnoxious for the Goſpel, will hin- 
der them from embracing it, or 
cauſe them to forſake it, if rhey are 
not ſupernaturajly enlightned and 


confirm'd, by the Spirit of Power and. 


Love, and of a fornd Mind. 
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LuKkE xiv. 23- 


The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel 
them to come in, that my Houſe 
may be full. 


Proceed to the ſecond Hinde- 

rance of Mens rejecting the 
Call of the Goſpel. The Fleſh, 
that in the Language of the Scrip- 
ture ſignifies the corrupt Nature, 
and inbred Inclinations of Men to 
forbidden things, obſtruct their 
coming to Chriſt. The corrupt 
Nature is called Heſh, not only as 
that is a term of vilifying, for the 
Original and Reſolution of Fleſh is 
into the Duſt, but partly with re- 
ſpect to its Propagation, and chiefly 
in that the uſual attractive and de- 
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filing Objets of Mens Thoughts 
and Deſires are carnal, and are en- 
joyed by the carnal Faculties, Our 
Minds and Aﬀections are coloured 
and qualified, diſtinguiſh'd and de- 
nominated from the Obje&ts abour 
which they are converſant, This 
Corruption is ſpread through all 
the Faculties of the Soul ; the Mind 
is carnal in its Principles and Ads, 
mm oppoſition to the Spirit of the Mind 
renewed by Grace: the Will and 
Aﬀections are depraved. Whatever 
is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh. The 
Apoſtle tully expreſſes this Corrup- 
tion : he faith, the natural Man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God ; that implies the ſtubborn 
Averſneſs in the Will and Aﬀecti- 
ons from ſpiritual things : for they 
are Fooliſhnefs to him : neither can 
b2 know them, becauſe they are ſþiri- 
tally diſcerned. The natural Mind 
is indiſposd and incapable of 
knowing ſupernatural things in 

_ their 
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their Reality and Goodneſs, ſo as 
to raviſh the Will into a Com- 
pliance, till 'ris purified and ſpiri- 
tualizd by the holy Spirit. The 
ſame Apoſtle tells us, that the gom. x. 
Larnal Mind is Enmity agamſt God, for 
it is not ſubjeft to the Law, neither can 
be, As the Luſts of the Fleſh are 
oppoſite to the Law of God, fo 
the Wiſdom of the Fleſh is to the 
Goſpel. 

This corrupt Nature makes the 
World ſuch a dangerous Snare to 
Men : for it blinds their Minds fo 
as not to ſee the Droſs of Earthly 
Things, and the Glory of Heaven- 
ly. St. Jobn expreſſes the tempting 
Objects of the World by the vici- 
ous Aﬀections that are drawn our 
and faſtn'd upon them. All that i; 

im the World is the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of 
Life ; for the Luſts of Men put a 
Gloſs upon them, and make 
them pernicious, "The Poiſon is 

not 
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not in the Flowers but in the Spy | 
der, that turns the Extra&tion from | 
them into its own Nouriſhment. 
Accordingly St. Peter ſpeaks of the 
2 Pet. x, Corruption in the World through Luſt. 
The vain Heart is more deceitful 
than the vain World : for not only 
Reaſon that inſtructs the Wiſe, bur 
Experience that inſtructs Fools, | 
affords ſufficient Conviction, 'thact | 

all things here below are Yanity 

and Vexation * there is none fo 
low, none ſo exalted in the World, 
but finds it ſo. By taſting a fprig 
of Wormwood, the Bitterneſs is 
rceived as truly as by drinking 
a ſtrong Infuſion of ir. The World 
with all its Varieties is a multiplied 
and perpetuated Vanity ; it affords | 
no ſolid Satisfaftion : the ſetting | 
down a thouſand Cyphers makes no | 
Sum. But the carnal Heart is ſlo _. 
enchanted with the falſe Luſtre and | 
ſeeming Pleaſures of the World, 
that by changing one Vanity for 
- another, 
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another, it {ecks and expects Satil- 
faction. This verihes the Obſer- 
vation of the wile Preacher, The 

Heart of the Sons of Men is full of Ecclel. g. 

Evil, and Madneſs is in their Hearts 3 
while they live, and after that they go 
down to the Dead. What a prodigy of 
Madneſs is it for Men to catch at a 
ſhadow of Happineſs, to ſeek for 
that which they areuncertain to find; 
and if they do find, they are cer- 
tain to loſe; and to negle& ſub- 
ſtantial Felicity, which it they f10- 
cerely (eek, they ſhall obtain, and if 
they obtain they thall enjoy forever! 
Bur that it may be more evident 
that the Fleſh with its AﬀeFtions and 
Liſts, does powerfully interpoſe to 
hinder Men from embracing the 
Goſpel, I will particularly conſider 
its Oppoſition ro the ſupernatural 
Doctrines revealed in the Goſpel, 
the Objects of Faith; to the holy 
Precepts of it, the Rule of Obe- 
dience ; to the ſpiritua] Rewards re- 
commend- 


Lt. w_—_—_— 


228 SERMON VI. 


2: Cor. 1. 


—————_— 


commended to our Choice. 

1. Thegreat Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs, is the Incarnate Son of God, 
who by an ignominious and ac- 
curſed Death purchaſed a glorious 
bleſſed Life for his People : this 
Doctrine is accounted Fooliſhneſs, 
and rejetted by the proud unre- 


rom.to,newed Mind. The Goſpel is ſtiled 
8. the Word of Faith: *tis conveyed to 


che Soul with Authoricy and Efh- 
cacy by Faith, As Faich in Chriſt 
was required of the Sick, and Blind, 


Mat. o. and Lame, that his healing Vertue 
26, 


might reſt on them ; ſo the belief 
of the Divinity of his Perſon and 
Dorine, is the farſt vical- Qualii- 
cation that makes us capable of 
ſpiritual healing. Infidelity ſtops 
the Fountain of Grace, 

The Apoſtle faith, the Tord 


preach'd did not profit them that heard 
it, not bens mixt with Faith, Now 
altho the Light of the Goſpel be 
fo clear and convincing that the 


fincere 
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fincere conſidering Mind cannot 
ſuſpend irs Aﬀſent to it, yet the car- 
nal Mind ftain'd with Prejudices 
and vicious Aﬀections, will not ad- 
mit it. An evil Heart ts the principal 
cauſe of Unbelief. 
| The Jews from Pride, Vain- 
Glory, and the Love of the World, 
rejected the Son of God, tho all 
the CharaRers of the Meſlias were 
conſpicuous in him: he did not 
come with viſible Glory and Ob- 
ſervation, according to their Ex- 
pectations and Deſires ; they ſaw no 
Form nor Comelineſs m him, and did 
not believe the Report concerning 
him ; they were ſcandaliz'd at his 
Parentage and mean Condition : 
he diſcovered their beloved Sins, 
and ſharply reproved the reigning 
Vices among them, which made 
his Perſon and his Preaching fo 
odious to them. 

Our Saviour tells us, that Lie/t 
was come into the World ; and Men love 


Dark- 
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Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 
their Deeds are evil, The Prejudice 
of their Paſſions was ſo ftrong, 
that they rejected the ſaving Truths 
of the Goſpel, and believed dam- 
nable Deluſtons. 

Now the {ame Roots of Offence 
are in the Hearts of Men againſt the 
Goſpel. Such a Cloud ariſes from 
the Steam of carnal Lufts darkning 
the Underſtanding, that it cannot 
diſcover Truths fo high as the my- 
terious Dodtrines of Chriſt. Love 
in the Heart is requiſite as well as 
Light in the Mind, to know ſpiri- 
cual things : Obedience to the Will 
of God is the beſt Preparative ro 
believe his Word. Our Saviour 
juſtly tax'd the Phariſees, they did not 
repent, that they might believe. Men 
are averſe from receiving thoſe 
DoErines that condemn their Luſts ; 
and are Infidels that they may be 
freely wicked, that the Shadow of 


Repentance may not diſturb them. 
"0W :|-4 
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'Tis ſaid of Atheiſtical Scorners, they 
are willingly ignorant : The corrupt 2 Pct. 3: 
Will rules imperiouſly, and turns the 
Thoughts from thole Arguments, 
which if duly conſidered, Reaſon 

| witha ftrong hand would conſtrain 

| them to acknowledg there is a 
righteous God who has Authority 

to command, and Power to pu- 

niſh thole who rebel againſt his 
Laws. 

"Tis true, they pretend to offer 

' ſomething for a more colourable 

|  Denialof {upernatural Revelation : 

but the perverſneſs of Infidelity 
appears through all their Prerences. 

| Some object againſt the Sublimity 

of che Doctrines of the Goſpel. Ir 

| was the {cornful Expreſſion of one, 

This is like the Peace of God that paſſes 

| all Underſtanding. As it the Realicy 

{| of things depended upon the Con- 
ception and Capacity of the Hu- 

' man Mind, and Divine 'Irutbs 


were impoſſible becauſe incompre- 
v) henhible. 
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henſible. Such fooliſh Pride ob- 
ftructs the Reception of Divine 
Truths; and from hence humble 
Chriſtians are deſpiſed as led by a 
blind Belief. Others are offended 
at the ſimplicity of the revealin 
them. The Dodtrines are ſo high 
they cannot reach unto, the man- 
ner of conveying them is ſo low 
they will not ſtoop to. But 'tis 
evident theſe arguings are not from 
the Reaſon but the Luſts of Men. 
For the rare Accord of the Matter 
and Manner of the Goſpel-Reve- 
lation is a ſenſible CharaRer of its 
Deſcent from God : The Doctrine 
is high and bright, of an extraor- 
dinary Revelation ; the Delivery of 
it is ealy and familiar, ſince 'tis for 
che Inſtruction and Salvation of 
Men ; and accordingly the Divine 
Wiſdom has made an exa&t Tem- 
perament of theſe things. Briefly, 
the corrupt Aﬀections pervert the 
Will to reje&t the Goſpel, and the 
peryerted 
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On Lake xiv. 23 
perverted Will influences the Un- 
derſtanding to diſapprove it. -Nay, 
carnal Lufts force Men againſttheit 
Light, (as the Fews did Pilate to, 
condemn the Perſon of Chrift) t6 
condemn his Doctrine. __ . 
| There are many iti this dege- 
nerate Age, who altho they dare 
not publickly own. the defil'd and 
abhorr'd Name of Infidels,. yer a- 
mong their Companions eniploy 
their Wir to diſpure and deride the 
moſt ſublime and facred Traths 
aut of the World. Theit Faces re 
full of Death, the Tokens of Re- 
probation are viſible upon theft, 
The - Mlue will . diſcover chent £6. 
he the wretched Examples of that 
fearful Rule, -Thoſe who are det 
ſtin'd to final Ruin ate infartated; | 

. Others are Believers ih Profefſiorr 
and their.own .Conceir, bar Inh- 
dels' ir Practice. Fheit Faith+ is 
Fur a vain” Opiniary, a looſes Aﬀert 
7 te Chriſtiaty Doctcine, ' becduſe, 
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'tis the Religion of the Country, but 
with our Radication and Eſtabliſh- 
ment. This is evident, confidering | 
that the Doctrines of the Goſpel 
| | are not meerly intellectual, the 
| Obje&ts of Theory and Specula- 
tion, but moral and practical, the 
| Objects of our choice and ſeeking : 
This is a faithful ſaymg, and worthy of 
all Acceptation, that Jefus Chriſt is come 
into the World to ſave Sinners. Ac- 
l cordingly the unfeigned belicf of 
| them 1s ſeated not only in the Mind, |} 
but in the Heart, and is correſpon- 
dent to the infallible Truth and 
tranſcendent Goodneſs of the thing 
revealed : .they make ſuch an Im- 
preſſion on the Soul, that the value 
of them. is above Lite, and whart- 
ever comes in Competition is with 
deſpiling Diſdain rejeted. Burt 
when Men ſeldom remember and |} 
little regard eternal Things, how 
ſpecious ſoever: the Profeſſion is, 
can there be a. reaſonable Belief 


of 
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of their Words againſt their Works 2 
Therefore in the Language of the 
Scripture, all that do not firſt ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righte- 
ouſneſs thereof, are Unbelievers; ir 
being morally impoſſible that Men 
ſhould ſincerely believe, and have 
a due Apprehenſion of it, but it 
muſt be the great Deſign of their 
Souls, and the main Buſineſs of 
their Lives to obtain it. 

2. Security is the conſtant Effect 
of Infidelity, and hardens Men in 
their Sins, and the neglect of Sal- 
vation ſo dearly purchasd, and 
graciouſly offered to them in the 
Goſpel. Dire&t Infidels ſer their 
Mouth againſt Heaven, and defy the 
Furnace of Hell. They are blind- 
ly bold, and fearleſs of that Judg- 
ment that makes the Devils tremble. 
Others, tho not open and palpa- 
ble Infidels, are in a dead Calm, 
not ſenſible of their Sins, and have 
flight Apprehenſions of their great 

R 2 Danger : 
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Danger : Infidelity lies at the bot- 
tom of their Security. As: the 
Egyptians m the thick Darkneſs that 
covered the Land, moved not from 
their Places; fo many in igno- 
rant Darkneſs, ſtr down and are 
at reſt; careleſs of the: Saviour 
that” can deliver from the Wrath to 
come, Only thoſe who haveſtrong 
Apprehenfions of BEvils imminent 
and deſtructive, will fly tro Chrift 
| as* a Sanctuary 'and Shelter, and 
ſubmit! to his- Terms- of- ſaying. | 
them: : | 


ww wy 


| Secondly ; The Corrupt” Nature 
[| will not ſubmir to the Sanctity-and 
| Pinity of the Goſpel. The' fore- 
ciced* Scripturt' tells us, - the Carnal 
| Mme 15 Ennity agam ſe God :- and-rchat 
| Enmuy: is arma'd-with many ſtrong 
| Luſt:oppoling his Law. The prin» | 
cipal Cauſs of rejecting. tive Goſpel 
Take 19.15: cotnmon- to- all; We wilt not have 
* this: Man to reign over 115; *T is ob- 
| (<rvabls; 
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ſervable, that as Holineſs is that 
Attribure wherein God doth moſt 
excel, and Men are moſt defe&ive; 
ſo the corrupt Will is moſt op- 
poſite to ir. The Juſtice and 
road of God in fome cales Men 
- approve and apply themſelves 
if injurioufly accuſed or op- 
SY they deſire his Juſtice to 
vindicate their Innocence, and re- 
venge their Wrongs: if ia Diſtreſs 
and Exigencies, they pray that his 
powerful Providence may regard 
and relieve them : but they are ex- 
treamly averſe from his Holinels 
ſhining in his Laws, which excites 
his Juſtice and Power to puniſh 
thoſe who rebel againſt ir. They 
are ready to fay ro Chriſt, what 
the rebellious Iſraelites {1d tq Reho- 
boham, Thy Father made ouy Yoke grie- 
vous : nm therefore make thou the 
grievous Service of thy Father, and his 
heavy Yoke which he put upon us, lighter, 
aud we will ſerve thee, They will 
| KY eaſure 


I Kings 
12, 4; 
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Mat. 5, 


meaſure out the {cantling of their 
Obedience, how far he ſhall rule, 
and farther they will not yield. 
But our Saviour declares, 1 am not 
come to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it. 
"Tis true, the Goſpel is a Covenant 
of Grace, a ſoveraign Compoſition 
of precious Promiles of recovering 
Grace, and pardoning Mercy ; but 
tis allo a Law, and enjoims Repentance 
towards God, and Faith m the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, As without Compenſation 
to the Juſtice, ſo without Confor- 
mity to the Holineſs of God, we 
can never be reſtored to his Favour, 
and enjoy him as our Felicity. 
Our Saviour preſcribes this in- 
diſpenſable Rule co his Diſciples, 
If any Man will come after me, let 
kim deny hunſelf, and take up bis Croſs 


and follow me. This is a compre- 


hentive Fundamental Duty, and 
the natural Man has a ſtrong Re- 
lugtancy to every part of it. 


I, Selt- 
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1. Selt-denendance upon our 
own Vertues and Duties for the 
obtaining the Favour of God, and 
the Eternal Reward, is very natu- 
ral to Men : it was the Condition. 
of the firſt Covenant, to which they 
cleave. Men of a fair Converſa- 
tion, and unblemiſh'd in the Eyes 
of the World, have ſome Sparks of 
the Phariſee in them, who juſtified 
himſelf, that he was no Extortioner, nor 
Unjuſt, nor an Adulterer, nor as the 
profane Publican ; and that he faſted 
and paid Tithes. Upon luch Reaſons 
many preſume of ' the Goodneſs and 
Safety of their Spiritual State : they 
take Pride and Content in them- 
ſelves, in their Moral Goodnels, 
and do not feel the want of a 
Saviour, nor apply themielves with 
humble mouraftul Afﬀecions to 
him for Reconciliation to God. 
Others think by the Worthinels of 
their Works to compenſate for the 
Unworthinels of their Sins, to com- 
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mnre one Dury ; for another, and 

ballance their '/Accounts with Hea- 

ven, not confidering that if their 

Works were perfectly good, they 

are bur the Performance of their 

Dury,'if they had never  finn'd. Ir 

was one grear Obſtruction that 

hinder'd the Jews from receiving 

Rom. 10. the' Gojpel : They bemg ignorant of 

-3- God's Righteouſneſs, and going about to 

eſtabliſh their *own Righteouſneſs, did 

not ſubmit them ſelves to the Righ teouf: 

neſs of God: Sr of a high Spirit | 

will rather wear a mean Garment | 

of his own, than a rich Livery, 

the Mark of Servile Dependance: 

Pride reſiſts Grace; and Grace reſilts | 

Pride. ' The'Law of Faith requires | 

ys t9 renounce nor 'only our Un- 

| righceouſne(s, "but our Righteouſ- 

| peſs, even the moſt excellent Graces 

| and the Fruirs of them, in compa- 
zifon of Chrift, 'and as 4 Founda- 
els ' of 6braining 'the Pardon of 
hn; ng Saivation for ever.” 'Our 

| +7 © ' Rights: 
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| Righteouſneſs is defective and de- 
filed, and cannot endure the'* trial 
of ' God's inlightning Tribunal. 
All our Doings and Sufferings 
cannot' expiate the leaſt Sin; we 
muſt only rely upon the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs, to reconcile us 
to God, and that we may ſtand 
in Judgment. He was made Sin 2 Cx. 5; 
for us, who knew no Sin, that we mioht 21: 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God: in 
him, not in our ſelves. * | 
| " How hardit istoawaken Men out 
| ofthePhariſaical Dreamof theirown 
Righteouſneſs, is evident both in 
| the Dodtrine and Prattice of thoſe 
| ofthe Roman Communion. They 
| afſert the formal Cauſe of our 
| Juſtification in the fight of God 
| 1s our inherent Holineſs: they 
f blaſpheme the imputed  Righte- 
þ ouſneſs of Chriſt as a fantaſtick 
Apprehenfion : they declare that 
good Works have the merir of 
Ton © © and Condignity to eter- 


Luke 16, 
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\ nal Life: and that by Penance, 


Satisfaction is paid to God for their 
Sins, as if there were a Proportion 
between the one and the other. 
They ſucceed the Pharilces in their 
proud and itubborn Reſiſtance of 
the Goſpel, And among other 
carnal Motives that faſten Men in 
that corrupt Religion, theſe have a 
ſpecial force, as quieting Conſcience, 
and gratifying their Luſts, that they 
can make Compenſation for their 


Offences againſt God, and that the 


Abſolution of a Prieſt ſeals their 
Pardon : thus being clear, they may 
begin a new Score, and return to 
their old Lufts with new Aﬀecti- 
ONS. 

2. As Selt implies the Fleſh with 
its Aﬀections and Luits, fo Seif- 
denial and Sin-denial are of the 
{ame extent. The whole Body of 
Corruption with all the parts of it, 
even the deareſt, the moſt tender 


and molt cheriſh'd by carnal Men, 
mult 


moe 
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ſtraints are laid upon the deſiring 
and the angry Appetites, the Springs 
' of all the Sins and Mileries in the 
| World. We are ſtrictly com- 
manded to pluck out the right Eye, Mat. 5- 
and to cut off the right Hand, upon 
the moſt fearful Penalties, the Mak 9. 
ſuffering Torments inſupportable 
and everlaſting. The Goſpel has 
che Perfe&tions of a Rule, tis clear 
and compleat in the Dire&ion of 
our Duty. It teacbes us to deny all Tit. 2: 
Ungadlieſs, and Worldly Luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in 
this World. Now carnal Men are 
apt to ſay with the Capernaites, 
This is an hard ſaying. Every one John 6. 
has a peculiar Favourite Luft, the + 
Sin of his Complexion, or of the 
Country wherein he lives, which if 
4 | you pluck out of their Boſoms, 
they will fly in your Face. Men 
willingly enough hear Reproofs a- 
gainft Sins to which they are dil- 


inclin'd ; 


| muſt be mortifhied. Severe Re- 
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inclin'd; but if dire&ed againſt 
their own Sins, whether of Plea- 
fure or Profit, they will ſcorn the 
Reproof, and ſtorm at the Repro- 
ver. They will perform ſome 
Duties that are conſiſtent with their 
Carnal Eaſe and Intereſt, but ob- 
ſtinately ſtick at others. Herod i is 
2 notorious Inſtance of this : *ris 
related he heard John Baptiſt gladly, 
and obſerved him ; and when he | heard 
him, he did many things : but his in- 
ceſtuous Aﬀection made him pre- 
fer a filchy Harlot before the pure 

Law of God. 
' One indulged Luft captjvates the 
Soul, and keeps it under the Power 
of Saran. If one Les of a Bird 
be catch'd in the Net, *tis as ſurely 
held as if its whole Body were en- 
rangled. One Luſt ſeparates from 
Chrilt, and is a Bar againſt our 
entrance into Heaven, for Chriſt 
5 the only way to it. The Word 
of God' is ſharper than a two- 
edg d 
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edg'd Sword ; but carnal Men will 
interpoſe their Souls beryeen their 
tender Luſts and the Word, and 
receive its deadly Strokes to ſpare 
them. The Lord Chriſt tells the 


Jews, Je will not come to me that ye John 5; 


may have Life They would readily 
embrace a Saviour that would al- 
low the Pleaſures of Sin, and free 
them from- the Puniſhment; bur 
their Wills were ſo ſtrongly en- 
gaged, they would ſuffer no Di- 
vorce from their beloved Lufts : 


they choſe Hell with Sin, rather 


than Heaven wich Holineſs. 


3: The denial of Self includes 


41 that-in the order of Nature be- 
longs: to us : Life, and all the Sup- 


ports; the Comforts, the Ornaments 
and Endearments of it ;' the ſweet 
eſt Relations, Father and Mother; 


Brother and Siſter, Wife and Chil- 
dren;-the" richeſt Poſſeflions, Holes 


ahd* Eand;- muſt be' always parted 
with;- in the Preparations” of | our” 


Heart, F 
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Heart, attd Reſolutiotis of our Wills, 
and a&ually, rather than deſert 
our Duty. Such a Supremacy of 
Aﬀetion is requited by our Savi- 
our, that ſuſpetrds the Operation 
of ont Love upon all inferior things, 
when they are iti Competition with 
his Intereſt arid Glory, This Com- 
mand binds all without exetriprion : 
therefore he dite&ts his Follotyers 
to be arm'd with ExpeRation of 
hard' Entertainthient in the World, 
Now this Precept fſeenis ſo ſevere 
to carnal Ment, that. no Motives 
can reconcile their Aﬀections to it. 

If they are ſpoiled of the Advan- 

tags, and deprived of the Pleaſures 

of this World, they are ready tocom- 

plain as Micah to them who robb'd 

him of his Image and Teraphim, 

You take away my Gods, As if the'Son 

of God were fach a poor or illibe- 

ral Rewatder, either defe&ive in 
Power or Love, that they ſhould 
be Loſers for his ſake. 

Thirdly ; 


On Lukes xiv. 23. 247 


Thirdly; The promiſed Rewards 
of the Goſpel have no affective 
Force upon the Carnal Mind, and 
Aﬀections. Tis true, the Goſpel 
| has opend Heaven, and brought 
Life and Immortality to lizht ; a State 
of entire endleſs Joy inthe Preſence 
| of God. Is it poſſible that Men 
{hould be indifferent and careleſs of 
their final Happineſs ? "Tis almoſt 
equally difficult ro induce Men to 
| believe and chuſe the Favour and 
| Fruition of God as their only Feli- 
city, as to convince them they do 
| not believe and chooſe it. But their 
| Actions declare their Choice, and 
their Choice declares their Eſtee : 

for if his Fayour were efteem'd an 
unvaluable Treaſure, it would be 
the chief Object of their Deſires ; 
they would not forfeit it for all the 
World: 'tis therefore evident that the 
chuſing the Pleaſures of Sin, and the 
Profits of the World, is the direct de- 
{piling the Favour of God. And the 


accounc 
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account ny it is clear: for tho Hea- 
ven be a State of eternal} and ih- 
expreſible. Bleſſedneſs, yer 'tis fu- 
ture and ſpiritual : it makes but a 
weak Impreſſion upon their,Minds;, 
and is unſutable to their Aﬀections, 
Can carnal Men have but an imagji- 
nary Repreſentation of the World to 
come, and theie Afſſenet .to it j5 over- 
ſhadowed and eclips'd by the pre- 
ſent World with its Advantages and 
Pleaſures ;- they cannot reliſh a 
Happineſs purely ſpiritual. . *Tis 
gor the Goodneſs of the Object, 
but the Inclination of the Heart 
that makes it defirable. The wiſe 
Philoſopher obſerves;. © That ſuch 
« 2s the radicated Diſpoſition .and 
« Habic of a Man is, fuch will the 
{« End appear of him, Thercfors 
a ſupernatural ſpiritual Good can- 
not appear to a ſenſual, Man (o 
artraQive, as to be choſen as! his 
Felicity.” Only , the: pure in Heart 
car ſee God, and lovehim;and eg joy 


in 
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him in his amiable Excellencies : the 
Unrenewed have no certain nor 
ſatisfying Notions of the Happineſs 
that his Preſence diffuſes among the 
Bleſſed above. This will be diſ- 
courled of more particularly under 
another Head. 


Fourthly ; Satan has a great A- 
gency in Mens Oppoſition to the 
Goſpel, and their neglect of Salya- 
tion. His Title, the Tempter, im- 
plies his conſtant Practice. "Tis 
rrue, he cannot hurt us againſt our 
Wills; the Enemy without coald 
not ſurprize us, if the Traitor vith- 
in, the corrupt Nature, aid not give 
him Admittance ; he cannot imme- 
diately work upon the Will, nor 
diſcern the Mind : without our 
Conſent he cannot obtain a Con- 
queſt over us ; therefore his pre- 
vailing Temptations do not dil- 
culpate Sinners that yield to thein : 
he rules only in the Children of 

S Diſobe- 
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Dilobedience, they are his volun- 
tary Slaves ; but he has a ſtrange 
Power in the Minds and Hearts of 
Men by his managing tempting 
Objects. The World makes an 
Impreſſion upon our lower Faculties, 
and he improves the Impreſſion, and | 
excites corrupt Deſires. As the 
Operations of the holy Spiric in 
Believers are ſecret but ftronger 
than the Influence of the Stars : 
ſo the Workings of Satan are in 
the Wicked ſecret but powerful. 
I will firſt conſider the Motives 
that urge him to be fo active 
and ardent in hindering the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel for the Salya- 
tion of our Souls. 2. His Me- 
thods and Wiles for that end. The 
Morives are, 

1. His eternal Enmity to God : 
for being under a Doom neyer to 
be reverſt, his Malice is always 
raging and working to diſhonout 
and diſpleaſe the Righteous Judg. 

He 
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He fn'd from the begmmnn, "tis his 
unwearied and unintetrupred Work. 
Men in complying wich his Temp- 
tarions, are ſway'd and carried by 
the Bials of their Luſts; ſome are 
brib'd by Profir, others allured by 
Pleaſure : bur his great End is, thar 
the Law of God may be violated; 
his Majeſty deſpiſed, and his Glory 
obſcur'd. As in a rebellious In- 
{urce&ion, the Muſtitude are en- 
gaged, ſorne for Spoil, others fot 
private ReſpeAs, bur the Deſign of 
che Leader is to dethrone the King, 
and ulutp his Scepter. Satan's 
Oppoſition againſt God is more 
fierce and ſtedfaft than of the moſt 
reſolved Rebels that trample upon 
the Divine Law every day : they 
do more accomplith his Will chart 
their own, which will be the oc- 
eafion and matter of his inſulting 
Scornz and furiouſly upbraiding 
theth hereafter. Briefly, he loves 
Sin for Sin's ſake, as 'tis an Aﬀronc 
EE. S 4 and 
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and Provocation of the Divine 
Majeſty, and is more pleaſed in 
the Sins of Men than in their ever- 
laſting Damnation, becauſe the 
holy and righteous Lawgiver is 
diſhonoured by their Sins, and glo- 
rified in their Puniſhment, 

2. His old Enmity and Hatred 
againſt the Souls of Men. 'Tis 
another Hell to him, to ſee them 
reſtor'd to the Favour of God, and 
his glorious Image re-ingraven on 
them. He is a jealous Jailor, and 
if poſſible will not loſe any of his 
Captives. Being condemn'd to 
everlaſting Burnings, he will make 
them feel his Fire. 

The Scripture repreſents him as 
a ſtrong and fubtile Adverſary : 
a roaring Lion that goes about ſeeking 
whom he may devour, and the old Ser- 
pent. His Enmity is univerſal, his 
Diligence is equal to his Malice, 
and iis Malice whets his Invention 


to lay {uch Trains as may be de- 
ſtructive 
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ſtructive to them. His Strength 
does chiefly lie in his Subtilty. If 
Men could ſee him in his Native 
Shape of Darknels, an infernal 
Fiend, the moſt curſed Creature, 
or what he 1s relatively to them, 
a Liar and a Murderer from the beon- 
ning, how would they flee with 
Horror from his Temptations? 
Bur he does not awake Sinners, and 
then wound them ; he is not ſeen 
till felt, nor- dilcover'd till he has 
faſten'd his Stings in their Souls. 
He ſpreads his Snares in the Dark; 
and when their Spiritual Senles are 
lock'd in a Midnight Sleep, he de- 
ſtroys them. 


Secondly ; His Methods and Wiles 
for this end are various. 

1. Heblinds the Minds of Men, 
and hardens them in Undelict, This 
was his ficſt and ſucceſstul Tempra- 


tion, and is the Pattern thar he 


ſti1l follows. He told the Woman 
Y } ſhe 
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ſhe Prould not die ; and the Reſtraing 
of Fear being taken away, the 
Pleaſure of Taſte and Curiofiy 
ſoon prevaild with her to eat the 
forbidden Fruit. The Apoſtle gives 
this account of Mens rejecting the 
'Fruths of the Goſpel : If our Goſpel 
be hid, it ts hid to o that axe loſt : T 
ta - hs the God ! this World hath 


blinded the Minds of them who believe 
not, left the Ligkt of the glorioys Goſpel 
of Cl if, who is the Jmage of God, 
ſhould ſhine unto them. His PLincl- 
pal Def) 2N 1s £0 encre3ſe the naty- 
= Infidel; lity in the Minds of Men, 
who axe ſo govern 'd by Senle, that 
in Matters of Faith they require the 
Evidence of Senfle : for he knows 
che powerful Ethcacy of the Di- 
vine Doctrine where 'tis believed. 
Faith enters into the Conſcience, 
opens the Heart, commands and 
captivates the Will and Aﬀections, 
and brings the moſt ſtubborn Sin- 
ners from the Kingdom of Satan 
into 
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inco the Kingdom af Chriſt. He 
i in them, polteſles all their Faculties, 
and by that adyantage warks ef- 
fectually, He has the Monarchy 
of their Minds, and diverts their 
Thoughts from pondering the Ar- 
guments that would turn their 
Judgments, and induce the Belijef 
of the Goſpel: he excites thoſe 
carnal Aﬀections that blind the 
Mind : he inchants Men with en- 
ticing ſenſual Obje&s, that they 
neither can nor will believe what 
is contrary to their Luſts, Reaſon, 
Conſcience, Faith, whereby Men 
are primarily and chiefly diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Brutes, are facri- 
ficed to the Prince of Darkneſs. 
'Then they are ſecurely his own : 
for the moſt precious Promiſes 
have no attra@ive Influence upon 
thoſe in whom there is reigning In- 
fidelity : the ſharpeſt Threatnings 
cannox pierce through the Armour 
of Obſtinacy. 


S 4 2. The 
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2. The moſt that refuſe the 
Offer of Grace in the Goſpel, are 
not abſolute Infidels ; therefore the 
Tempter tries other ways to ruine 
them. He obſerves the Diſpoſtti- 
ons and Circumſtances of Men, 
and preſents ſuch Temprations 
whereby they are moſt likely to be 
taken and held in his Snares. Al- 
tho Human Nature be wholly 
depraved, yet all Men are not 
caft into the ſame Mould : they 
are diſtinguiſh'd by their various 
Aſpedts, Conſtitutions, Deſires, 
_ Conditions of Life, and are 


not wrought on by the ſame 


Motives. The Tempter by his 
natural Sagacity 'and , five Wa: 
(he 1s filed the ofd Serpent) has 
exact Knowledg in the Art of 
diſcerning Men,” Sometimes ſud- 
den Paſtons are painted in the 
Countenance, and he takes parti- 
cular Advantage to ftrike in with 
them. Bur his wy Method 

is 
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is to preſent the fitteſt Baits to 
the natural Inclinations, and ha- 
bitual Diſpoſitions of Men: he 
knows the Faction within will 
readily open to his Call. The 
Sanguine are ſoft and diſfolute, 
and are eaſily drawn to exorbitant 
Pleaſures: The Melancholy are 
inclin'd to Diſcontent, Sorrow, Im- 
patience, Deſpair : Thoſe who have 
active oftleſt Spirits, are taken 
with the Advantages of the World. 
The muddy Mind is eaſily ftirr'd 
by the Offer of Gain.: the vo- 
luptuous Mind is ſtrongly allur'd 
by ſenſual Delights: the aſpiring 
Mind is incens'd by the proſpect of 
Honour. Now tho the Tempter 
be a Spirit, and not capable of thoſe 
Sins which are a&ted by the ſenſible 
Faculties, yet not only ſpiritual 
Sins, Pride, Envy, Malignity, and 
the like, but Fleſhly Luſts, even 
the foulleſt Actions are from his 
Incitations. He was not only a 

proud 
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proud Spirit, but an unglean Spiric 
2 Chron. 1n David. He was 2 covetous Spi- 
rit in Judss: an hypocritical Spirit 
' In Anawas: Satan put it wta bb 
Heart tq detam part of the Price, and 
lie to the Foly Ghafl. He preſents 
the Temptatian, and ſuggeſts Mo- 
tives toembrace it, He brings the 
Fewel, enticing Objects, and in- 
ſpires the Flame, ardene Deſires to 
them. If burning Lufts begin 
to cool, and raging Corruptions 
are controul'd by the threatning 
of the Word, and the TFerrors of 
Conſcience, he will blow them up 
again. Now any reigning Luſt is 
a Viceroy of Satan's, and keeps 
Poſleflion for him, and conſequent- 
ly exchudes the Son of Gad from 

Admiſſion into the Heart. 
3+ He perſwades Men that Re- 
kgion in its Power and Strictneſs is 
not neceſſary : the abſtaining from 
enormaus Crimes, and the perfox- 


mance of ſome ourwaxd Service 
_ will 
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will be available fas Salvation. 
Hell is the Poxtian of the Deyil 
and his Children, and none are 
of his Race hut incarnate Nevily, 
unclean Spirits in brutiſh Bodies, 
He makes uſe of: carnal Men, under 
the pretence of Friendſhip to per= 
{wade thole who make 8 Shew of 
Conſcience, to be leſs tender and 
vigilant, by telling them, thig 
Sriſneſs is ſuperfluous, *rwill ou 
yau, make you unlociable and 0+ 
diqus: the Wile and Learned that 
think to go to Heaven with the 
firſt, rake a greater liberty : they 
will ſay Maderation is 2 Vertue, 
and by the pretence of Temper 
cherifh the loachſom Diſtemper of 
Lukewarmanels, that is as fatal as 
a deadly Coldneſs. The Tempter 
will permit Men to make uſe of 
Religion as a Medigcine, a little in 
faincing Firs, to relieve and recover 
them, bur not as qur daily Faod : 


not to be thei diligent and con- 
ſtanc 
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ſtant Practice. The crafty Serpent 
will abuſe the Words of the holy 
Spirit, Be not righteous overmuch, 
As Judas (aid of the precious Oint- 
ment poured upon our Saviour, 
Why was this waſte * ſo carnal Men 
are apt to ſay, Why theſe ſevere 
Reſtraints from ſatisfying the natu- 
ral Appetites? Why ſuch Circum- 
| ſpeftion in our walking? Why 
keep the Lord's-day ſo religiouſly ? 
Is it not enough to hear the Ser- 
mons ? May we not afterwards un- 
bend, and enjoy free Society, and 
recreate our ſel ves with carnal Con- 
tentments? They do not believe 
that God is ſo ſtrict in his Com- 
mands, nor will be ſo exa@ in 
requiring an account for them : 
fond Creatures to entertain ſuch 
carnal Conceits of God, to think 
him like | themſelves. They are 
apt to ſay, the Miniſters will fetter 
them all by imaginative Rules of 
Holineſs unpreſcribed in the Scrip- 
S tures. 
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tures, For Men would fain have 
the Light, and the Law that regu- 
lates them, ro be ſutable to their 
Appetites and Aftions. But are we 
not commanded to imitate and 
honour our Pattern, to be holy as 
our Fleavenly Father is holy, m all man- 
ner of Converſation? Are we not en- 
joined to work out our own Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling ; to cleanſe our 
ſelves from all Pollutions of Fleſh and 
Spirit, and to perfett . Holmeſs m the 
Fear of God : to follow Holineſs with 
the moſt zealous and unſatisfied Deſires, 
that, if it were poſſible, we might 
anticipate Heaven on Earth ? Can 
there be any Excule for neglecting 
theſe holy Duties ? 

There are none more dangerouſly 
deceived than thoſe that think they 
are holy enough, and make no 
queſtion of the Favour of God and 
their final Happineſs. They con- 
demn profane outragious Sinners z 
thoſe who viſibly come ſhort of 

| | chem, 
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thei, they think will fall ſhort of 
Salyarion ; bur to txtel thern, they 
think is # needfels Preciſeneſs, a 
' Pride bf Singularity, a Mark of 
Hyporrily: "Tis ohne of Saran's 
Arts tb Tonteal the Gbod that is il | 
the Saints, that they may condemn 
themſelves, 4fid to conceal the Evil 
that is it the Ulnregenerare, that they 
may flatter theriſelves. How ma- 
ny fall as detp as Hell from ſuch 
high Hopes ? for he that does not 
ſeriouſly defire and enideayout ro be | 
renewed into the unſported Image 
of God; was tiever truly retiewed. 
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| The Lord ſaid to the Servant; Compel 
them to come in, that my Houſe 
may be full. 


2dly. FF Conſcience be not ſeared 
| and ſenſeleſs, but awakens 
Sitmers to refle& upon their Condi- 
tion, and to ſeek for the pardoning 
Mercy of God, he deceives them 
| with falſe Notions of Faith and Re- 
pentance, and hinders their entire 
Comipliance with the Termsof Mer- 
cy offered inthe Goſpel. Final Un- 
belief and Impenitence utterly ex- 
| clude Men from Salvation : for the 

Death of Chriſt was not appointed ro 
| Hbea Sacrifice for thoſe Sins. There 
is no Salyation to be obrain'd with- 
| Out 
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our the Remiſſion of Sin, no Re- 
miſſion without the Blood of Chriſt, 
no Application of that precious 
Blood without Faith. This is the 
vital Qualification required in all 
juſtified Perſons : for . it has a pe- 
culiar Efficiency in receiving Chriſt 
and Pardon, and aſcribes the Glory 
of it intirely ro the Mercy of God 
and Merits of Chriſt, *Tis ſaid, 
John 1. To as many as received him, he gave 
12. Power to become the Sons of God, to 
thoſe who believed on his Name. - Re- 
ceiving is relative to God's Offer 
of Chriſt to the Condemned and 
Miſerable, and implies the taking 
him in all the Eflentials of his 
Office; as a Prophet, to inſtruct us 
in our Duty and Happineſs by his 
Word and Spirit; as a Prieſt, to 
atone the Divine Diſpleaſure by his 
Propitiation and - Intercefſion ; as a 
King, to govern us by his Law, 
and to beſtow ſpiritual and eternal 
Bleſſings on us. Faith receives. . 
whole 
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Whole ©hrift as a Kingly Prieſt, 
and a Bving Prince ; he is ited 4 
PrigfÞ Upon a Throne, 4 Prijce and 4 
Sevirnr, to give Repehitance and Re- 
#ii/ſhon of Sins. He purthasd the 
Forpivertels of Sirls as 4 Prieft by his 
 Stifferligs on the Ctofs, aritf par- 

dons 4s a King upon the Throne : 
from: hence it neceſſarily follows, 
that Faith receives Patdoti from 
hit in'that Relation whierein he 

rocor'd it, and confers. it, "The 
Apoſtle declares, He died for our Sins, 
thid 'Yoſe . agam for our Juſtification, 
ard thereby redeem'd us, and ac- 
quir'd' a Dominion over us: then 
is clext and conſequent, that ſaving 
Faith receives hin fot all thoſe Uſes 
for which God did 4ppoigt him ; 
and accordingly | parifies the Heart, 
8Vercomes the World, works by . Love + | 
and Love is the Spring' and Sib- 
 flance of 'evety Diiry, the filfillmg 

f the Law, Now Carnal Men are - 

Ry df ih this IMibination; thac 
__— T the 
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the ſingle A& of reſting npon 
Chriſt is ſufficient to entitle them 
to the Promiſe of Salvation to all 
that believe in him : they.defire-an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, to quiet their 
Conſciences; and the World, to ſa- 
tity their Aﬀections. They will 
reſt on him as a Redeemer, but 
reject him as a Lord: they aid 
enjoy his Salvation, but will not 
endure his Dominion : they will 
come to partake of the Feſtival- 
Entertainment, the Pardon of their 
Sins, but not "8 the Honour . of 
the Bridegroom. As if the Goſp el 
were a tree Charter to Sin, = 
oave ,an - impure - Indulgence to 
the-yicious Aﬀecions; which is as 
inconliſtent with ir, as the Dark- 
neſs of the Night with Noon- 
day in the ſame Hemiſphere : . for 
then it would foil ir ſelf, and 
fruſtrate its own. F nd. Our Savi- 
Our firlt, redeems from Sin, from. the 


b : Vain Converſation, then from. Hell. 


There 


"Wa 
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There can be no regular ſaving 
Truſt on his -Death, without an 
unfeigned Reſolution to live with- 
in the Compaſs of his Laws. H: 
is the Author of Eternal Salvation to 
all that obey bim. "Tis a blaſphemous 
Conceit, that he will (ave Men 
with their Sins. If they will die 
in ſuch a plealing Dream, who can 
prevent it ? 

2. Menare miſerably deceived 
about Repentance. This 1s indi- 
ſpenſably required not only by the 
Command, but as a Diſpoſition 
that qualifies the Sinner for par- 
doning Mercy. For altho the Ma- 
jeſty and Supremacy of God be 
illuſtriouſly viſible in pardoning 
Sinners, | and 'tis molt evident that 
his Authority is above the Rigor 
of the Law, and his Mercy is 
infnitely free; yet they are al- 
ways .exercisd correſpondently to 
his eſſential and unchangeable Per- 
fections, | his ruling Wiſdom, his 

* WY unſpot- 
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unſpotted Hdlinefs;' aid govething 
Juſtice : From hence it follows that 
a Sinifier remaining in the Love, arid 
under the Power of his.Sitts,” 1s not 
4 capable Obje&t of pardoning 
Mercy. Who en conceive that a 
wile Prince ſhould fend forth a 
Proclamation of Pardon to Rebels, 
without their Conſent toreturn ts 


their Allegiance ? Jobn the Baprift, 


the Forerunner of the Riſing Sun 
of Righteoufneſs, the Mornmg-Star 
of the Goſpel, preach'd the. Baptiſm 
of Repentance for the Remi}roit of Sins. 
Even our Szviour begins his preacht- 
ing the Goſpel with this, Repent ye, 
and believe the Goſpel. St. Peter di 


refed thole who: were anxtons and? 


inquiring about their Salvation, 


Repent, and be baptized in- the Nuhme of 


be converted, that” your Sins "may be 
blotted: ont, when the Times' of #efytſh+ 


nz 
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Inv hull cons fra the Preſente of the 
Lard; "And he fives Teftimon kt 
the Reſiirretion | of Chriſt, 
bathoGodi exalted 66 Ge þ Prince Gat a 
Saviour, "to j#1be Repentatice td Ifrael, 
and Frberhyeneſs of” Sins. According 
Fo thts ttnalrerable - *Fenor of rhe 


Goſpel; Repenrance 5s the Condi- 


tivfi that qualifies the Subject, with- 
out I ho-Man is p anos 
Sombi xe ftrangely ſcrupulojis '6 
uſing” 'this _ Condit, tho * els 
amchorired by dh Full Curtent ' of 
the Reformed Dfvines, and I know 
none ' wore convenient to expreſs 
rhe neceſſity of it tr a paxdon'd 
Perſon; ' Our Saviour Eifs his 
Diſciples, Te are my Friends, if ye ds 
whasſpever 7 command you : Axe not 
the(& words 2 Conditional Aſer- 
gon; upon what Terms they poſlels 
that ineftimmable Privilege 4; being 
his Friends : 2- Fhirs when God in- 
vites\ Men to cotne. our from the 
Pollati6ns "of the” Wortd, ard to 
A711 ® 1 couch 
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touch. no unclean thing, and. I will re- 
ceive you, and I will be your Father, and you 
ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty: Are not theſe Condi- 
tional Promiles ? And upon thePer- 
formance of the Terms, the Bleſhng 
will be beſtowed, and not atherwile. | 
'Tis obje&ed, that the aſſerting 
Repentance to be the Condition of | 
| Pardon, leſſens the Grace: of the | 
| Golpel : but'this'is a great Mifake, 
| for Repentance is an E, vangel1- 
cal Duty and Grace, - The Law re- | 
quires Innocence and: perfe&t Obe- 
| dience, or condemns without Mer- 
| cy.: the Goſpel commands and ac- 
cepts Repentance. This Grage was 
purchas'd by.-our Saviour, !agd is 
wrought in us: by the holy Spirit; 
ang join'd with, Faith, are-he fir; 
Frujts. of the returning Sinner..to 
God, When 'tis exercis'd\.in the | 
moſt eminent”, degrees, - je, has/not 
the leaſt Merit nor Caulalicyan the 
obtainjng Pardon, - If a xepenting; 
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Sinner could fill the Air with his 
Sighs, and Heaven with.his Tears ; 

| it all his vital Springs were open'd, 

and Streams of Blood flow?d- our, 
they-cannot be ſatisfactory.' to God's 
injured Juſtices "The unreconcilable 

Hatred' of Sin, the ardent Love 

| of Holineſs, and ſtedfaſt Reſolu- 

| tion to follow it, which are-Ingre- 

| dients..in ſincere Repentance,:tho 
they are. pleaſing tro God, yer- are 
the 'Nuty; of the reaſonable- Crea- 

/ ture before the- commiſſion, of Sin, 

and therefore can deſerve -nothing 

of God. But the ordaining -an, 
inſeparable . Connexion between 

Repeatance and Pardon, is: ho- 

nourable .to God, and very :bene- 

ficial tro Men : for there is norState 
of. Miſery more 'miſerable than for 
the Sinner to be. hardned in :his 

| Sins,” | Bur to return from this: Di- 

orefſ10n. 2 

The- Scripture deſcribes; Repen- - 
tance by a ſincere Change and Re- 

T 4 novation 
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navation of the Mind, the lezdin 
Faculty ; by the-entire turfin o 
the Hears from the love of Sin to 
thelove. of Holineſs ; by the"active 
lively Paſfions,Sorroxw, Fear, Shatne; 
Indignation, Zeal, that are prinos- 
pal- Ingredients in it; and by the 
Fruits morthy of Repentance, and Works 
meet for Repentance,  *Tis called Re-+ 
pentance: from dead Works, and Re- 
pentance/ unto. Life, Now Men are 
willingly. deceived'-with an: inſin- 
cere! and ineffeftive Repentanee : 
either with a meerimental- Change, 
ar with. broken Reſolutions inflead) 
at the 'intire Heart'; or. wath''the 
leaving: fame. bins, and retaining 
others that are: utable to their Hg-": 
mours-and Lufts; ' They” conteſs: 
their Sins, and condemn themſetves” 
far them: fomerimes they have 
flaſhing Thoughts, melting Aﬀecti.' 
ons, good Purpode tro forlake Sin, 
this they think to befincere: Repen- 
range ! F ant when a Temptarion 
1012S Ot appcars, 
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appents, they gre eafily overcome; 
and live in the babicual Pradtice of 
their- provoking Sins, This Con- 
eeitiof- their being' true *Penitents, 
is: as unreaſonable,” as' if one: that 
has a/returning Ague, ſhould think 
himſelf freed from his Diſeaſe in 
the: intervals of hjs/!Pits. -Now to 
quier Conſcjenee; | they readily. a 

ply- to - | thennſtd'ves the words be: 
the Apoſtle, What 2 do; Þ ills nov 
And i nee the beſt Cajnes, whitethey 
are in” Ffimpathy with frail} Fleſh 
cannot be-perfedt,” but” many Sins 
they - anwearily nd * unwillingly 
commit, which #&e Infhirmities la- 
mente®' by. thee, arid: | graciouſly 
forgiven by their Heavenly Fa- 
they ; therefore indulgent Sinners 
take- ſhelter winder” this Pretence, 
that their Relaples ate” meer un- 
avoidable: Infirmiries: Bute ' whar 
Weaknefs can *be' pretended for 


wilful kabicual Sins * 5 Stich Excuſes 


do not-*cover their” Gvile-; - bur 
diſcover 
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diſcover. their ftrong AﬀeRtions to 
their: Luſts : They -have not the 
Excuſe, of Ignorance: [to pretend 
the Fleſh and the World are omni- 

otent-Enemies that cannot ;be; re- 
liſted, 13 £0 blaſpheme the. Grace 
'of the: holy Spirit. In- ſhort, - a 
new. Life is inſeparable from. Re- 
pentance-in its: Reality. Sad: and 
ſerious. Thoughts, .Sighs and Tears, 
the. ſorrowful Confeſlion' of. Sins, 
and g00d- Purpoſes againſt them, 
are the; Bloſſoms of. Repentance, 
ineffeiye - withour the..\ubſtantial 
Fruits of it in /azxeformed Conyer- 
ſation. |-'Tis 'one of the Arts -of 
Satan; to.-join things together that. 
are: inconſiſtent :; In Paradiſe -he 
aſſured the Woman that ſhe mighe 
take. of. the forbidden Tree, and. 
of the Tree of Life: and he Now 
deceives; many. with the hope'that- 
thejr indulged. repeated Sins / are: 
conſiſtent. with: Repentance. , But 
if, Mca.' do; not forſake-. the foul 
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Sins- they :lament, their” Sorrow 
will-go with. them to Hell, and 
hae in the Worn that jock never 
_— 0 | 


A fly The oe Linden 
Men from. Compliance: with-the 
preſent: Invitations of:-Grace, by 
fete tbere/:will -be , time e- 
nough: for accepting then hereafter, 
and >a'future Repentance: will be 
ſufficient ro! redreſs all their Milſ- 
carriages. By this Deceit he trains 
them-on to. Ruin. By: this: he e- 
ludes. the Force of preſeat Con- 
victions :: that without Repentance 
they. mult periſh for ever, -and puts 
Men. out-of ithe-Compaſs' of Con- 
yerſjon. *Tis clear by its own Light, 
and-needs:no:other Proof, thar.pre- 
ſent Qbedience'is: due to the Ghin- 
mands .of: God;;| To day' if you will 
hean ts Voice, : hood nat your Hearts : 
Yer againſt allthe Evidence of the 
Wer wichouty and of :Conſcience 


within 
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| within; Saran ſo::Rtravigly-decerves 
lj Men, | that cheyrrebel ouflyo-regledt 
i their Duty;- cilk: rh8ir ./Vime- and 
I Life are expiring. But how unbe- 
| coming, how difficult, how hazar- 
[l dous' if a>Jate »Repentance'3:\How 
f unbecoming :18:qr:to. )puri-off God 
[: will kereafter > Such: 35! hid glorious 
| Majeſty, we [hould:wixhgehe moſt 
revorent': Refpettyc; andivhumble 
Thinkfulneſs obey! his 'farſt :: Call, 
If x Puince ſhowuld'invice a Subject 
| eo! come :ro:him-: fori ſome; great 
| Favour; ''wotild he:{s break alt the 
| Roles of Prcprive, 25/10 delay!his 
lf - coming;; by ſayitgy blereateer weilt 
| be/gime:enough:?! And whar:is' the 
| greateſt Majefty: on Early: co::ths 
| Godi of "Glory? new! more . thaiy{x 
| Mote-to the Sinz''und:: ptoportio- 
| nably the Indigaity- ariſes: to. rn: 
| le& the Offers of hibGrate. 1c! 
Befides,' how incongruons is\it'to) 
give the Flower ofivis [Fine and 
Screngthtoour bafts,'and:twrefſevve 
| the 
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4 Bri for God'} ToſpcadihdAge 

6f-oitr" vital ahd” vigorous Actions 
itf the/Yamities-and: Buſineſs of | the 
Wetld,:atidtro/allow only ous lat 
oufhing. Ape for the obtaining ob 
Heavety? Th4&Men ſhould content 
thethſetves with dead Aﬀections itt 
his: Service who: is their Liſe, thar 
were ſo lively ii the Service of Sin 
thar-is/ their Death 2 

How difficult is a lars Reperi- 

ratd&e ? Can you repent and beheve 
ar your pleafure ? Men think-that in 
their” Age; abter'the ebbing- and re- 
tirefneft of the earnal AﬀeRions, 

they FThall more eaftly forſake their 
Sits: but 'tis 4 pernicious Deetir, 
Fhe narnve Correption of "Metis 
Hearts, alienares them from a duri- 
ful returty ro God; and contracted 
Corruption ' by habicual Practice, 
faftens therin'Sif as cheir: Centre; 
In Yourh; when the Blood and Spi-- 
rits are high and fierce, the' Body 


has a corrupting aflnence por re 
Mind ; 
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Mind; but by Cuftom in Sin, the 
Mind is fo depraved, that it heats 
the: frozen Blood and corrupts. the 
Body. Suppoſe the.exciting Grace 
of the Spirit be not totally with- 
drawn, which has often been in- 
effectual ;: Can ir be expeRed: that 
after Menihave been hardened. inthe 
commiſhon and continuance of Sin, 
they thould be more receptive. of 
Heavenly Impreſſions ? A Dileaſe 
neglected at farſt, that ſtealingly ſlips 
into the Habit of the Body, and gra- 
dually weakens Nature, becomes at 

laſt uncontroulable and incurable. 
How hazardous is it to neglect 
preſent Obedience to the Call of 
Divine Mercy 2 Our Days, in the 
Language of the Plalmiſt, are but as 
an hand-breadth ; and can Men extend 
their Lives beyond their Span ? A 
vaſt Eternity follows without Di- 
menſions, an undivided Duration. 
It is no more in their Power to 
continue Time to come, than to 
recal 
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recal: Time paſt.' ; How -many-are 
ſurpriz'd by haſty Death in their 
Security, and die in their unrepented 
Sins, and periſh for ever ? "The wiſe 
Man alarms the Sluggard with ap- 
proaching Poverty, and his  Ex- 
preſſions are very applicable to the 
Delayers of Repentance : Death 
comes like a Traveller, gradually 
by filent Steps; and as an armed 
Man, will irrefiſtably arreſt them : 
and Damnation follows, which they 
cag- neither repel nor diſcover till 
they are ſeiz'd by it. O that deluded 
Sinners would conſider, that no- 
thing ſo ripens them for Death, and 
accelerates Judgment, as the Pre- 
ſumption that-the Seaſon of Grace 
will-continue notwithftanding their 
laviſh and carelels waſting it! _ 

But-{uppoſe thac Life be extended 
co. the utmoſt Date,” can you; ex- 
pect, that. the | holy Spirits ſhould 
vikc.you that-haye been {o long 
putritying in the Grave, and breath 

A 
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a new Life tnc6 you 2 "Tis tHe rhofh 
Gere - threading, |:My- Spivic -fhadl 
#ot-e{ways ſtrive with Mak ; and: cher 
their Uaſe is defpertre. | There. is' 4 
fearfti} Example tcorded in 'Scriþ- 
tus ; - the ond Workd was'- fir{t 
drowned in Senfuahry, amd: refilled 
the koly: Spirrn till” he' was with- 
diaxybz and then thtDeluge'wafh'd 
away: thoſe Swine :in_ their Mire, 
Can you expetdt that ar laft when 
the World and your Sins leave 
you; God wilt actepr/ and receive 
you? You are commiinded ro feek 
him in your early Sprivig, m the firſt 
Dawnings of his Lwht and Favour, 
and is a poor Remngnt of your Life 
ſaſhcient for obcaming. his Metoy: ? 
The Harlots refpe&ted not the dead; 
bur cbntended for the hivitng; Okild 
Satanrand-che World ſtrive t0'tve 
the prime: and -beſt paye of ybws 
Lives;: and will God be cofitented 
with the dymg Renmins 7 Or, && 
you Expect ay p95 5 
k of 
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for all the Abuſe of this Benefics, 
| becauſe of his Patience ? Do you 
| preſume becauſe he forbears ſo long, 
' hewill readily forgive at laſt ? The 
Servant not call'd to an account till 
he was run into an irrecoverable 
Arrearage of ten thouſand Talents, 
was delivered- to the *Tormentors 
till he ſhould pay all his Debt. How 
are Men degenerated, and fallen 
lower than the Brute Creatures ? The 
Stork im the Fleaven knows her ap- Jer. 8. 7. 
pointed times; and the Turtle, and the 
Crane, and the Swallow obſerve the time 
of their coming ; but Men know not the 
Judgment of the Lord. This Coali- 
deration made our compaſſionate 
_ Saviour dip his Words in Tears. 
Fe beheld the City, and wept over it, 
ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even thoz, 
at leaſt m this thy day, the thmos that 
belonz to thy Peace ! but now they are 
[| od from thine Eyes. 
O wretched deceived Souls! how 
| long will you: neglect a Saviour 
u and 
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and Salvation 2 How long ſhall he 
wait to be gractous, and expe your 
lingering Repentance in vain > Re- 
member the time of Grace islimited: 
if you refuſe Obedienceto the preſent 
Call, do you know he will renew 
the Offers of his Grace } Now is 
the accepted Tine, now is the Day of 
Salvation : Will this New . laſt for 
ever? There is no Now of Favour 
and Hope in Hell, Tis true, God 
is merciful ; and 'tis one of his 
Royal Titles, The God of Patience : 
though Threatnings are denounced 
againſt Sinners, and Judgments 
are ready to ſeize upon them, 
he repents and ſtops his Wrath 
but there is no State more fearful 
in this World, than when Men 
by neglecting Repentance, make 
God weary of repentinzg. When Þa- 
tience has had its perfefh Work to- 
wards the Unrelenting and Unre- 
formed, Fuſtice ſucceeds : before 
God cuts off a Singer, he cuts off 

all 
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all his Excuſes. Read with Fear 
the firſt of the Proverbs, Becauſe 1 
have called, and you refufed ; F will laugh 
at your Calamity, and mock when your 
Fear cometh. God's Frown, miuch 
more his Scorn, 1s infinitely terrible 
and inſupportable. Thoſe who de- 
lay Repentance till the Body is 
diſeaſed all over, and Death. is 
printed in the Countenance, and 
the languiſhing Lights are almoſt 
quench'd, and the yical Frame is 
near 2 Diſſolution, yet preſume a 
few Sighs will tranſport their Souls 
to Heaven, How juft and dreadful 
will ,, cheir Difappomcmenr be ? 
However they * are deceived, God is 
not mocked; as 4 Man fows, be ſtall 
reap. 
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The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel | 
them to come in, that my Hauſe | 
may be full. | 

| 
| 


Il. F Am now to conſider the 
Means by which Men are 
wrought on to accept of the Invi- 
tations of Grace in the Goſpel. | 
The Sum of what has been diſ- | 
courſed of finful and miſerable 
Man is this, The Underſtanding, 
the direQting Faculty, is in ignorant 
Darknels, and a dead Slumber, not 
apprehenſive of his Miſery, A 
dead Eye does not ſee its want of 
Sight, nor a dead Heart feel its 
want of Life. If the Head be 
obſtructed wich clammy Humours, 
the 
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the whole Body is withour Senſe : 
for: the Nerves have their Root in 
the Brain, and: are the Channels 
to: convey powerful Spirits, to give 
Senſe, and Vigor, and Motion to 
all the Parts. The Will is a fierce 
and-free Faculty, commanding and 
active, perverted and ſtubborn a- 
gainſt the holy Law of God. The 
Aﬀections are exceedingly diſor- 
dered, and ſtrongly inclin'd to ſen- 
{ual-Things tnar flatter them wich 
Satisfaction, and very tumultuous 
and fiery againſt whatever ſhall 
croſs their natural Inclinations. 
Now how can one fo: ftupid and 
refractory, be made toft and flexi- 
ble ro the Call of Mercy ? As the 
Epicurean in Tully objects againſt the 
making of the. World, que ma- 
chme:qui vettes, Whar Engines, what 
Leavers were uſcd in raifing this 
valt: Fabrick? ' What he ſpoke in 


Deriſton, may be ſaid with Wonder; 


What Engines, what Inſtruments 
| u 3 are 
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are uſed in craning up a Soul ſunk 
below - the Center, to the higheſt 
Heaven! What in making the new: 
Creation, that is more. glorious and 
laſting * "ahi the firſt! "Tis a Work 
reſpectively impoſtible, not -abſo- 
lutely, it can only be effected: Dy 
the Power of God, 

There is no Princi ple of- St 
very left in fallen iy The 
Converſion of hita from Sin to Ha- 
lineſs, and from the Creature. ro 
God, is a Miracle of Grace: if he 
$44 himlſeif, ir were ſuper- 
miraculous. - God can by his com- 
manding Power bring Light out 
of Darkneſs; bue-*cis plainly; ”m- 

poſſible that Darkns{s, thould: pro- 
i Light. 

The external Miniſtrat ion-of the 
Goſpel, wichout the concomitant 
Miniſtry of the Spiric, 1s ineffective. 
The Divineſt Preacher cannot ſoften 
the Iron Sine, nor mele the Heart 6f 
Stone, nor make the > Rock c trem- 


ble. 
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ble. The Prophet J/aiah, whoſe 


ſublime Eloquence overcomes all 
the admired Orators of the World, 
yet, complains, Who has believed our 16a. 53; 
Report ? to whom is the Arm of the Lord 
revea'd? The Angels of Light, if 
they were ſent from Heaven, and 
were in this ſenſe miniſtring Spirits, 
they could not by their Seraphick 
Zeal, and moſt excellent Elo- 
quence change and reform Sinners. 
One evil Angel ſeduced and cor- 
rupted the beft Man, Adam, in the 
State of Innocence and Happineſs : 
but a Council of good Angels can- 
not reſtore one Man, tho the leaſt 
tainted, to Holineſs and Feliciry. 
No Creature can be a Creator ; the 
Sanctification of a Sinner is a new 
Creation. *'Tis only the Word of Life 
ſpoken by the Lord of Life, that can 
raiſe dead Bodies and dead Souls. 
Suppoſe the Word of God be 
aſſiſted by his Rod, yer that will 
be ineffectual to cleanle and change 
u4 their 
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their Hearts without Divine Grace. 
'Tis according to the wiſe Order 
of ' God, whom the Word does not 
+ convert, the Rod is made uſe of 
to cure; and whom the Rod does 
not cure, the Sword cuts off. ' 
Proſperity furniſhes the Carnal 
Apperites with delightful Objects, 
and Men are cally induced to 
neglect their Duty : like Children 
thar for get their Leſſon when they 
are at play. Senſe that reigns in 
Beaſts, and ſhould ſerve in' Men, 
3s then predominant. But AMiai- 
on 1mbitrers the carnal Sweets; and 
1s a proper Means to 'fix the 
Thoughts, and reſtore the ' Mind 
to its Right and Juriſdi&ion : as 
Blows and hard Ulage bind up 
the ranging Fancy in diſtraQed Per. 
fons; tames and tires them, and 
-thereby reduces therti to Sobriery. 
Thus God is-'often pleaſed, by 
Job 36. AMiStions, to ſhew Men their Tranſ- 
greſſions, to opent” their Ears to Diſct- 
's pline, 
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pline, and effetually command' them to 
return from their Iniquities. But with- 
out the Inſtruftion of his Spirit 
joins with the Voice of the Rod, 
the utmoſt Effet - of even ſharp 
and long Aﬀflictions is a forc'd © 
fading Repentance! Conſtrained 
Devotion is like Fire ſtruck out of 
a Flinr, hardly got, and ſoon gone. 
Thus *ris-ſaid of the Jſraelites in the 
Wilderneſs, When he ſlew them, they 
ſought him, they returnd and ſought 
early after God ; but their Heart was 
not right with him,- neither "were they 
ſeedfaſt i m his Covenimt. How tnany 
open Rebels have been awaken'd 
by the fear of Death? and when 
they have taſted 'and ſeen the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, what Addreſſes, 
what Submillions, what Promiſes 
have they made to God ? but after - 
their Reprieve, how ſoon have 
they forgot the paſt Terrors, and 
.broke all the Bars of Reaſan, and 
of ''their Reſolutions, and been as 
it unre- . 
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anreforrg 'd as ever. The wiſe 
Man tells us, Bray a Fool in a Mor- 
tar, pound him m peeces, bis Folly will 
remam in hm. 

Nay, Miracles without he Ap- 

plication of them;by Grace to ed 
Soiris of Men, are ineffectual co 
work Faith, and; Repentance.. The 
End. of them is by the Evidence of 
Senſe to. excite. the Mind, to con- 
ſider the Power that works thera. 
But they. may aſtoniſh the Senſe, 
and the 'Mind not be convinc'd , 
or if convinc'd, yer they leave no 
permanent Operation upon the 
Hearts , of the Spe&tators. Moſes 
charges the Iraehtes that . notwith- 
ſtanding they had ſeen all the mi- 
raculous- Strokes of. God's Power 
upon Pharaoh and his Servants, yet 


4, the Lord hath. nat given you an. Heart 


to perceave,.: and Eyes .t0 ſee, and Ears 
to hear to this day. . When the Son of 
God appear'd in bis: own Likeneſs, 
and did ſach numerqus and confpi- 
Ccuous 


ſ 


a 


cuous 'Miracles that compell'd the 
moſt ſtubbora Devils to acknow- 
ledg his: Deity; yer: the Phariſees 
remained obftinacteand inconvinci- 
ble. - The: Souldiers who ſaw him 
riſirig in Power and Glory, - and 
were almoſt frighten'd to Death 
at the- ſight, yet-:continued obdu- 
rate in their Infidelity. 
OurSaviour'aſfures us, No Man |, 6, 
can come to him, except the Father which 44+ 
hath ſent me, draw hm. The Words 
are full of Emphaſis,No Man : | the 
Negation is univerſal ; not only the 
Act is denied, No Man comes, but 
the Power, can come; no' leſs than 
Omaiportent Grace draws him. A 
carnal Man will not come to Chriſt for 
Life ; and he cannot will ro come : 
for his Mind: is fo fore-laid 'with 
Prejudice, and his Will is ſo de- 
praved and intangled- with the love 
of Siny that he cannat ſincerely 
- F.deſire/tv.be ſer free. Every de- * Necte 
lightful Sifs is like a charm'd Circle Poſe ©- 
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out of 'which "the Sinner-.cannor 
riove. 071 51 
Wearenot toconceiveofthis Dil- 
ability, as if Sianers had notdelibera- 
civeand ele&tive Faculnes to conſider 
and chooſe what is beſt : ſuch a;Diſ- 
ability would-be an Argument for 
their -Innocence::and Juſtification : 
Neither as if Men: had a 'Will to 
forſake Sin, and wanted. Power ; 
like-a miſerable . Slave . that: ſighs 
afrer Liberty, bur is faſten'd by hea- 
vy: Fetters : but! the perverſe; Will 
keeps. them in Bondage : They /erve 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, :and de- 
light in their Fetters. "Tis. a vo- 
luntary culpable Impotence -:join'd 
with a {trong Reluctancy to Grace : 
Tis the mpudent mmperious Weakneſs of 
the Whoriſh Woman charged' upon the 
Wtaclites, and adnits. of. no Apolo- 
gy- and: Deferice;-: Nay, it. aggra- 
vates-the Sin:and Sentence of ſuch 
deprayed. Creaznres.: Ascthere'is in 
_ : Vertueiand:Holineſs a. Divine De- 
3'30 oree 


— 


On. Lux xiv. 23. 


293 


gree of Perfection, that makes Per- 
{ons-not capable of departing from 
their Duty : ſo there is a Diabolical 
Degree /in Sin, when the Soul is ſo 
deprayed, that it cannot abſtain 
from: doing Evil. And as con- 
ſummate Vertue is moſt worthy 
of Eſteem and Praiſe ; ſo when a 
vicious Habit contrated by long 
Cuſtom in Sin, abſolutely poſſeſſes 
the Soul, 'tis moſt worthy of Ab- 
horrence. 

Now only Divine Grace compels 
Simers to come to Chriſt, and to partake 
of ſaving Mercies : that is, changes 
the Biaſs of the Will, and makes 
it obedient to the Heavenly Call. 
God is the ſupream Mover, and 
turns all Occurrences in the World 
to his Purpoſe and Praiſe: and the 
Hearts of Men are not exempt from 
his Dominion, but he turns them as 
the Rivers of Waters, The. effe&tual 
Operation of Grace-does not. vio- 
late the native Freedom of the 

Will, 
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Will, bur is congruousto it. God's 
drawing is by teachmg : Every oue that 
hath beard and learned of the Father, 
comes to the, When the Author of 
the Goſpel is the Teacher of it, the 
moſt Aupid and obſtinate Sinners 
ſhall be convinc'd and obedient. 
To make this more clear, 1 will 
briefly confider the Intellectual 
wid of Man, and the natural 
Subordination of the Faculties in 
their various Operations. © As the 
Spring in a Watch, fo the Under- 
ſtanding is the fir Mover in the 
reaſonable Creature : the Under- 
ſtanding has a double Faculty ; the 
Appxchenſtve, to diſcover the Good 

| and Evil in Objects prefented to it ; 
and the Judicarive, to compare and 
ponder the Good and Evil dilcemn'd 
1n things; and accordingly to eftcem 
or diſvalue, to approve or diſlike. 
The Will Sooke what the Under- 
ſtanding commends, and rejects 


what the Judgmentcondemns. 'The 
Aﬀeci- 
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AﬀeCtions of Deſire and Delighe 
are from the Choice of the Will, 
the Aﬀections of Averſation and 
Flight are from the Rejection of 
the Will. The Purſuit or Negle& 
of Things, the Application or Op- 
poſition we make in our Actions 
and Practice to them, is from the 
Delight or Diſtaſte of Things in our 
Aﬀections. Burt when Luft enter'd 
into the Soul, it- perverted this Or- 
der. As the ftrong Tide of the 
Sea pouring into Rivers, turns them 
back ro their Springs, in a Courſe 
contrary to their natural Motion : 
thus the Heart overflowing with a 
firong Tide of Corruption, emp- 
ries it felf into the Head the Spring 
of Actions: the unholy Aﬀections 
work upon the Will to reject the 
Offers of Grace in the Goſpel ; and 
the corrupt Will works upon the 
Mind to vilify them. *Tis to be 
obſerv'd, that the Tempter works 
upon Mens Minds in the unnatural 

way 3 
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; he makes uſe of the diſorder'd 
Af ecions to pervert the Will, and 
of the perverted Will to divert the 
Underſtanding from due Conſide- 
ration of Objects, and to corrupt 
its |" ani But God works by 
the Underſtanding on the Will and 
Aﬀections, according to the regylar 
Dependance of thoſe Faculties. 
The firſt Beam of ſaving Grace 
ſhines into the Mind with ſo ſtrong 
a Light, diſcovering Spiritual and 
Eternal Things in their Reality 
and Glory, that the Will and At- 
fections are drawn to chooſe, and 
embrace, and to follow them with 
Zeal and Conſtancy. In this bleſſed 
Work, we are to conſider the Re- 
velation of the Obje&, and the 
Irradiation of the Mind. As in the 
diſcerning of Corporal things, there 
mult be Light i in the Eye, or there 
can be no Secing, and Light in the 
Air, or there can, be no Sight : So 


the great Myſteries of  Godlinels, 
which 
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which are of impoſſible diſcove- 

ry without Revelation, are made 
known in the Goſpel ; and the 
Underſtanding is illuminated to 

ſee them in their Reality and tran- 
{cendent Goodneſs, as the Apoſtle 
expreſles, This u a faithful ſaying, and 

worthy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus 

Chriſt is come mto the World to ſave 
Sinners, He prays for the Epheſians, 

That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Eptel. x. 
the Father of Glory, may give them the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, m the 
Knowleds of him ; that the Eyes of their 
Underſtanding being mlightened, they 
may know what is the Hope of his 
Calls, and what the Riches of the 
Glory of his Inheritance in the Samts. 
Altho the Evidence of Faith be not 
ſo clear as that of Senſe, yet 'ris fo 
ſure, that the Adherence of Faith 
is more . firm to its Obje&s, rho 
furure, than of Senle to things 
preſent. With the Irradiation of the 
Mind there is ſuch a determining 
"Mo X Influ- 
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fluence on the Will and the Aﬀecti- 
ons, that Chriſt and Heaven are 
joytully choſen before all things. 
In converting Sinners there is not 
a bare propoſal of the Obje&s of 
Faith, with the Motives to believe 
and accept them, and Men are 
left to their own Dilcretion and 
Choice: The Holy Ghoſt who 
certainly knows the manner and 
efficacy of his own Operations, 
expreſſes converting Grace by the 
Epheſ. 1.:exceedmmg Greatneſs of his Power to- 
ward them that believe, according to the 
working of his mighty Power, which he 
wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him 
from the Dead, and ſet him at his own 
Reght-hand m Heaven. "Tis true, 
the Principle of Reſiſtance in cor- 
rupt Nature 15 not quite extin- 
guiſh'd; but aftual Reſiſtance is 
overcome by the holy Spirit, who 
works to will and to do of his good 


Pleaſure. 


In 
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In the Human Will we are to 
conſider the Faculty of chooſing 
and refuſing, which includes in ic 
Freedom and Liberty, withour 
which it ceaſes to be a Will. 
2. The Depravation of it: and 
this conſiſts in a neceſſity of choo- 
ſing the Evil of Sin, repreſented 
as pleaſing to the Carnal Aﬀections, 
and rejefting the Law of God, 
which is holy and good. The 
finning Will contracted this neceſſi- 
ty. Now Grace does not deſtroy 
the Nature of the Will, but changes 
its Quality : of Carnal and Earth- 
ly makes ic Holy and Heavenly : 
this is expreſt by a new Heart, and a 
new Spirit, And when the Spirit of 
the Mind is renewed by i\luminating 
Grace, and the Will and Aﬀections 
of the Heart are renewed by puri- 
fying Grace, the Will does as freely 
and neceſſarily chooſe Spiritual and 
Erernal Things, as in the State of 
Nature it choſe Things pleaſing ro 
+: + .- me 
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the corrupt Appetites, God draws 
Sinners to himſelf with the Cords 
of a Man, in a rational way, with- 
out Violence to their Faculties, 
and faftens them by Bands of Love. 
He inſtructs the Soul, and infuſes 
ſuch a Principle and Diſpoſition as 
is ſutable to the Do&rine. When 
the Will is direfted and drawn, by 


the illuminating Guidance of the 


Mind, to chooſe and embrace the 
moſt excellent Good, and the other 
Faculties to obey, this is Man's true 
Liberty. In Heaven the unvari- 
able fixing the Will upon God our 
Supream Good, is its Perfetion and 
Felicity. 

The outward Means of inducing 
Men to comply with God's Call, 
is the preaching of the Word, If 
it were the Will of God, he can 
immediately create Men as Adam, 
in compleat Stature, and with the 
Perfection of Reaſon ; but he makes 
uſe of Second Cauſes, forms them 

in 


— 
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in the Womb, brings them into the 
World by the ordinary way of the 
Earth, and raiſes them from In- 
fancy to a mature State, according 
tro the Rules of Nature. Thus 
God could by one A& fanctify 
Sinners in Perfection ; but he is 
pleaſed by the preaching of the 
Word to convert Sinners, and gra- 
dually perfect the Saints : The Go-, ._. 
ſpel is the Miniſtry of Reconcilia- 
tion, and of Regeneration. And Jas 1: 
this is very congruous to the Hu- 
man Nature : for the Sinner is not 
converted, as a Stone aſcends by 
a forced and blind Motion, bur is 
inſtructed and afte&ted by propo- 
ſing Objects to his Mind and Will, 
= a&ts according to the Impreſſion 
he received from them. Now the 
Natural Man being a Servant to 
Corruption, the external propounding 
of the moſt powerful Objets and 
Motives cannot change him : the 
conyerting Efficacy of the Word 
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is from Jeſus Chriſt. To make 

this more evident, let us conlioer, 
In every Action dam an Lies: 
ment is us'd, the Action is proper- 
ly aſcribd to the Agent. God is a 
pure Spirit, LE any Compol1- 

tion of bodily Organs of Speech, 
yet when he form'd a Voice in the 

Air for the proclaiming the Law, 
Exod. He ſpake; and whether by any 
20. 1 created Voice, or by the Voice of 
Deut. 5. Men appointed for preaching the 
+ (goſpel, he ſpeaks. - In human 
ſpeaking, the Voice is from the 
Tongue, but the Senſe and Mean- 
ing is from the Mind that directs ir. 
From hence it is that the Goſpel 
preached is of admirable Efficacy, 
and works above the Power of any 
Creature. The Word. of God is quick 
13 and powe! ful, and ſharper - any two- 
eaged Sword, piercms even to the di- 
Viding aſunder of Soul and Spirit, and 
of the Joints and Marrow; and is a 
Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents 


of 
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of the Heart. Ir ſubdues open Re- 
bels, and makes their Pride and 
Confidence fall as low as Hell; it 
mollifies the moſt obdurate, and 
makes them compliant to the In- 
vitations of Grace. And altho the 
Miniſter be never ſo mean in his 
Perſon and Appearance, yet a weak 
Inſtrument in an Almighty Hand 
does Wonders. 

Our bleſſed Saviour in his Per- 
ſon was the firſt Preacher of the 
Golpel; and in his Sermons we 
are directed how to work upon 
the Reaſon, and the Aﬀections 
of Sinners, by which alone they 
are capable to be moved. The 
Subſtance of his ſeveral Sermons 


. _— 


was, Repent ye, and believe the Mak 7. 


Goſpel. 


1. The Order and Progreſs of 


converting Grace is by the Con- 
viction of the Mind, to turn the 
Will and Aﬀections. Sin prevails 
in Men by the ove of Pleaſure ; and 
| A 4 till 
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till chere be a mixture of what is 
more bitter than Sin is ſweet, they 
will not forſake it. The World 
corrupted by Luſt, is an imaginary 
Paradiſe, wherein there is nothing 
but forbidden Fruit ; and the Fruit 
is ſo pleaſant to the Eyes and Taſte, 
that only flaming Terrors will ex- 
pel them out of it. No Man will 
cut off his Right-hand till an in- 
curable Gangreen has leiz'd on ir. 
The light negle&ted Notions of 
Heaven are ineffective to reform 
Sinners; till the Terrors of the Lord 
are ſer m array againſt chem, they 
are faſten'd in their Sins. Of this 
there is viſible and frequent Ex- 
perience: how many that have 
lived in a careleſs Contempt of 
God till their laſt Sickneſs, and 

when they feel themſclves ſinking 
to the Grave and Hell, and Con- 
ſcience is an exact Remembrancer 
and terrible Accuſer of all their in- 
ward Wickedneſs and notorious Sins, 

then 
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then what furious Refle&ions do 
they make upon themſelves? and 
what Promiſes do they make if 
they might be ſpard? "Tis there- 
fore the firſt Duty of Miniſters, 
by clearing Light and convincing 
Strength to work on Conſcience, 
and by the Mediation of it to ap- 
ply Guilt and Wrath to the Sinner, 
that he may be reſtleſs in his Sins. 
The Wrath of God is revealed from Rom. r. 
Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs, and Un- 
righteouſneſs of Men : 'tis decreed be- 
fore the World was, 'tis denounc'd 
in the Word, and ſhall be fully ex- 
ecuted in the Day of Wrath, and the 
Revelation of the righteous Judgment of 
God: nothing is more certain than 
that Day, and nothing ſo heavy as 
that Wrach. Tis a Burden ſo in- 
ſupportable, that the Son of God - 
was ready to {ink under its Weight : 
he meeckly and ſilently endur'd all 
the cruel Rage of his Enemies, 
but mournfully broke forth, My | 
| JOSEGLLY EONS 1 God 
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God, my God, Why haſt thou forſaken 
me! Who can underſtand the Con- 
ſequence of that Complaint > Who 
can ſupport himlſelt under the Ap- 

rehenſion of an abſent and angry 
God? When the convinced Perſon 
ponders his Sins, what Indignities 
he has offcred to the glorious God 
his Maker and Preſerver, his Law- 
giver and Judg ; that he has abus'd 
his Mercies, perverted his Benefits, 
and emploied them in the Service 
of Satan; that he has deſpis'd his 
Tuſtice, and ventur'd upon his in- 
flam'd Anger for tranſient Plea- 
ſure and trifling Profits; when 
theſe killing Aggravations are duly 
con{iderd and laid cloſe to the 
Heart, how are all the forrowful 
Aﬀe&tions moved ? ſerious Grief 
that ſprings from the Depth of the 
Soul, confounding, Shame, anxious 
inquiring Fear, to ſtop the Execu- 
tion of the fatal Sentence paſt a- 


gainſt him ? Thus 'tis related of 
thole 
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thoſe Converts at the firſt Sermon 
of Sr. Peter, that being convinc'd 
of their Crimſon Guilt in their cru- 
cifying of the Lord Jeſus, they were 
pricked in their Heart, and ſaid to the 
Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall 
we do? Then Sinners will humbly 
ſue for Peace by the bleſſed Peace- 
maker Jeſus Chriſt : then Salvation 
will be ſo much the ſweeter, by 
how much the Danger was more 
threatning. The Recovery from 
Death to Life is a double Life. 

2. The Lord Jeſus muſt be pro- 
pos'd as anall-ſufficient and compaſl- 
lionate Saviour, who invites the weary 
and heavy-laden to come to him for Reſt. 
This is the order of the Spirit's Ope- 
rations, firſt to convince of Sin, then 
of Righteouſneſs. *Tis true, there 
are diverſlities of Workiags; the 
Spirit inſtructs and terrifies Sinners 
| by his Office of Bondage, bur not 
| always in the ſame manner and 


| degrees: but the Soul is ſo humbled 
j by 
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by the ſight of Sin, and impen- 
dent Wrath, as it fees and feels the 
neceflity of a Saviour, and is wil- 
ling to comply with the Terms of 
Mercy offered in the Goſpel. The 
whole need not a Phyſician, but thoſe 
who are fick. A condemned Man 
values a Sheet of Paper wherein 
his Pardon is written and ſealed, 
more than the Conveyance of a 
rich Eſtate. One near drowning 
values a Cord thrown out for his 
Reſcue, more than a Crown, Thus 
when the Guilty are deeply ſenſible 
they have loſt the Favour of God, 
and cannot fly from his Power, 
and there is but a ſtep between 
them and Eternal Death, then a 
Saviour will be infinitely precious, 
and they will entirely cloſe with 
him. Now the Goſpel repreſents 
the Son of God incarnate. 

it, An all-ſufficient Saviour by | 
his Propitiation, and Interceſſion. | 
The Excellency of his Obedience, | 
and 
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andthe Excellency of his Perſon 
were influential to obtain the Par- 
don of Sin. His Propriety in the 
Sacrifice, and the Value of it, was 
requiſite to atone the juſt Diſplea- 
{ure of God for our Offences. 'Tis 
ſaid, he offered his own Body on the 
Tree: his peculiar Right in it was 
requiſite to make it a proper and 
acceptable Sacrifice. *Tis true, the 
Father and holy Spirit had the ſame 
Right in the Human Nature of 
Chriſt as the Son had, with reſpect 
to the making it: but the Son 
by aſſuming it into a Perſonal Uni- 
on with himſelf, has a peculiar 
Right in it, and offer'd his own in 
a ſtrit ſenſe. Andin Conſequence 
to this, his Sacrifice was of infinite 
Value : He did not compound with 
God, bur paid a Ranſom equiva- 
lent ro what was due for Sinners. 
He bled a Fountain from his woun- 
ded Side, that cleanſes from all Sm. 


2dly, By 
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2dly. By his Interceſſion. He is 


able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come to God by him, for he ever lives 
to make Interceſſion for them. God 
ardons Sin as a Soveraign upon 
the Throne : his Authority is pre- 
ſerved entire without any Conde- 
ſcenfion of his Perſon ; therefore 
the Blood of Chriſt ſhed on the 
Croſs, is pleaded in Heaven to re- 
concile God to us: he fatisfied 
Juſtice, and follicites Mercy : his 
Blood ſpeaks ſtill, and its Voice is as 
owerful as ever. The Prevalency 
of his Interceſſion depends upon the 
Dignity of his Sacrifice ; the Dear- 
neſs of his Perſon to the Father, 
does alſo aſſure us of his favoura- 
ble Audience. He declard on 

Earth, 1 know thou always beareſt me. 
3dly. The Goſpel ſets forth his 
Willingneſs to ſave us. Faith has 
an Aſpect upon Chrift as able and 
willing to ſave: for Power with- 
out a Will to ſave is unprofitable, 
w m_— 
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and the Will without Power is 
fruitleſs and ineffeftual. For the 
begetting of Faith we are to con- 
fider the Propoſal and Offer of 
Grace in the Goſpel, and the Pro- 
mile of it. 

1. In the Goſpel there is a Pro- 
poſal of Grace to all : the Invita- 
tion is univerſal ; Whoever will, let 
him come to the Waters of Life freely. 
Our Saviour gave this Command 
ro the Apoſtles, Preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature. Neither the num- 
ber nor quality of Mens Sins are 
a Bar againſt their coming to 
Chriſt for Life. None are excluded 
bur choſe who exclude themſelves. 
In the Parable thoſe were earneſtly 
mnvited by the Command of the 
Maſter of the Feaſt , who refuſed 
to come. This Offer of Grace 
and Life to all that will humbly 
recelve it, is the firft Foundation 
of Faith, and induces our Accep- 
tance of it : for without this, the 
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ſelf condemned Sinner ſinks into 
Miſery bottomleſs and helpleſs. 
The moſt miſerable Deſpair is 
drawn from Impoſſibility. If Men 
think *tis impoſſible to obtain 
what they deſire, they will not 
endeavour to obtain. "Tis eaſily 
clear'd by the Scriptures, if Men 
will believe the Scriptures when 
they are clear, that as the Bra- 
zen Serpent, the Sign of Salya- 
tion, was lifted up on high, and 
made obvious to every Eye, to- 
convey healing Virtue to thoſe 
who were ſtung by the fiery Ser- 
pents; ſo our crucified Saviour is 
lifred up in the Croſpel for every 
Soul-wounded Sinner to regard. 
The belief of inviting Mercy opens 
the Springs of Cxodly Sorrow : a 
Natural Sorrow ariſes from the 
ſenſe of oppreſſing Evils, and is 
terminated upon our ſelves : a Spi- - 
ritual Sorrow proceeds from the 
ſenſe of our Unworthineſs, and the 
] SIS 2 Divine 
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Divine Goodnels, that is ſo ready 
and deſirous to ſave us. 

2. There is a Promiſe of Grace 
to all that repent and believe. Our 
Saviour encourages us, Come mnto me 
all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you Reſt. Thoſe who 
* feel Sin as an intolerable Burden, 
and their fainting Souls are with- 
out Support, let them devolve their 
Burden upon him, .and truſt en- 
tirely in him, -caey ſhall obtain 
blefled Reſt. The timerous Sinners 
that tremble under the Weight of 
their Guilt, are encouraged ; for in 
this condition Chriſt invites them 
ro come to him, and promiles Reſt. 
Let them aggravate their Sins to 
the higheſt, yer St. Paul challenges 
the Precedence as the chiet of Stn- 
ners, and obtained Mercy. When 
the Heart is broken for Sin,and from 
'1t, not to believe the Promiſe of 
Mercy, is diſhonourable ro our 


Saviour's Loye, and the Value of 
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his Blood, as if nor \fafficient to 
ſave poor Souls that would fain live 
in him. We have the ſtrongeſt 
Teſtimony of his Love, in dying 
for us when we were - Enemies. 
Chriſt came with this Intention to 
ſave Sinners; and when they come 
to him, will he reje& them? He 
cannot deny himlelf, he's Truth, and 
he has moſt expreſly declard, Who- 
ever comes to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
out : and this Promiſe is confirmi'd 
by the Will of bis Father that ſent him. 
Chriſt invites thirſty Souls to par- 
take of the Waters of Life; and 
when he has inſpir'd them with 
ardent Deſires, and they come, 
will he fend them away empty ? 
'Tis abſolutely impoflible for him 
who is incarnate Love and Mercy, 
to deſpile and reject the Soul that 
looks to him, that longs and lan- 
guiſhes after him, and will be ever 
unſaticfied wichout him. 


In 
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In ſhort, the preciotis = 
in the Goſpel, of the Pardon of Sin, 
and eternal Salvation, are ſo pro- 
poſed to us, that the Hope of re- 
rurning Sinners may be cheriſh'd 
and confirm'd, and the Preſump- 
tion of ſecure Sinners may be dath'd 
4nd controul'd, While we are in 
this middle State, the fear of Cau- 
tion, join'd with the lively hope of 
Mercy, is the moſt congruous T em- 
per, and becoming the Breaſt of 
a Chriſtian. The Preſumer is 
like a Ship wichour Ballaſt, floating 
ſo lightly in his own Folly, that 
every Guſt of Temptation over- 
ſets him. The fearful Spirit is like 
a' Ship over-laden; and if not 
lightned, will certainly fink and 
periſh. Fearleſs Security expoles 
to all the Temprations that grarify 
the Carnal Appetites : deſponding 
Fear cauſes a negle&t of the Re- 
medy. If there be no fear of Pu- 

Y 2 niſhmenr, 
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niſhment, or no hope of Pardon, 
the Conſequences are _ fa- 
tal. 

3- 'Tis neceſſary in order to 
the bringing Men to Chriſt, to re- 
move their carnal Prejudices. The 
firſt and moſt fear'd Difhculrties are, 
That ſerious Religion will be a 
damp to all their Joys, a harſh 
and unreaſonable Reſtraint of their 
Liberties, a Bar againſt all che Ad- 
vantages of the World : the ſickly 
Fancy is frighten'd at the rar 6 
of this. It the Way to Heaven 
were ſhort and fair, Men would 
like it ; but 'tis long and deep, and 
they are diſcouraged, as the 1/raelites 
with the tedious and troubleſom 
Wilderneſs, before their arrival at 
the Land of Promiſe. According- 
ly Carnal Men caſt a flanderous 
Shade upon Religion, as a melan- 
choly, fevere and joyleſs Diſcipline. 


Now we may rectify thele Miſtakes 
by 
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by the Light of Scripture, of Rea- 
{on, and of Experience. 

(1.) The Scrpiture declares that 
the Ways of Wiſdom are Ways of Plea- Prov. 3. 
ſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace. 7 
The Entrance, the Progreſs, and 
Continuance in theſe Ways, is joy- 
ful ro the renewed Soul. Let us 
rake a right View of the Divine 
Commands, the Sum of them is 
this, That Men would be happy 
here, and for ever. We are com- 
manded to know God and JeſusJoba xg. 
Chriſt, this is our Life : to traſt in 3. 
him, this is our Strengta: to love, zo. 
him and delight in him: And are 15: 
not Love and Joy the molt plea- _ 
fant Aﬀections? and is not God the®®* 37 
moſt amiable and pleaſing Object ? 
We are commanded to fear him : 
and is it not moſt reaſonable to fear 
the loſs of his Favour, which is 
Heaven, and the incurring his 


Wrath, that is the deepeſt Hell ? 
Y 3 Ve 
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We are commanded to obey his 
Laws ; and our Saviour afjures us, 
his Yoke is eaſy, and his Burden 1s light : 


"ris an ealy and eaſing Yoke, that 


frees us from the moſt cruel Bon- 
dage of Sin and Satan. And will 
not Men believe the Teſtimony of 
Eternal Truth, rather than their 
fond Fancies and corrupt Appe- 
tites? We are commanded to hear 
his Word ; and is it not a Happineſs 
to be directed in the way to cver- 
laſting Life? We are commanded 
£0 pray contingally ; Is it not a bleſled 
Privilege that poor Duſt may ad- 
dreſs their Requeſts ro the Lord Al- 
mighty, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and 
Earth, with an Afſurance; that thoſe 
Pericions are molt plealing to him, 
that are for his moſt excellent 
Bleſſings ? 

\ Beſides this, nothing is forbid 
buc f1onful Pleaſures thar will end 
jn eternal 'Torments: finful Pro- 


fits 
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fits, the gaming. of the World, with the 
loſs of the Soul : the Gain is nothing, 
and the Loſs is infinite. Now 
where are the Chains and Fetters 
that are ſo hard and heavy as 
Carnal Men complain of ? All his 
Commands are Precepts of Hap- 
pinels. 

'(2.) This Teſtimony ot Scrip- 
cure, Carnal Men eſteem a noto- 
rious Paradox: they can taſte no 
Pleaſures but what are ſteep'd in 
Senſe. Take away the Enticings 
and Blandiſhments of the Carnal 
Appetites, they underſtand no other 
Pleaſure: which is ſuch a Deceit, 
as if a ſick Perſon who feels no 
Pleaſure but in the ſoft and eaſy 
Intermiſſions of his Diſeaſe, ſhould 
conclude it he were entirely freed 
from it, he ſhould be deprived of 
all Pleaſure. Whereas the Pleaſure 
of Health is far more deſirable 


and conſtant. The Angels are ab- 
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ſolutely exempt from the Deſires 
of our carnal Faculties, and with- 
out carnal Fruitions, but are ever 
bleſſed and joyful in the direct 
Poſſeſſion of what is good, not in 
the relief from Evils either natural 
or accidental, as Hunger and Thirft, 
or Sickneſs and Pain. 

Pleaſure reſults from the ſutable- 
neſs between the perceptive Facul- 
ties and the Objects that affect 
them t if there be no harmonious 
Proportion, there will be no Mu- 


ſick, no Delight. Now 'tis true, 


while Fleſh is the prevailing In- 
gredient in a Man, he only re- 


liſhes the Satisfa&tions of the 
Senſes : he cannot enjoy God, he 


. cannot delight in doing his Will, 


no more than a Swine can in clean 
Paſture, whoſe natural Property 
ſtrongly inclines it to wallow in 
the Mire. Burt when the Soul is 


clarified and purged by the great 


Refiner, 
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Refiner, how ſublime and farisfy- 
ing a Pleaſure does it- feel in the 
Love of God, and in his Service! 
As in natural feeding, when the 
Palat is in its due Temper, the 
Tafte commends our proper Food 
to the Appetite, and the Appetite 
to the Stomach ; bur a foul Stomach 
diſaffects the Appetite, vitiates the 
Pallate, and the moſt ſavoury and 
whollom Meat is loathſom when 
the Diſeaſe is the Tafter : Thus 
if the Soul be in its due Temper, 
the doing the Will of God would 
be our Meat and Drink, mixt with a 
ſweeter Pleaſure than thole natural 
Operations are : but the Soul is ſo 
corrupt and carnaliz'd, that it has 
no Taſte of the pure Delights of 
bleſſed Spirits in Communion with 
God: like the J/raelites who deſpis'd 
the Bread of Angels, and impatient- 
ly longed for the Onions and Gar- 
lick and Fleſh-pots of Egypt, Till 

Men 
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Men die to Sin, the . Supper: . of 
the Larab will be inſipid and nay- 
ſeous. 

The Carnal Mind as grofly mi{- 
takes about Liberty. "Tis horrible 
Folly to think true Freedom conlifts 
in doing whatever the vicious 
Aﬀeciions require, in converſing 
with ſuch Perſons as foment and 
gratity them. Is that Perſon free 
that is fetter'd with as many Chains 
of Hell, as he has predominant 
Luſts? Was the poſſeſt Perſon free 
who lived among the Tombs, a- 
mong contagious Carcaſes? Then 
2 Sinner, that without the fear of 
Hell obeys his depraved Appe- 
tites, and aflociates with thoſe who 
are corrupt, and Corrupters by 
their wicked Example, is free. But 
'tis evident that the Mind, the 
ſuperiour leading Faculty, is in Bon- 
dage while the Paſſions reign, and 


che ſenſual Worldly Wretch with 
his 
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his imaginary Liberty, is the moſt 


accurſed Slave. Till the Son makes 


us free from the tyrannous Power of 


Sin, we are not free indeed, Till 
Reaſon enlighten'd by the Word, 
relumes its Right and 'Turiſdiction, 
and leads the Will ro chooſe what 
is beſt for a ſpiritual immortal 
Creature, and the other Faculties to 
obey, we are the Slaves of Satan. 
When we are made free from Sin, and 
become the Servants of Righteouſneſs, 
and yield an ingenuous delightful 
Subjection to God's Laws, we enjoy 
a State of Liberty. Nay, the Ser- 
vice of God is our Glory. He that 
loved us, and waſh'd us from our Sins 
in hs Blood, has made us Kings and 
Prieſts to God, The moit eminent 
Acts of Royal Authority are to go- 
vern the Subjects by equal Laws, 
and to ſubdue the Enemies of the 
Peace and Proſperity of the King- 
dom: and when Divine Grace 

| reigns 
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reigns in the Heart, it regulates 
all the Thoughts and AﬀeRions, 
the inward and outward Faculties, 
according to the holy, juft and good 
Law of God, and ſubdues theſe 
rebellious Luſts that diſturb the Or- 
der and Tranquillity of the Soul. 

(3.) Experience proves that a 
State of Religion is moſt delight- 
ful. Whenever the captive Soul 
is reſcued from the Bondage of his 
Luſts, and prefer'd to the Service 
of God, how ſweet is the Change ? 
and how bitterly will he complain, 
other Lords have had Dominion over 
me, but thy Service is the trueſt 
Freedom ? Did ever any of the 
Saints complain that God is an 
auftere Maſter, that his Service is 
a melancholy joyleſs Condition ? 
No, in their Eſteem and Aﬀecti- 
ons, his Law is the moſt pure, pre- 
cjous, ſweet and profirable Good. 

Plal. 19. Fiis Commands are not grievous : they 


obey 
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obey them from Choice and Com- 
placence. They love the Law- 
giver, and like the Laws. Com- 
munion with God in his. holy Or- 
dinances, is a Heaven upon Earth 
to them. One day in thy Conrts is pai. 84. 
better than a thouſand in the Vanities 
and Buſineſs of the World. I the 
Preſence of God is Fulneſs of Joy 
and the more we are admitted into 
his Preſence here, the more we are 
admitted into his Joy : all the blefled 
Means of our drawing near to God, 
and his drawing near to us, are 
the Gate of Heaven, and Entrance 
into Glory. David, who was lo 
acquainted with God, declares, 
There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew 
us any Good ? Lord, lift thou up the 
Light of thy Countenance upon me. Thou 
haſt put more Joy mto my Heart, than 
when their Corn and Wme mcreaſed. A 
Joy more lolid and ſatisfying, than 
carnal Men receive in the Spring- 
tide of their Fruitions. As one 


Spark 
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Spark of God's Wrath firing the 
Conſcience, is more terrible than 
the moſt fearful Evils in the World : 
ſo one Beam of his Favour enlight- 
ning the Soul, is more ſweet and 


raviſhing, than all the moſt valued 
and defir'd things in the World. 
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The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel 
them to come in, that my Houſe 


may be full. 


IN. WW Shall now prove tis the 
| oreat Duty of the Miniſters 
of Chrift to apply themſelves with 
a holy Zeal to bring Men to par- 
take of the ſaving Mercies of the 
Goſpel. 8 
This will appear by conſidering, 
1. The Command of God, from 
whom they are ſent, lays che higheſt 
Obligation upon them to pertorm 
their Duty. "The manner and de- 
grees of Obedience, are mealured 
by the greatneſs of the Authority 
that enjoins it. To Soveraign Au- 
thority, 
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thority, immediate, abſolute, and 
ſupream Obedience is due. The 
Authority of God is more bitding 
than the higheſt in Princes, or the 
deareſt in Parents: What are all 
Kings of the Earth to him? 
leſs than nothing. Temporal 
Greatneſs conſiſts only in Com- 
pariſon. In the Scale of Magj- 
ſtracy, the Superiors to ſome are 
ſubordinate to others: But the 
Majeſty of God is abſolutely and 
truly Infinite. And as the imme- 
diate Servants of the King are under 
ſpecial Obligations ro obey his 
Commands, beſides the common 
Duty of his other SubjeQs; ſo the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel by their 
Conſecration and immediate Re- 
lation to God, are bound with 
all zealous Diligence to do his 
| Will. 
2. 'Tis the principal End of 
their Commiſſion. God deſigns 
in the Contrivance and Revelation 
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of the Goſpel, to glorify his Mercy, 
and his Son in our Salvation. 

Firſt, Love is the cleareſt and 
molt adequate Notion. of the 
Deity ; God is Love. Now Mercy 
is medicinal, healing, and recove- 
ring Love. The Object of it is 
the Miſerable and Unworthy. In 
God's Moral Crovernment, Mercy 
and Juſtice are the leading Atrri- 
butes, and Mercy in its Exerciſe 
has the Supremacy : Mercy rejoices 
agamſt Judgment, When our firſt 
Parents were cited to Judgment 
for their rebellious Sin, Mercy pro- 
mis'd a Saviour before the Sentence 
was.. pronounc'd. (od is tiled 
the Father, of Mercies ; *tis his natu- 
xal.Off- ſpring, the freeſt 'and molt 
delightful Emanation from him: 
Judgment is his ſtrange Work, that 
by Conſtraint he executes. He does 
not affliet willmely the Children of Mzn : 
(Tod is more pleaſed to ſee the 
Fruits of this Mercy in his Creatures 

F / reſtored 
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reſtord to Happineſs, than the 
Effeats of his Juſtice in the Guilty 
and Miſerable. To be mclin'd to 
do Evil and Hurt, is an Imperfe&ti- 
on infinitely diſtant and oppoſte 
to the Divine Nature. The Lord 
God 7 is « Sun: and as tis proper to 
it to enlighten, revive and refreſh 
the Warld by its Operations and 
Influences ; 'tis accidental to con- 
ſume and deſtroy, and proceeds 
from the Imperfe@ion of Things 
upon whom ve Beams fall. Thus 
'tis bing to the Nature of God 
to diſpenſe the liberal. Effuſtons of 
his Goodneſ to the Creatures ; if 
they feel the Effets of his Juſtice, ris 
for Sin that deſerves it, and draws 
it forth into Exerciſe. Mercy is 
God's Glory : by Glory we under- 
ſtand the Luftre that refules from 
the PerteRtion of Things, and is 
attractive and worthy of Admi- 
ration. There is Light in one 
Beam of che Sun ; bur Glory re- 
a ſults 
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ſules from the Union of all its 
Beams in their full Strength. Ac- 
cordingly a double Glory belongs 
to God. 
xt. His Eſſential Glory, chat re- 
ſults from his tranſcendent Excel- 
lencies; the (upream Beauty and 
Brightneſs of that unapproachable 
Light wherein he is ſaid to dwell : 
every Attribute being truly infinite, 
is moſt glorious. 
2dly. Declarative Glory, that 
eoaſtſts in the Operation and In- 
fluence of God's Perfedtions, and 
in the humble and thankful Ado- 
ration of them by intelligent Crea- 
tures. Some Divine Attributes are 
more eminently the Glory of God : 
as they are mote declarative of his 
Perfe&tions, and more ſenſibly and 
powerfully affeft the Minds and 
Hearts of Men. In this reſpect 
Mercy, as 'tis the moſt benign and 
comfortable, ſo 'tis the brighteſt 
Light in all the Conſtellation of 
r AL the 


\ 


332 


SERMON K. 


the Divine Attributes ; 'tis our Hap- 
inels we are under it Aſpects and | 
Influences. The other effential Ex- 
cellencies of God are regarded as 
the Qualities of our Soveraign inh- 
nitely above us, with moſt humble 
Fear and reſp ectful Admairation : 
Bur his Mercy ll him as our 
Father and Friend, and engages 
our Aﬀections entirely ro him. 
When Moſes defir'd to ſee God's Glory, 
he told him, his Goodneſs ſhould paſs 
before him. Now Mercy 1s the moſt 
excellent Degree of Goodneſs. *Tis 
Goodneſs primarily excited and 
active from it (elf, and takes occa- 
ſton from the Miſery of the Crea- 
ture to be beneficent. "Tis obſerva- 
ble, when he was proclaimed in his 
glorious Titles, The Lord, the Lord 
God, Merciful and Gracious ; next to 
the Deity, Mercy is pla &'d as his | 
deareſt: Attribute : and of the thir- 
teen Titles of Honour attributed 
ro him, nine belong to Mercy, to 
ſignify 
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ſignify the advantage it has above 
Juſtice. Mercy is his peculiar 
Treaſure : *ris ſaid hes rich im Mercy, 
not in Poſleſfions, tho the Earth is 
the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof : his 
Riches are not without himſelf, but 
in his own Perfe&tions. Now 'tis 
the great Deſign of God to glorify 
this Attribute in the Salvation of 
the Loſt and Miſerable. Adam had 
ſufficient Grace ro ſtand, but was 
free to fall, and by the Fraud of 
Satan join'd with his own Folly, 
was ſ{educ'd from his Duty, and 
involy'd himlelf and all his Pro- 
geny 1n utrer Ruin. It was very 
becoming God that his Enemy 
ſhould not obrain his End,thac Man- 
kind ſhould not be the eternal Tro- 


phy of the Tempter, and fo noble ' 


4 part of the Creation be as it were 
aboliſh'd for ever. From hence 
the Mercy of God took its Riſe, and 
molt apparently and eminently de- 
clar'd it ſelf, in ſending his Son the 

£4 Heir 
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Heir of his Love and Glory, to be 
the Redeefttier and Ranſom of the 
Loſt and Miſerable. 

The Goſpel is made up of Ar- 
guments and Endearments, of Com- 
mands afid compaſſionate Calls; of 
incouraging Invitations, and the 
moſt conſtraining Motives, that 
finful Men would apply themſelves 
ro our bleſſed Saviour, and not 
periſh for ever in their Sits. And 
God has appointed an Order of 
Men conſecrated to this Service. 
This is thoſt excellently expreſt by 


2 Cor. 5, rhe Apoſtle ; Now we are Embaſſ: adors 
' _ * for Chriſt, as tho God did beſeech you 


by us, ihe pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be 
reconciled to God, Fromm hence the 
Duty of Evangelical Miniſters is 
clear and conſequent, that with 
zealous Aﬀections and perſevcring 
Diligence they ſhould endeavour to 
bring Souls to partake of the Grace 


of the Goſpel. An ObjeRion may 
If 


be raiſed. 
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If God be pleaſed with the Sal- 
vation of ſinful Men, why are nor 
all faved? for nothing is the Ob- 
je& of his Will, but is within the 
compaſs of his Power. 

The Objection is ſpecious, and 
may ſurprize at firſt, but duly con- 
ſidered, may receive a ſufficient 
Anſwer. 

1. "Tis a leading Rule, that 
when Do&trines are clearly revealed 
in the Scripture, we mult yield our 
Aſlent, tho we cannot = all 
the Difficulties that are raiſed a- 
gainſt them. *Tis unreaſonable to 
deny what is evident, becauſe we 
cannot unfold what is obſcure. 
There is no Doctrine more fre- 
quently and emphatically aflerted 
jn the Divine Vricings, than that 
the Repentance of a Sinner, and 
his acceptance of Pardon and Life 
is very pleaſing to God. Heaflures 
us in the moſt ſacred and folemn 
manner of this : 4s I live, ſaith theExck.33. 
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Lord, 1 have no pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from his way, and live ; He is willing 
they ſhould be ſaved, and they are 
wilful to be damned. With what 
render and melting Compaſſons 
does he argue with them, Why will 
Je die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? as if they 
were upon the brink of Hell, and 
ready to drop into ircecoverable 
Miſery. 
- 2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between 
his directing Will, and his approving 
Will : whatever God decrees to 
effe&t, ſhall be infallibly accom- 
pliſh* d. bur many chings that he 
approves, are lefr undone. His 
Commands are his Will, the Rule 
of our Duty, but not of | his Pur- 
poſe whar he will do: The Scrip- 
rure «mentions the Word of Gol" 
Power; and the Word of his Ho- 
Imeſs. The Word of his Power 
efte&ts all things according to his 
Will: but the Word of his Holineſs, 
bis 
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his Laws declar'd to regulate our 
Lives, are often oppos'd, and with- 
out Efhcacy. 3 

3- The Wiſdom of God' directs 
all the Operations of his Attribures ; 
that orders the Diſpenſations of 
Mercy, and the Infliftions of Juſtice. 
When the Apoſtle had confidered 
the aſtoniſhing Oeconomy of Pro- 
vidence with reſpect to the Jews 
and Gentiles, he breaks forth, 0 the 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom 2 
and Knowledg of God ! Flow unſearch- 
able are his Judgments, and his Ways paſt 
finding out ! That fo great a parr 
of the World live in Darkneſs, and 
die in Darkneſs, and go to their 
Fathers where they ſhall neyer fee 
Light, and the Day-ſpring from on 
high viſits other Nations, is accor- 
ding to the Counſel of his Will. 

4. God does afford Aafliſting 
Grace to Sinners, which it they im- 
proved, he would not deſert them. 
'The Goſpel is the Mmiſtration of the 

Spirit, 
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Spirit,; - to... illuminate, (excite and 
perſwade Sinners nor. to forſake 
their own Mercy. Fe ſtrives with 
them, he woes and waits to be gracious, 
rill by their obſtinacte Reſiſtance 
they quench his holy Motions, 
"Tis true, he diſpenſes Grace in 
different degrees, - for he is the 
Maſter of his own Favours: but 
tho effeftual converting Grace is 
not beſtowed upon all, . yet there is 
common Grace, that has a tenden- 
cy to Corrverlton, which if bum- 
bly and thankfully improved, ſuch 
is the moſt free and excellent Good- 
nels of. God, Men. would receive 
further Supplies. Bur they are 
careleſs and oppolite to his gracious 

erations, therefore the Spirit is 
molt righteoufly withdrawn from 
them. He that in Luxury has 
waſted his Eſtate, 'tis juſt he dies 
in Poverty. Belides this, 'tis very 
conſiderable, that Men ſhall be 
condemned at the laſt Day not for 
mere 
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mere Impotence, but obſtinare Qp- 

poſition : they loved Darkneſs rather John E 
that Light, becauſe their Deeds: are 
evil: not for the want of that 
Grace they did not receive, but for 
the neplect co impraye char Grace 
they had received, and rejecting 
what was offered. The flothful Ser- 
vant was condemn'd for hiding bis fine! 
Talent in a Napkm, not b—_ he Ra 
not five Talents. 

Secondly, "Tis the great Deſign of 
God to glorify his Son, When he 
brought his Firſt-begotten into the 
World, the Command was, Let all 
the dugels of God worſhip him. God 
has given him a Name above every Name, 
that at the Name of | Jeſus | every Knee 

ould bow, of things m Heaven, and 
Earth, and under the Earth; and every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt 
is Lord, to the Glory of God the Fa- 
ther. Thoſe who croſs his Su- 
eme Wiſdom and Soveraign Will, 
ſhall by a conſtrain'd Submiſſion 
acknow- 
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acknowledg the high Dignity of 
his Son. 
The grear Command of the 


1 Joh. 3. Goſpel is, that Men ſhould believe on 
23- the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt : Him 
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hath God exalted to: be a Prince and a 
Saviour, . for to give Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins. The Death of 
Chriſt may be conſidered as an Act 
of Obedience to God, and of Love 
to Men. His Intention was to 
glorify God, by bringing loſt Souls to 
him... Now 'tis promiſed as a Re- 
ward of his Sufferings, he ſhall ſee 
of the Travail of his Soul, and be ſatis- 
fied. He is infinitely pleaſed with 
che Salvation of Souls, as the Fruic 
of all -his Anguiſh and bloody 
Agony. The Election of a num- 
ber of. the loſt World, that ſhall 
believe:\in him, and be adopted 
and ſaved by him, has a ſpecial 
reſpe&t' to his Honour, that his 
Death. might not be in vain : that 
the Son'of God may be magnified 

| in 
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in his unſpeakable Love to them, 
and their ſincere Obedience to 
1 him: his relative Glory, as Head 
of the Body, will ſhine in chem for 
ever. 
?Tis alſo obſervable, the Decree 
of Elefion is of infallible Accom- 
| pliſhment, both as to the Conver- 
' ſton and Perſeverance of the Ele, 
not only becauſe the Divine Will 
is unchangeable and inſuperable 
with reſpect ro the Events deter- 
mined by it, but with a peculiar 
regard to the Glory of Chriſt. No 
Principle of Oppoſition in the cor- 
rupt Heart of Man can fruſtrate the 
Operation of God's Spirit, either in 
the powerful entrance, or ſure con- 
tinuance of his Grace. Our Sa- 
viour tells us, All that the Father gives John 6. 
me, ſhall come tome, And, ſpeaking *” 
| of his Sheep, he ſaith, My Father John 10. 
which gave them me, is greater thin 
all : and none is able to pull them out 
of my Fathers Hand, The Purpole 
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of God; and Purchaſe of Chriſt ſe- 
cure their Salvation: for theſe our 
John x7. Saviour intercedes, Holy Father, keep 
11. through thine own Name, thoſe whoni 
thou haſt given me, that they may be | 
one, as we are, His Mediation is | 
never interrupted: when Chriſt's | 
Prayer and God's Power are in- 
effetual, then may they fall away 
totally and for ever, whom God 
keeps, and Chriſt commends to his 
keeping, From heace it appears, 
that the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are indiſpenſably obliged zealouſly 
ro endeavour the Salvation of 
Souls, which the Father has de- 
fign'd for the Honour of his Mercy, | 
and which the Son of God efteerns 
his deareſt Glory. 
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The APPLICATION. 


1. Frot hence there is juſt cauſe 
to admire the glorious Grace of 
God in converting Sinners, and 
makitig 
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making them — to comply 
with the Terms of the Goſpel. 
Indeed 'tis ſtrange ro Amazement, 
that Men involv'd under the Guilt 
of Sins ſo numerous and ſo heinous, 
and liable every hour to the Sen- 
tence of the Law, ſo ſure and ſe- 
vere, Eternal Death for their Sins, 
ſhould negle& a Pardon fo dearly 
purchas'd, and ſo graciouſly offer'd, 


and not with the deepeſt Humility, 


with raviſhing Joy, and the higheſt 
Thankfulneſs receive it. Is there 
no Spirit, no Underſtanding left in 


them ? Nay, is ſenſible Nature and. 


its inviolable Inclinations ſo extin- 
ourſh'd, that they are Enemies to 
themſelves> But if we conſider 
the Depravation of Mankind ſo 
inveterate and invincible, we ſhall 
turn the Cutrent of our Wonder 
another way, that the obſtinate 
Perverſeneſs of any is ſubdued, and 
that with conſenting Wills they 
receive Chriſt as their Prince and 
SAVIOUE, 
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Saviour. . Ele&tion is the Fountain 
of diſtinguiſhing Grace : Many are 
called, but few are choſen. Converlt- 
on, Adoption, Juſtification, Santi- 
fication, Glorification, are all the 
Fruits of ele&ting Mercy. By the 
moſt gracious and free Act of his 
own Will, he choſe ſome out of 
the corrupt Generality, ( and: they 
are bur a little diminutive Flock ) 
to make them Veſſels of Honour, 
that his Goodneſs might be the 
more admirable. Thoſe who are 
made a willing People, were by the 
natural and contracted Hardnels of 
their Hearts, as averſe and repug- 
nant to the Heavenly Call as others; 
if after a thouſand Repullſes, the 
Spirit had. been withdrawn, they 
had died in their Sins : bur as 'tis 
faid of Lot's miraculous Reſcue 
from the Flames of Sodom, Whale 
he lmered, the Angels laid hold upon 
his Hand, the Lord beg merciful to 
him, and brought him forth, and ſet him 

without 
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without the City ; ſo the free and om- 
nipotent Grace over-rul'd their re- 
luctanc 'Hearts, and ſtrongly and 
ſweetly inclin'd them to God their 
ſupream and ſatisfying Good, and 
ro come to Chriſt as the only 
means to reſtore them to the Fa- 
vour and Enjoyment of God. "The 
natural Man is''no more able to 
believe with a ſaving Faith in Chriſt, 
than to obey the whole Law : 'tis 
the Gift. of God. He provides the 
Means of Salvation, and apylies 
them ; he by victorious Grace leads 
Captivity captive, and beſtows that 
moſt precious Gifr upon his People. 
How many that enjoy'd the fame 
Goſpel, and did not reject lo ma- 
ny Invitations, nor fo often grieve 
and vex the holy Spirit, nor [o long 
abuſe the Patience of God, were 
juſtly lefc in cheir Sins? chis will ſer 
a Luſtre upon fpecial and (aving 
Mercy. O, what a conſpicuous 


Diſcovery, what a lively and thank- 
Aa ful 
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ful Senſe will there be of this Grace 
in the next World ! Our Saviour 
tells the unbelieving Jews, There 
Luke 13. ſhall be weeping and gnaſhmg of Teeth, 
28. when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, 
and Jacob, in the Kingdom of God, 
and you your ſelves turn'd, out. The 
Compariſon of the oppoſite States 
will then be more joyful and 
tranſporting to the Saints, and more 
manifeſt and tormenting to the 
Reprobates. They ſhall feel a 
burning Thirſt after the Happineſs 
they have loſt, and be tortur'd be- 

tween Deſire and Deſpair for ever. 
2. Let thole who make light of 
the Invitations of Grace, conſider 
what will be the Iſſue of their Ob- 
ſtinacy. Within alittle while Con- 
{ſcience will awaken the Remem- 
brance of their careleſs Contempt 
of the Divine Mercy, ang that 
will awaken Deſpair. To inſtruct 
ſuch Perſons,and make them afraid, 
that chey may fly to the Sanctuary 
from 


a Pn —_S.—— _ as 
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from the Deſtroyer, let them con- 
{1der, 

(1.) This will render them in- 
excuſable, Their Obduration and 
final Ruin - will be of themſelves. 
God is pleaſed to appeal to the 
Human Underſtanding, What could 
T do more for my V/meyard, that T have 
not done * His Works and his Words 
are declaratory of his: Will, how 
pleahing the Repentance and Life 
of Sinners'is to him. He has pre- 
par'd a Saviour and Salvation, and 
offers them to loſt Souls. In the 
Year of Jubilee, Liberty was pro- 
claim'd for all the Tſraelites who 
had beer Servants; but if any one 
would not leave his Maſter, his Ear 
was bored, and he was a Servant for 
ever. Thus the acceptable Year of the 
Lord is proclaim'd in the Goſpel, 
a happy Freedom to Sinners by 
Jeſus Chriſt : bur thoſe who are in 
love with their reigning Lulſts, re- 
fule this Freedom, and are con- 

Aa 2 demn d 
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demn d to; the worlt Bondage fob 
ever. God by his Authority com- 
mands them:'to repent- and believe the 
Goſpel: He.invites them by the moſt 
gracious Promiſes ta accept and re- 
ceive them : he exprefles the moſt 
tender Compallions towards periſh» 
ing Sinners; Why will ye, die * He 
reproaches their ancabrriteable Fal- 
ly, How long: ye ſmiplerones.will ye love. 
Simplicity * He urges them by ter- 
rible Threatnings, not to neglect 
his offer d. Grace, But they are 
deaf to his loudeſt Calls :-it a Luſt 
whiſpers from their Eaithly Aﬀecti- 
ons, they are preſently. moved. 
No Mercy will- {often_ them, no 
Reproots will reform..them ; the 
richeſt Means of Gracearse loſt, and- 
they prodigally periſh, Now how 
juſtly do they tall under the. con- 
dx Sentence of the. Law, 
who light the Mercy of the Goſpel? 
God takes 'ng Pleaſure in the Death of 
a Sinaer, but they take Pleaſure in their 
DMs : 
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Sms : they: die- im their Sms, becauſe 
they will die: they are deprived of 
Life, becauſe they will not come to 
Chriſt that they may have Life. At 
the Day. of Judgment loſt Sinners 
will intirely clear God, and deeply 
charge themſelves with their de- 
ſerved Ruin. 

(2.) Such are irrecoverable. T he 
Goſpel is the only Dilpenſation of 
Grace ; if Men obſtinately reject 
it, their Condition is as deſperate 
as if they were bound in Chains 
of Darkneſs to the Judgment of 
the grear Day. Mercy alone can 
heal us; and if that be wounded, 


our Sickneſs is incurable. FH that jy 3. 


believethno: the Son, ſhall not fee Life; but 
the Wrath of God abides on bm. His 
Doom is. ſealed and irrever{ible. 
God now ſpeaks in a {till Voice, 
but hereafter he will ſpeak in a 
Whirlwind to the Deſpiſers of his 
Grace, *Tis true, we cannot ſay 
a Soul is quite loſt while there is 
Aa } a 
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| a delay of Judgment : bur the 


Scripture declares, that Sinners by 
their ſtubborn Refuſals of Mercy, 
make Cod inexorable to their 
... Prayers : There is a day of Crrace, 
— a: Lapſe of it is faral to the 
Neglecters. Of this'/ there have 
been very fearful Examples: how 
many Deſpifers of the :Grace of 
the Redeemer in the courſe of 
their Lives, yet in the Agony of 
their laſt Departure, whea their Sins 
with. a ghaſtly Aſpect appear, and 
with frightful Horror they look 1n- 
to the bottomleſs Pir, Confcience 
anticipates the Divine Judgment. 
Let the moſt compaſſionate Mini- 
ſters offer them the Cordials of the 
Goſpel, and tell them they deſpair 
r00 loon: the lelf-condemning Con- 
tcience replies, they repent too 
late, O that Men were carly wiſe 
tro fecure their eternal Intereſt ! 
(3.) The neglect of Salvation, 
will aggravate 2n and the Judg- 
ment 
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ment of Men. This is the. Condem- John 3. 
nation, that Light is come into the 's: 
World, and Men love Darkneſs rather 
than Light, The higher the Dif- 
obedience, the lower the Damna- 
tion will be of Sinners. The Hea- 
thens in their Race of ignorant Re- 
bellion are not ſo guilty, nor liable. 
to {o heavy a Sentence as thoſe who 
diſobey the Goſpel. The 1/qaelites 
had (ob abus'd £ Mercies of God: 
to his Diſhonour, there weres'1jo; 
ſuch Rebels on Earth ; the Prqphet 
was fain to deſcend to Hel ,for a 
Compariſon to equal their-Wicked- 
nels : Fear the Word of the Lord, ye Ru- 
lers of Sodom ; Give Ear unto the pn 
of our God, ye People of Gomorran, 
Bot thoſe who turn the Grace of 
God into an occaſion of cheir {inful 
Security, are not to be parallell'd in, 
Hell. The Devils rebel againſt 
the Creator, againſt his a 
and Laws, but Men = againſt 
their. Soveraign and Savfour and 'cis 
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admirable Grace. The Son of God 
interposd as Mediator to make 


God reconcilable to the World : 


But he did not aſſume the Nature of 


Angels, he took no hold of them, nor 
can they take hold of hm. *I he Golden 
Scepter was never extended to 
them : Juſtice was {tri&t and ſevere ; 
for the firſt Sin they were preſently 
expellVd from the Habitation of 
Glory, and their Doom 1s irrevo- 
cable. But Men are within the 
Reſerves of Mercy; God ſpares 
them -in- order to Pardon, and re- 
news his compaſſionate Calls tothem 
to forſake their Sins, and live : by 
his Word and wondafd Patience 
he invites them to Repentance, and 
by Repentance ro his Favour, and 
to Happineſs. Now what a vio- 
lent Provocation 1s the Contempt 
of ſuch Mercy ? The Furnace of 
Hell is heared leven times- more 
for the Deſpiſers of the Goſpel, 

How will te remembrance of x MY 


Folly 


ST coco — —a—s 
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Folly rack their torn Minds? The 

fherceſt Furies cannot fo torment 
| them as their felf-condemning Con- 
{ciences. 

3. Let the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel be excited to ——_—_ their 
Commiſſion with Fidelity. I ſhall 
ſet down ſome Directions and 
Motives in order to it. The ge- 
neral Direction is this, Salus Popul: 
ſuprema Lex eſto : The Salvation of 
Souls is the End of Preaching, and 
muſt regulate it. The Qualifica- 
tions of a Miniſter to make him 
ſucceſsful are, 

Firſt, Excellent Knowledg. An 
ignorant Miniſter is a plain Solxz- 
ciſm, asto lay a blind Eye, nor ca- 
pablc to perform the Act proper 
ro it. The Office and Authority 
without Abilities ro exerciſe it, 1s 
in vain. The Apoſtle declares the 
Perfection of the Scripture, that 'tis 

profitable for Doetrine, for Reproof, 2 Tim. 3. 
fo C erection, for In ſtruffion i in Righ- 

teonſneſs ; 
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tcouſnefs; that the Man of God may 


be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all 
good Works, He 1s to inſtruct the 


I2norant, to remember the Care- 


lefs, to refute the Erronious, to re- 
folve the Doubting, and comfort 
the Aﬀicted. Not only Fidelity, 
Mat. 24. but Wiſdom T) requiſite in the Servant 
45- whom bis Lord made Ruler over his 
Houfe, to give them Meat in due ſeaſon, 
There muſt be fubſtancial Learning 
to convince Gainſayers, and ſpiritual 
Skill ro underſtand the Arts oj the 
Tempter, who will fail with every 
Wind, and make ule ct the various 
Diſpoſitions of Men to do them 
Miſchief. He feeds the blazing 
Preſumption of indulgent Sinners : 
He- ſpeaks Peace to them when 
God is their Enemy : if there be 
ſometimes a {ad Countenance, the 
ſhadow of Repentance, it is (ufh- 
cient. But he perplexes tender and 
fearful Spirits, by ſuggeſting they 
do not mourn enough, to damp 
-_ their 


ET —__ 
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their Endeavours, and make them 
heartleſs in God's Service. Now 
ris a principal Duty of an Evange- 
lical Miniſter to unmask the Ma- 
lice of Satan, and defeat his.:&& 
ſign: to preach the Word in thar 


diſtin& manner, that ſecure Sinners 


may be afraid of Vengeance, and 
that the Penitent may apply the 


% 
*4 


Divine Mercy. He that wms Souls pyoy. 11. 


1s wiſe. The Terrors of the Lord 
muſt be ſet in array againſt the 
rebellious obſtinate Tranſgrefſors ; 
but the indulgent Lpve of our 
Heavenly Father, thetender Com- 
paſſions of our ſenſible Head and 
Saviour, and the Canſolations af 
the holy Comforter,ate the Portion 
of relenting and returning Sin- 
ners. 

An underſtanding Miniiter in- 
ſtructs his People in their Duty and 


Happineſs : he will not offer ther. 


Stone for Bread; intricate contro- 
verſial Matters that aftonith and 
Cannot 


Os 
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cannot edify, bur plam- Evangeli- 

cal Truths, the proper: Food for 

the Soul. | 1 
The Manner and Language in 


. Preaching muſt be an{werable to 


the Majeſty of Divine Truths, 
There-is nothing more odious than 
a ſacred: Subject triflingly handled. 
The Afﬀectartion of Wit and flan- 
ting Eloquence fruſftrates the End 
of Preaching, that: is, to convince 
Sinners of their -Guilt and Miſery, 
and by the Conviction of Con- 
ſcience to make them fly to the 
Sanctuary, Our bleſſed Saviour, for 
Prote&tion : partly becauſe thoſe 
things that fatter the Fancy, are not 
proper to affe&t rhe Conſcience : 
light rrimmings of: Language, gau- 
dy Expreſſions, glittering Points of 
Wir pleaſe the Imagination ; but 
Contcience 1s excited and inflam'd 
by repreſenting eternal Things with 
powerful Plainnets, and in a fo- 
lema manner : and partly becaulc 

The 
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the Human Spiric being limited, 
while one Faculty is attentive, ano- 
ther ſuſpends irs Activity and Ope- 
rations ; ſo that the Exerciſe 
the Fancy hiaders che Mind from 
ſerious refle&ting on Divine Truths, 
and: applying them to the | Soul. 
Vain Ornaments in a Sermon are 
like a painted Complecian; the 
more 'tis advancd to the-Eye, the 
more 'tis abaſed ro the Judg- 
ment. 

The Diſcourſe of a Prezcher 
ſhould diretly go to the Hear: : 
it ſhould be ſo fram'd as to [prove 
and illuſtrate the Subje&, and 
work on the Underltanding and 
Aﬀections. We have the Pattern 
of. this in Scripture, where the 
Love and Mercy of God to his 
Children, and his Juſtice and Power 
againlt his Enemies, are reprelented 
in the moſt pathetical manner. 
[ will produce an Inſtance of both : 
Can a Woman forget ber ſucking Child, 16. 4g. 

I. 
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Pal. 7. 


11,12, 


I3., 


2 Tim. 
i 1, 2. 


that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on 
the Son of her Womb * yea, they may 
foreet, yet T will not forget thee. What 
can be 'more {upporting and com- 
forting ? The other Inſtance is as 
terrible. God is angry with the Wicked 
every day. Tf be turnnot, he will whet 
his Sword ; he hath:bent his Bow and 
made it ready. He hath alſo prepared 
the Inſtruments of Death. This De- 
ſcription of God's righteous Dil- 

leaſure is more powerful to ſhoot 
through the Conſcience of hardned 
Sinners, than the bare threatnings 
that Juſtice will ſurely puniſh 
them. 

Secondly, A Miniſter ſhould - be 
zealous and diligent in the diſcharge 
of his Office. St. Paul adjures 7i- 
mothy in the moſt ſolemn and fear- 
tul manner, 7 charge thee before God, 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg 


the Quick and the Dead at his appearing, 
and his Kingdom: Preach the Word, 


be _— in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; 


repr ove, 


kai. 
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reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 

ſuffering and. Dofrine, Did the 

Apoſtle ſtir up the Fire in fo vigi- 
lant a Miniſter, how much more 

needful is it to blow up the Em- 

bers in our drowlſy Spirits ? Cer- 

tainly if Conſcience be not ſear'd 

and dead, {o ſharp a Charge will 
rouze it to the performance of our 

Duty. 

Zeal for the Glory of our Sa- 
viour, if it inflames our Hearts, 
will fire our Lips, and animate our 
Sermons. Let Knowledg be the 
Breath to blow the ſacred Fire, and 
the moſt burning Zeal is not ex- 
ceſfive. But our Aﬀections at the 
higheſt are very defe&tive: How 
many preach the Word (o coldly, 
as if they had nodehire to ſave Souls 
from eternal Death ? 

How many Miniſters lie down 
In their Lazineſs, and wretchedly 
negleCt theic Duty, to better them- 
ſelves aud benefic others in preach- 
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ing the Goſpel? Idleneſs enervates 
and unſtrings the Bent of the 
Spirit : the Mind is benumm'd by a 

uſeleſs and ignoble Dulnelſs. 
Some who aredeputed Shepherds, 
may think. it a Diſparagement to 
their Greatneſs, ro be frequently 
in ſo mean a Work as Preaching : 
whereas the Son -of God was a 
Preacher of the Goſpel. Others 
make. a Gain of the Flock, but pur 
oft the Iaſtructing and Care of it to 
others. They will ſerve Chrift by 
Proxy, who died for us in his own 
Perſon. How can they commit 
to others the Charge immediately 
entruſted-'- ro themſelves? What 
Exemption can they - plead, what 
Account can they give to the great 

Shepherd 2? 7 
Thirdly, Let Miniſters, that they 
may be tucceſsful, adorn: the holy, 
and without Holineſs dangerous 
Office of the Evangelical Mini- 
ſtry, by a lutable Converſation. 
Innocence 


nds 
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Innocence, and Abſtinence from 
foul Sins, is not ſufficient to recom- 
mend them ; bur the Power of God- 
lineſs, and the Beauty of Holineſs muſt 
{hine in their Lives. They can 
never effe&tually teach others what 
they do not practiſe themſelves : 
if any Sin reigns in them, their 
Prayers cannot aſcend with Ac- 
ceptance to God, and deſcend with 
a Blefling on the People. Let a 
Miniſter preach Divine Doctrine, 
yet if his Converſation be Earthly 
and Senſual, he is more likely to 
harden Sinners than to convert them. 
How unbecoming and diſgraceful 
are unholy Minitters to their Pro- 
feſlion ? What a Scandal do they 
give to the Profane, and occaſion 
ro blaſpheme their high and holy 
Calling ? Let ſuch prepare them- 
ſelves for many Stripes : they cannot 
eſcape 2 double Damnation, for 
the Neglect of their own Souls and 
the Souls of orhers committed to 
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them. Though a Heavenly Light 
{ſhines in ann Sermons, if in; their 
Practice they are. dark: Clouds, the: 
Blackneſs of Darkneſs is referred for 
them for ever. - . 

Fourthly,- Unionamong Miniſters 
is a happy Advantage to recom- 
mend their Do&trine. to the Peo- 
ple. Diviſion. and Jealouſy will 
leflen the Authority and Efficacy of 
cheir Preaching. It one Dog opens, 
the Deer is. not alarm'd, but the 
full Cry roſes, : him. When Mi- 
niſters with - one: Conſent declare 
the Wrath of.. God: from . Heaven 
againſt Sin, the Profane and Secure 
are afraid : and the awful Fear of 
Juſtice makes them Jeek for Mer- 
cy. Tis true, there | eannot be 
expected an .entire -Conformity m 
Opinions. among. the wilelt and 
belt Men : . therefore in Doctrines 
not ſo .clear nor of. that momenr- 
as. the great 'Ezuths, a nautual Fos- 
bearanet 15 QuIL Ducys But'to comm 

| | Contro- 
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Controverſies abour clear: and- 'tre- 


ceſlary Friiths;- 4nd obſcure them 


by Oppoſ tid, is 4 greater hitide- 
rance to the acceſs of the 'Gofpel. 


Some worthy Men earneſtly deny 


the Goſpel to be a Law: Will they 


refortry a Sctipture ? Is hot the 


Goſpel called the Law of Faith, the 


Law of Liberty, the Law-of "the $pi- 


rit of Life? "Tis true, the Golpel 
1s 2 Covenant of Grace; but ir has 


all the Effentials of a Law: "ris 


the revealed Will of the Soveraign 


Law-giver, commanding Sinner? 


to repenc and believe, uporr no leſs 
Reward and Penalty, than Eternal 
Life ro pemitent Believers, and 
Eternal Death to thoſe who 'dif- 
obey the Goſpel. Now the Com- 
mand and Sanction are tine propet 
Charadters of a Law. It we duly 
conſider it, the Soveratgnty of. God 


is fuch, that whatever Covenant. 


he offers to the reafonable Crezure, 


has the” Force and Oblieatiott of a+ 
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Law. 1 inſtance in this one Point, 
that of late has occaſion'd an un- 
happy Difference. O the bleſſed 
State above, where Ignorance and 
Strife are aboliſh'd for ever ! 

Fifthly, Frequent and earneſt 
Prayer to God 1s a powerful Means 
to render our Miniſtry ſucceſsful. 
Paul plants, and Apollos waters, but 
God gives the Increaſe. Let a Mini- 
ſter be compleatly furniih'd with 
Learning, Judgment, Eloquence, 
yet all his Labour will be fruitleſs 
without Divine Grace. A Key 
that is exactly fit ro all the Wards 
of a Lock, cannot open it withour 
a Hand to turn it. Let the moſt 
proper and powerful Motives to 
work upon the reaſonable Nature 
be repreſented, yet they cannot 
open the Heart, unleſs they are 
manag'd by the holy Spirit, 

'Tis very obſervable, that in the 
Narrative of the Miracles by the 
Prophets, ſome Circumſtances are 
related, 
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related, that declare they were done 
by che Divine Power. Sometime 
the Command of God was before 
the Performance: thus in all the 
aſtoniſhing Works done by Moſes,the 
Command of God was the begin- 
ning. Take thy Rod, ſtretch out thy Exod, 7. 
Hand, and others Orders that de- !6, 19: 
monſtrate the miraculous Actions & 15. 
not'to proceed from an inherent 
Virtue in his Perſon, but from a 
ſuperiour and borrowed Power. 
Sometimes Prayer was addreſt to 
God before the Miracles were done : 
Thus Foſhua firſt ſpeaks to the Lord, Jolh. 16. 
before he commands the Sun to ſtand *** 
fill upon Gibeon, and the Moon m the 
Valley of Ajalon. Thus Elias and ! Kings 
Eliſha revived the Dead by Prayer ro” 7? 
the Lord of Life. This was declara- 2 Kings 
tory, that the Prophets were but [n- #3334 
ſtruments, and that God was the ab- 
ſolute Author of them. Accordingly 
in the Converſion of Souls, which 
is-2 Work as miraculous as any of 
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thoſe llyſripus Miracles, thejemitft 
be the; Nivine Appointmiit of the 
Means,. 88d: ardege Prayer to God 
for bis Blaſſing: *Tis thegreat En: 
CQUragement of Miniſters it their 
Servige,, that, whatſpevet 15: God's 
_. Ordigange, ſhall effte&rthar for which 
it is ordaan'd': the Rodof Moſes was 
= powerful ro ſybdae Fe 2 opt, 20 drown 
* Pharadh; and his: Hoſt 3: the: Red 
Sea. . Three hundred Souldiers. with 
Gideonzzonly arm'&'wkh Lamps and 
Pirchers; deſtroyed che numberieſs 
Army of. the-Midiauites;. - Atari: 
ing Vigtory !'. Andyhe Goſpel 4nthe 
Power of. God- thi Salvation, - [Burt 
Prayer. .is requiſire:t9cjgbrain* the 
holy Spirit, by. whoſetIpAuence the 
- Vord. is: effecual - to;xecaver tot 


. Souls tq,Heaven.: And "tis evident; 


that numerous and entife:(onyers 
fg of. Higher havg:been:by::thei 
Minith;y: 9i: holy Men; wha. made: 
if Elaciy gi6af and, earncitcReagiett 
tha: Racy BOAgaE. vie aicoteful cimi 


bring- 


. . 
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bringing Souls to Chriſt. Cold 


Formalities are.unacceptable to God, 
and without Efficacy ; bur Prayer | 
atuated with Lite Nd holy Heat 
of - Aﬀection,. aſcends :to: Heay 
and orevails, " And what is more 
| worthy -of our 'Conſtant and moſt 
ardent Deftres; than the Salvation of 
preciousand mmorcal Soilts3 of 


IT; To excite Miniſters 10 a iG ;ch- 
ful Diſcharge: of- their Dury; let 
_ p09” 1 ah 

; The Example of 'our bleſſed 
<aviear, It: was : one principal 
Part of his Office- to preach. the 
Goſpel :: this: he undertook in won- 
Jerlal Mercy, and perform'd. wich 
amazing Diligence. He riſes : be: 
fore! Day, 12nd: tetires humiſelf into 
a lolitary: Place ra. pray, thar he 
may: loſe: na time” in Preachiaby” - 

He preach'd '-on; the Mountamy'm - 
the Defett;/ 11 the Ship, 22>the: .Sy- 
nazoones, m:the, 1(Flioh-avay  ooothe 

Bb 4 Fſe : 
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Houſe :. no Place, no Perſons, no 
Mak 8, Time was unſeaſonable. It was 


35. his Meat and Drink to do the Will of 


Mat. 5.1, Ps Father, Thus conſtant and de- 
Mark 6. lighted was the Son of God ( who 
Mar 2*1aid afide his Majeſty and Glory, 
Luke 12, that he might inſtruct the People 
3s. without terrifying them) in his 
Join 4- bleſſed Work. How does his Ex- 
54 
" ample reprove and upbraid our 
Negligence ? How ſhould it in- 
flame us to imitate and honour 
him ? 

2. His Love to us ſhould make 
us ardent and ative to ſave Souls, 
as a Teſtimony of 'our Love to 
him. Thus he ſpeaks to Peter, 
Loveſt thou me* Feed my Lambs. 
?Tis his Delight and Glory to be 
the Saviour of Sinners. How 
dearly has he bought our Love ? 
How willingly did he redeem us 
when we were Enemies? His Love 
condeſcended to our low State, to 
become a Servant, that he might 

| exalt 
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exalt us to his State, to be the Sons 
of God. How does he out-love 
us? We do not love his Glory 
as he loved our Meanneſs, not him 
the bleſſed God, as he did us curſed 
Creatures. O the Miracle of his 
| ardent Love to us ! O the Strange- 
neſs of our cold Aﬀe&ion to 
him ! 

Love cannot be idle, but will 
add Fire and Vigor, and cauſe un- 
fainting Perſeverance in our Lord's 
Service. Love and Duty will over- 
come all Difficulties. If we con- 
ſider by how many Titles he de- 
ſerves our Service, and feel the dear 
Obligations he has laid upon us, 
we ſhall compel them to come in, 
| that our glorious King's Houſe may 
| be full. 

I ſhall only add, that to fave 

Souls, the Work is glorious, and the 
Reward is more glorious. In the 
Aſſembly of immortal Spirits above, 


all united in PerfeCtion and Felicity, 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who-turn many to R Righteouſneſs, 
ſhall :ſhine with a brighter Glory, like 
the Stars for ever and ever, Who 
would: be iſo unhappy as to prefer 
ſluggiſh . Eaſc before: a brighter 
Crawn in. leaven ? 

.Laﬀtly;; I will: fniſh this Diſ- 
courle with an earneſt Perſwaſtve, 
that Men would comply with :the 
Invitations of the: Divine Mercy. 
Who: can without ſome ſparks of 
Pity and Indignatian '{eriouſly ob+ 
ſerye that Men are flight and fool{h 
in things of eternal Intereſt, beyond 
all. che degrees of Folly in the Core 
cernsof | this: World:? Who would 
that is:in danger! to 'loſe his Life 
or Eftate,. and has; but, one day 
co. ſecure ther, waſte it in - fri- 
volous Matters, when the Op: 
portumity:: is fa- ſhort 'and che 
Ornflon'4s ireparible? Yet al- 
tho the preſent: Life be certainly 
fharr, mie ; Dncertainly | continued, 


__ Etcrmney depends upon , ur 
preſent 


MEET 
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preſent - ſecuring the. Favour: of 
| God, and' our 'T'itle we his; King- 
i dom, Men-employ their Time 'to 
gam the . World; ou! nogle&t their 
Salvation, in compariſon” whereof 
all the Aﬀairs of "Time: arezbulſy 
Folly, andivain'Impentinence.”: Sty- 
peadious' Security!  Now-to 'per- 
{wade: Men to come to/Cheift: for 
Late, let chem conſider, - ©: + 
| "Tis: God's Call; to: which 
reſent Obedience-is due. Carnal 
Senſe is apt to. objedt, Is it not'a 
| ManlIiſeeand hear ? Tis true, but 
the Meflage' is the King's, nor the 
Embaſlador's that:briagsir.” A ſpi- 
ritual: Eye! looks'beyond-:ohe; Ob. 
jeftof Carnal Sight, and fees Chritk 
in the Miniſter by- the -Laght of 
Farch: Were. this believed, how 
would it faſten bur Minds aad'$en- 
ſes in the niolt ferious Aotntion © 
tlyer preaching: 'of che Goſpel 
1.4 Make .qudidous: Gdmplac fork 
boowiren this World: and-the. aoxr. 
As 
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As in the Light of the Sun there -is 
an Influence that (cheriſhes the vi- 
tal Heat, and a Power that extin- 
guiſhes the Kitchin Fire; ſo "the 
Light of God's Word has a double 
Efhcacy, it kindles Heavenly, and | 
quenches: Earthly' Aﬀe&tions. © In- 
deed there wants neither Glory nor | 
Joy, nothing of compleat Happi- 
neſs in the World :ro come, : to | 
raiſe our Aﬀections and faſten them 
upon it: and in this World all is | 
Vanity and Vexation to alienate 
our Aﬀections from it. What in- 
finite - Diſtance and Diſproportion 
is there between. the Objects of 
our Choice? Who would think it 
poſſible, bur that *tis viſible every 
day, that they who have Mortal 
Souls ſhould be carelefs of Eternal 
Things, and ſpend all their Pains 
and Paſſions about Things that 
expire . with the Flux 'of Time? 
That-they ſhould negle&ſolid Hap- 
pineſs,and purſue ſhining Bubbles ? 
Bur 
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But the preſent World faſcinates 
their Underſtandings, inſpires their 
Fancy with Dreams of Happineſs 
here : Senſualiry charms them into 
Stupidity : they are unwilling to 
be diſenchanted ; they enjoy their 
Error, and are entertain d with 
pleaſant Delufions, till awaken'd 
by eternal Flames. 

Ler the enlighten'd Mind confi- 
der and judg, the Soul is of a Di- 
vine Original, a Spiritual Subſtance 
of an everlaſting Duration, and 
can never be happy but in the En- 
joyment of thole Objects that are 
Divine and Spiritual, commen(urate 
roits Capacity and Duration. Let 
a Man poſſeſs the World with all 
its Advantages and Delights, the 
ſtarved Soul would ſuffer infinite 
Want, and can only be ſatisfied 
with the Fulneſs of God. 

Under what Notion ſoever Hap- 
pinels is conceived, Tis only to be 


found 
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\ found m' God. What can inrich 


a Spirit brit Spirtrtal Treaſures ? 
Holineſs is the richeſt; Jewel in the 
Celeſtial Crown. What can dig- 
nify and ennobte a Spirit, but an 
Alliance to God as a Father, and 
the Likeneſs of him in his Divineſt 
Excellencies ? What can fatisfy an 
Immortal Spirit, -and repleniſh it 
with Joy, bur vital Union with 
God, and the immiediate Influence 
of Almighty and Eternal Good- 
neſs ? Carnal Men when they ob- 
tain their immediate End, Riches, 
Honours and Pleafnres, they fail 
in their main End}/'trae Happineſs : 
they ſeern wife for the prefenr, and 
are "Fools for ever. © 

The Seriprure tells us, the Laſs is 
bleſſed of the Greater. How cart the 

preſent World that is ſo inferfout 
S Man in the Nobility of his Na- 
ture, afford Perfedtion and Sati( 


faction to him ? How unfucable,; 
__- how 
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how ;nfofficient is 1t";90- ill - the 
largeft and — Deſites ” the 
- Soul ? Fi, 

The World may- coy, but Cannot 
ſatisfy us; but the Favour of God, 
the more- 'tis enjoyed, the more 
tis defird, and delighted m. -Car- 
nal Joy ſeems, but is not: Fear and 
Stings of Remorſe may be diſguited 
and glofsd over with a chearful 
Countenance and Carriage, but are 
not extinguifhd. Spiritual Joy 
ſcemsnor, bur is: the Apoſtle tells 
us, As for rowful, but alway rejoycing : 
there may be a Winter in the Face, 
and: a flouriſhing Spring in the 
Hearr. - There is a fecret Sweetneſs 
in the Practice of Religion, that 
the UVnrenewed are Strangers to : 
they cannot fee a Taſte. 

Carnal Þoy carmor repel irs Con- 
trary ;' tcanner endurethe Aﬀaults 
of the flighi6 and vranſienc Evils, to 
Whick we are-expos'd here. Sick- 
neſs, 


r Cor. 6, 
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neſs, Diſappoinrments, Apprehen- 
fions of Eyvils that hover over us, 
may imbitter the moſt pleaſant 
Condition. A wounded Spirit, like 
an ulcerous Palat that is fretted and 
ain'd with the {weeteſt things, 
turns all the Pleaſures of the World 
into Vexation. Fear ſtruck Bel- 
ſhazzar art his Feaſt into a trem- 
bling. But Peace with God, and 
the Joy that flows from it, the World 
can neither 1ve nor take away: tis as 
unable to deſtroy jt as to produce it, 

Rom. 5. Believers rejoice in Tribulations. 
*3* All Carnal Joys are of ſhort 
1 Joh. 2, Continuance. The World paſſes a- 
17. way, and the Luſts thereof. Life is 
dying, and the Comforts of it. All 
Fleſh is Graſs, and the Glory as the 
Flower of the Graſs ; that by Heas 
or Cold, by a Blaſt or a Worm 
is ſoon deſtroyed. All the Objects 
of the ſenſual Paſſions are very fa- 
ding. The fineſt Stamp of Beauty 


In 
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in the Countenance, how eabily S 

it defac'd by Sickneſs or Sorrow, 
by many Accidents or Age ? Riches 
take the Wings of the Morning, ad - IE 
flee away from the Poſleſſors 4; * = i, A 
nour is caſual and uncertain*/th&* © 
Scepter of David, fo great a _. 
the Royal Branch of his Family, © ©», 8 
degenerated into a poor Carpeiy- - £ 


AM... EY ho. 4 


rcr. GLFES 2h 2 xs < 
The greateſt in the World, 'and ISA 
the moſt proud of their Greatneſs, - ” SK 


the "ponbs.2o0s Voluprtuaries, ſhalt - 
their Pomp and Delights continue” 


with them in the Grave ? Ca. Ts 
they reign and revel when t E 2eed8 


Bodies are in the Duſt, and cheit- © hy 
Souls in Hell 2 Where is their'ad- ©: _— 
mir'd Happineſs ? ls ir not all dexd -. Fs 
with-them ? nothing will chewre- © 75 
main bur the rormenting Remeny © > 
brance of their Folly. Bu the dg Y 
the Lord endures for ever : "Tis an ina; .. ®S 
mortal Seed, and makes the Groutid © 
"tis planted in, to live for ever, We 1 
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are aſſur'd, be that does the Will of God, 
abides for - ever. The Bleſſedneſg 
of Heayen is everlaſting, as God 
the Obje&t'of ir, and the Soul that 
enjoys it. There is nothing de- 
fective in the State 'above, where 
Happinels is ſurrounded with Eter- 
nity. This is worthy of our moſt 
aſpiring Ambition, of all our Hopes 
and Deſires. Now is it poſlible 
that the preſent World, as empty 
as the-Froth of the Sea, as vaniſh- 
ing as a Puff of Air, ſhould be 
choſen before Celeſtial Happinels ? 


' Ir is by the molt, (fo prodigiouſly 


that like Brute Beaſts they are vio-_ 


1n the Compariſon, 


are Carnal Men {way'd by Senſe, 


lently drawn by preſent Things, 
and little moved by Things ſpiri- 
tnal and future. The Devil brings 
ready Money in his Hands, and 
rempts them with this preſent World : 
The Son of God offers in his Word 
Ecernal Happineſs, which isdeſpiſed 
It one ſhould 


choole 


'* 
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chook a ſmall Sum at preſent 
before the ſure Reverſion of an 
Eftate that would enrich him all 
his Life, would he not be deſpiſed 
by all = want of Underſtanding 3 - 
Yer Men allow that Folly in their 
own Practice, that they would con- 
demn in ol But ſuch is the 
Mercy of God, that to per{wade 
and prevail with us, he uſes all the 
Arguments that can work upon 
the Minds of Men. Hope and 
Fear are the ſtrongeſt Springs to 
move us; he therefore ſets before 
us Heaven and Hell, to attra& our 
Hope, and excite our Fear. He 
makes uſe of Hell to kindle our 
Zeal in ſeeking the Kingdom. of 
Heaven. The molt violent Paſſi- 
ons are over-ruled by Fear. Now 


Þ& in the threatning of Hell all the 
2X Motives of Fear are united. Little 


Evils are deſpiſed, not feared : great 
Evils that may be eaſily avoided, 

or apprehended very remote, are 
Cc 2 not. 
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not fear'd. But Evils that are 
imminent and deſtructive, are the 
moſt powerful Objes of Fear. 
Now every Man in his finful 
State, hangs by ſlender Strings 0- 
ver the bottomleſs Pit: and for 
his under-prizing and neglect of 
Heaven, falls under the Sentence 
that determines his State in an 
everlaſting Hell. There is no 
dawning in that Darkneſs of Sor- 
row, no refreſhing in thoſe Flames. 
There is a reſtlels Remembrance 
of what is loſt, as a Light thar 
comes through a Cranny in a Dun- 
geon, that the forlorn Caitiff may 


remember the pleaſant reviving 


Light of which he is deprived. 
A thouſand Years of Torment can- 
not explate the Offences of thoſe 


who diſobey the Goſpel : they are 


full of Miſery, and fuller of Guilt, 
that remains in its Weight upon 
them for ever. 


The 


| 
; 
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The tear of this, if duly believed 
and conſidered , will bridle the 


ſrongeft Nefires after this vain 
World, and make Men wile, that 


they may not periſh in their Choice. 


To conclude; Let thoſe who 
are invited zo this Heavenly Feaſt, 
come with the Wedding- Garment : *tis 
an Alluſion to the decent Cuſtom 
of wearing rich Apparel for Or- 
nament and Luſtre at Marriage- 
Solemnities, ro exprels Joy, and 
ro honour the Perſons that are 
married. Accordingly all chat are 
in the Vifible Church, ſhould a- 
dorn the Goſpel by a Converſa- 
tion becoming the Dignity and 
Puricy of their high and holy 
Calling. Unfeigned Faith that u- 
nites us to Chriſt, and is effectual 
and evident in all good Works, is 
the Weddimng-Garment, The Apo- 
{tle exhorts the Romans to walk ho- 
neſtly, as in the Day, not m Riotmg 
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and Drunkenneſs, not' in Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, not im Strife and Envy 3 


and whereas it mighr em con- 
gruous to have ad ed, in direct 


 Contrariety to thoſe foul Sins, Put 
on Temperance, Chaſtity, Patience 
and Charity, he dire&ts them to 
put on the Lord Jeſus' Chriſt :- be- 
cauſe. he is the only Fountain 
of ſupernatural Grace, by which 
our Luſts are mortified. Faith 
If, 61. coVers 1s With the Robe of his Righte- 
30. aſneſs, and clothes us with. the Garment 
of Satvation. A counterfeit Live- 
ry of Profeſſion will not make us 
accepted..oft God. ls there any 
real Chriſtianiry without Faith" in 
Chriſt? and is there a lively Faith 
without Obedience to him ? Can 
you be a Subject without Subjecti- 
on ? Chriſt is the King of Saints ; 
they are the Citizens of his King- 
dom, and only enjoy the Privi- 
leges of it. How many are Chri- 
ſtians in Title, and Infidels in 
| Practice ? 


+ 
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Practice ? They 'live {the bold = 
Contempt of the Dirme Law, as 
if they were afraid ©&e- Juſtice of 
God ſhould not hayecauſe enough 
to' condemn them, or they-would 
put it to a ventne, whether he 
would be true roais Threatning, » 
and puniſh accordng to his Law? - $8 
Others, tho of a fair Converſa- by. 
tion, are but hat-Chriſtians : they 

do not fincerels and entirely com- 

ply with the Terms of the Goſpel, 
to receive Chaſt for their Prince -and war. 22.) 
Saviour. Le ſuch remember, the 14, 12. * 
King came i to fee the Gueſts, and W 
ſaw a Man without a Wedding-Gar- 
ment : this ſignifies G2d's judicial 
Obſervation of all tat are in his 
Church, not one caneſcape his all- 
diſcerning Eye, ne cloleſt Hy- 
pocrite is tranſpaent in his Sight. 
It follows in theParable, He /aith 
unto him, Frieng How cameſt thou 
in hither withou a Wedding-Garment ?._ 7" nn. 
Nothing willbe available in Judg- \\ FER 


ment, 
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ment, not; the moſt. 'ſpecious and 
glittering Prifeſſion;, without Faith 
in Chriſt, ana renewed Heart and 
Life:: yet;may fondly dream they 
may. be-{aved, tho nor ſanftified. 
He was ſpeechleſ. reduced to a de 
fenceleſs 'Silenc and © Confuſion. 
The Heart: of Mzn- is- deceitful a- 
bove all chings, ant above all things 
deceitful to it ſel; - How often 
in the trial of his Spiricual -State, 
by Excuſes | and fafe 'Gloſſes he 
deceives and fatisfies jimſelf. But 
there are no Apologrs before the 
King: all things are eatirely open 
to hs Eyes: the Thoughts of Men 
wilt be ther Accuſers, and their 
Works will Jepoſe againſt them. 
And how farful is the Judg- 
ment that folluys! Then ſaid the 
King to the Servats, Bind him Hand 
and Foot, and take him away, and caſt 
him mto outer Darknds ; there ſhall be 


weeping and gnaſhmg > Teeth, Bmd 


= ' Chim Hand and Foot: he Expreſſion 
; | 
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Ggnifies that the revenging Power 
of God is, inevitable and irreſiſtj- 
ble. Caſt. him into. outer Darkneſs, 
that ſignifies the: Separation from 
the reviving Preſence and Com- 
munion of *God.:_. there is weeping and 
gnaſhng of . Teeth; the Expreſſion 
ſignifies. the deepeſt Sorrow and 
| higeſt Fury'in the Damned. What 
\. a Diſcord and Tumult of the 
rormenting Paſſions is there? What 
Miſery, when the quickeſt Senſe 
"to feel, and the greateſt Evils to 
be felt, are there? Hell is an into- 
lerable Climate, where cold De- 
{pair and hot Rage are in Extre- 
mity for ever. 
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P** 208, line 10. for. toſt, read /oſt. P. 209. I. 10. 
f. brighteſt, r. bigheſt. P. 225.1. 15, f. reſt on, r, reſtore. 
P. 232. 1.18. f. Rivelation, r. Elevation. P. 248.1. 9. dele 
Can, 1, 20.f. of, r. to, P. 251. 1. 23. f. furiouſly, r. furious, 
P. 259. l. 8. f. make a ſhew, r. feel the Reſtraints, |. 24. ff 
Our, r, their, "P. 274.1. 20. f. take, r. taſte, P. 350. l.ult. 


f. Sin and the Tudgment, r. the Sin, P. 351.1. alt, f. "tis, r. 
bis. P, 360.1. 9. f, frequently, r. frequent. P. 324.1. 1. fo its 
r. and, P. 3 'P I. 13. f. direfting, vr. decreeing, P. 341.1. 7. 


f. z5, r. which 3s. |. 10. del. not only. l. 13. f. but with, r. 
hath.- 0 P. 372. I. 19. f. mortal, r. immortal, 
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HE Harmony of the' Divine Attributes, in 

the Contrivance and Accompliſhment of 
Man's Redemption by. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Or 
Diſcourſes, whetin is ſhewed, how the Wiſdom, 
Mercy, Juſtice, Holineſs, Power and Truth of 
God are glorified in that great and bleſſed Work. 
In OFavo. 

Conſiderations of the Exittence of God, and 
of the Immortality of the Soul, with the Recom- 
pences of the future State, To- which is now 
added, The Divinity of the Chrittian Religion, 
proved by the Evidence of Reafon, and Divine 
Revelation, for the Cure of Infidelity, the Hedtick 
Evil of the Times. In Ot ave. 

The Soveraign and Final Happineſs of Man, 
with the effectual Means to obtain it. In Ot avs. 

Several Sermons upon Death, and Etcrnal Judg- 
ment. In Ofave. 

The Four laſt Things, Death and Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell, practically confidered and ap- 
plied, in ſeveral Diſcourſes, In Ofave. 

The Danger of Proſperity diſcovered, in ſevera) 
Sermons upon Prev. 1. 17, In Ofavo. 

The great Duty of Reſignation in Times of 
AAMiction, &c. In Offave. 

A Funeral-Sermon preached upon the Death of 
the Reverend and Excellent Divine, Dr. Thomas 
Manton, who deceaſed Oftober 18, 1677. To 
which is now added, the laſt publick Sermon 
Dr. Manton preached, In Oftavo. 

The ſure Trial of Uprightneſs, opened in ſeveral 
Sermons upon Pſai. 18. 23. In Oftave, 
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A Deſcription of the Blefſed Place - and State 
of the Saints Above, in a Diſcourſe on Fohn 1 4. 2. 
Preached at the Funeral of Mr. Clarkſon. 

The Way to the higheſt Honour, on Fobn 12.26. 
Preached at the Funeral of Dr. Jacomb. 

The ſpeedy Coming of Chriſt to Judgment, |, 
on Kev. 22, 12. Preached at the Funeral of 
Mr. Beny. Aſburſt > | 

A Sermon at the . Funeral of the Reverend 
Mr. Richard Baxter. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ewly printed the Holy Bible, containing the 

Old Tettament and the New : With Anno- 
tations and Parallel Scriptures. To which is an- 
nex?d, The Harmony of the Goſpels : As alſo, The 
Reducion of the Jewiſh Weights, Coins and 
Meaſures, to our Engliſh Standards. And a Table 
of the Promiſes in Scripture, By Samuel Clark, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. Printed in Folio of a 
very fair Letter 3 the like never before, in one 
Volume. 

Likewiſe his Analyſis : Or, A Survey of the 
whole Bible ;, containing an Analytical Account, 
or Divition of all the Holy Scriptures affording 
a pleaſant Proſpe& into the ſeveral Rooms of this 
ſacred Edifice, and the Variety of Furniture con- 
rained in them, Now in the Prels. 


Both fold by F. Robinſon at the Golden Lion in 
St. PauPs Church-yard, 
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